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Communities often find it imperative to update their terminology.
A notable example is the replacement of the term propaganda
with public relations. In 1928, Harold Dwight Lasswell, an
American political scientist and communications theorist, noted
that the term “public relations” (PR) emerged to insulate the
profession from the negative connotations associated with
propaganda. As propaganda became synonymous with contempt
and animosity, practitioners began adopting more favourable titles
such as Community Relations Board, Public Education Specialist,
and Community Relations Advisor.

In contemporary Georgia, a similar linguistic shift is
apparent. The term collective, which carried Soviet connotations,
has now been replaced by teamwork. Similarly, tendency has
yielded to intrigue, which has become increasingly popular in

sensationalist media.
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These linguistic changes underscore the need for adept
communicators who can wield verbal persuasion effectively as
mediators. Egon Erwin Kish, a German writer, journalist, and
media theorist, argued that analytical journalism transcends mere
factual description; it entails interpreting causes and effects while
articulating the author’s intentions and biases. Kish referenced an
essay by Lion Feuchtwanger on Sergei FEisenstein’s
Panzerkreuzer Potemkin (1925), observing that during the
Weimar  Republic, newspapers characterised the film
as “replacing tendency with intrigue.”

At the core of journalism lies the author’s perspective on
events, combined with their analysis of causes and consequences,
intentions, and biases. This is particularly crucial in analytical
journalism, where shifts in language—which I term the evolution

of terminology—can significantly influence public opinion.
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«Intransigeant». He read the headlines and pushed the newspapers
aside. «They are all damned counterfeiters» he growled. «Have you
ever observed that we are living in the age of counterfeiters?»

«No. I thought we were living in the age of cansy.

«Cans? How so?»

Ravic pointed at the newspapers. «Cans. We don't have to
think any more. Everything is pre-meditated, pre-chewed, pre-felt.
Cans. All you have to do is open them. Delivered to your home three
times a day. Nothing any more to cultivate yourself, or let grow and
boil on the fire of questions, of doubt, and of desire. Cans.» He
grinned. «We don't live easily, Boris. Just cheaply».

«Cans with false labels». Morosow lifted the papers.
«counterfeiting! Take a look at that! They buld their ammunition
factories because they want peace; their concentration camps
becauce they love the truth; justice is the cover for every factional
madness; political gangsters are saviors; and freedom is the big word
for all greed for power. Counterfeit money! Counterfeit spiritual
money! The lie as propaganda. Kitchen Machiavellism. Idealism in
the hands of the underworld. If at least they would be honest» — He
crushed the newspapers together and threw them away».’
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