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Many people in modern society have a negative perception of the
term “propaganda,” while the methods of manipulating public
opinion through public relations (PR) techniques often go unnoticed.
Frequently, a heavily advertised product receives rapid approval
from the public. As a result, it can be easy to overlook how often
citizens in democratic societies encounter propaganda in the news.
Interestingly, people tend to reject information they disagree with—
such as statements from racist, chauvinistic, or terrorist groups—
while readily sharing information that aligns with their beliefs.
Before labelling a specific piece of political communication as
propaganda, it is essential to analyze whether it incorporates
elements of rhetoric, symbolism, and myth. It is particularly
important to assess the use and effectiveness of propaganda tactics
employed by political parties that have successfully gained power

and authority to govern the country.
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To create or change public opinion, it is essential to understand
people's motivations and interests as well as to consider the
availability of mass communication tools. When attempting to shift
the public's attitude toward an issue or object, it's important to
leverage authoritative and influential groups as sources to effectively
reach the broader masses.

Historically, public opinion was formed and altered at the
discretion of monarchs, chiefs, and religious leaders. With the rise of
democratic values, today, any individual has the opportunity to
influence public opinion. The dominant instincts of Homo sapiens in
our society include self-preservation, procreation, and love. Based on
these primary instincts, people often seek to influence others through
more complex social motives.

Whether the population blindly follows the manipulations of
party propagandists or critically engages with their tactics depends
on its political education and awareness. By approaching these
influences with analysis and rationality, individuals can elevate their
understanding and participate more actively in civil society, thus

reducing the effectiveness of harmful propaganda.
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