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In comparison to the Western European and American press, the
beginning and development of the Georgian print media differed
from its very beginning: Like a young orphan in a fairy tale, the
Georgian press was brought up in a large foster family where it
faced the cruelty of a stepmother as well as the holy protection of
the spirit of its deceased mother. To let you understand the fable, I
shall explain it from a historical perspective: From 1802 to the
1860s, the Russian Empire gradually conquered the Kingdom of
Georgia, which was divided into several principalities, and not
only did the conditions for the establishment of the Georgian
press existed in the country covered of war zones and conflicts
against the massive invader but even the existing institutions have
been destroyed, such as the Georgian Theatre in Tbilisi and only
half a century later the Georgian society managed to restore their
ancient tradition of dramatic theatre and even establish Italian
style opera house.

The progressive Georgians of the 19th century never quit
fighting against the Russian Empire, nor did they stop caring for
the cultural development of Georgia. As a result of their great
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efforts, the first Georgian newspaper was founded in 1819. Due to
imperial pressure, it was issued with such a propagandistic
context and purpose that it still gives some sceptical scholars an
excuse to dispute the birth date of the national press. For a
contrasting parallel, let me recall the well-known fact that a single
issue of the Boston Newsletter does not cause controversy among
American scholars, from when to start counting the history of
American print media.

Opponents of the recognition of the first Georgian
newspaper forget the tragic political reality of the beginning of the
19th century in Georgia — the invasion and occupation of Georgia
by the Russian empire, therefore, the loss of independence, which
was followed by the Russian policy to persecuting and harassing a
bunch of the remaining patriotic Georgians that caused daily
suffering of Georgians under the pressure of outlanders. From a
modern perspective, the amazingly fast progress of the Georgian
press in such deplorable conditions seems quite unbelievable if it
were not evidenced by the rich journalistic heritage created by the
Georgian writers in the 19th century.

The choice was between not having a Georgian newspaper
at all and having it while controlled by Russian censorship. Our
ancestors made a wise choice to have the first Georgian
newspaper as soon as possible and not to wait for the liberation of
the country, which happened only in 1917. National journalism
would have lost an entire century if Georgian society had waited
for the freedom of the country.

The text of The Georgian Newspaper was first written in
Russian by the journalists so that the Russian censor could
understand the meaning of its content, and when it was approved
to be printed, the issue was translated into Georgian. Of course,
this put a heavy burden on the language of the newspaper, giving
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its texts an inflexible, sloppy, and unnatural sound. At the same
time, the first Georgian newspaper provides us with unique and
detailed information about the hard life back in the times of
oppression for Georgians. Due to this and many other important
qualities, modern Georgian scholars widely agree to begin the
establishment of the Georgian press with this very first Georgian
weekly that was published regularly for at least three years (one
source states the newspaper existed for up to seven years).

Despite constant financial problems and strict censorship by
Russian officials, the print media business in Georgia found wide
expansion very quickly. Unique writing and world-class literary
traditions created a solid foundation for this. It seems that a
mixture of national problems and priorities left a peculiar mark on
the first Georgian journalistic publications.

The development of the journalistic title (headline) turned
out to be slightly different in the Georgian print media. On the
one hand, the Georgian press adopted and used the best
professional achievements and traditions of the press of other
countries because it was created later than most Western
European newspapers and magazines. The same can be said about
the titles of the news stories in the Georgian press. On the other
hand, the Georgian journalistic world was not and could not be
limited only to the condition of informing its society, mainly
because of the freedom and independence fighting spirit of the
19th-century era in Georgia. Therefore, it was especially
important for Georgian journalists to spread their analysis and
opinion to the Georgian audience as far as possible, which
undoubtedly required an effective title for the material. Finally,
well-educated and talented writers and authors stood at the dawn
of the Georgian print media. Those people did not start their
journalistic career from a blank page but brought their rich
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experience into the new field, as they were public figures who
cared about the development of the Georgian press and could
carry on the journalistic progress further. As the American
Founding Fathers laid the foundation for the United States of
America, it can be truly said that the Georgian “founding fathers”
laid the foundation for the national press. The American term can
be rightfully used in this context even if only because of Elijah
(Ilia) Chavchavadze, who has become the ‘Father of the Nation’
due to his public importance, and whose valuable journalistic
heritage gives Georgian society its rightful place in the world
media.

With just a glance at the materials printed in the Georgian
newspapers of the 19th and 20th centuries, it is clear how skilful
and diverse the headlines are in the Georgian press. There are
symbols, questions, quotes, phrases, statements, references, etc.,
used as the titles.

Effective Georgian headlines often serve as a calling card of
original journalistic thought. This, a seemingly ordinary
generalisation, contributed to the emergence of an important
opinion. When studying the samples of print media of any other
country, we have only the final product of journalistic creativity.
But when researching modern Georgian media texts, most of the
authors are familiar to me as my senior or peer colleagues or
former students. In such cases, the name attached to a new story
as its author tells me much more than the identification.
Therefore, not only their creativity but also certain details of their
professional activity happen to be quite familiar. Such exceptional
information about who wrote the media content allows me to
make a unique generalisation: The quality of an effective media
text, including its headline, directly depends on whether an
individual takes journalism as a regular job or their calling.
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