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The oppression of Muslims by Western states is often pointed out
as the alleged motive for Islamic fundamentalism. Still, the reason
behind it is the desire of the societies in Islamic countries. Let me
give you a recent example. When King Abdallah proposed
allowing women to drive in Saudi Arabia, his subjects fiercely
protested, leading the monarch to withdraw from this progressive
change. According to Sam Harris, an American philosopher and
religious scholar, today the only barrier between us and the
turbulent sea of Islamic misunderstanding is tyranny and violation
of human rights.

Each society has its own set of moral values. The choice
depends on many factors, including political and economic
stability, the quality of education, and the level of social equality.
People will always find excuses to justify their bad behaviour and
mistreat others. The moral index increases proportionally to the
development of people and the societies they create. Sam Harris
offers a little mental experiment, and imagine New York City in

1862, when gang fights took place right in the streets of the Big
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Apple. From a modern perspective, such a city is viewed as a
barbarian settlement. Yet, we are still discussing New York City
and its enduring image of success. As Islam is incompatible with
civil society, Harris suggests that it is the main reason why
fundamentalists find it hard to agree on constructive dialogue.
American philosopher believes that Islam will not cease its
constant war against the West in all forms and possibilities until
Muslims make a benevolent ideology out of their faith, or until
they renounce it altogether.

The arguments offered by Slavoj Zizek, Sam Harris, Oriana
Fallaci, or Alain Finkielkraut do not sound convincing enough. It
is unacceptable to consider the growing religious self-awareness
as the only source of conflicts in the modern world. Such a point
of view should be reconsidered, as the problem of religious
fundamentalism, in my opinion, is quite exaggerated in the West.
The phenomenon of Islamic fundamentalism cannot be taken as
proof of the revival of Islam. Technically, no country of Muslim
culture has achieved either the economic or political success they
hoped for and has not become a serious rival to the West.

The Eastern understanding of freedom differs from the
Western concept of liberty, in which freedom implies the
protection of individual human rights from the state. According to
Islam, freedom means the willingness to obey the will of Allah.
The Islamic understanding of freedom is one of the reasons that
allows the terrorists to turn death into an absolute weapon, an

effective means of attacking the West. Therefore, “death by
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death” is considered to be the highest level of freedom. National
Geographic quoted Osama bin Laden as saying: “This place may
be bombed and we will be killed. We love death. The U.S. loves
life. That is the big difference between us.” There is nothing
personal about terrorist suicides. This is not heroism but a sacred
step taken by a Muslim fundamentalist for an idea.

The imbalance between the East and West must be taken
into account at all times: The West is only slightly profitable. If a
clash of civilisations becomes inevitable, the West will hope for a
certain advantage due to its weaponisation and wealth. However,
the United States should not forget the facts from world history:
Wealth failed to save European empires from collapse. Moreover,
military power could not prevent the heavily armed Soviet Union
from surviving, and its repercussions continue to resonate today.
The incomparable Roman Empire, which remains the world’s
strongest and largest one, lost the final battle against the
physically vulnerable and weak Christians.

Political analyst Patrick Buchanan, who served as a special
adviser to three American presidents—Richard Nixon, Gerald
Ford, and Ronald Reagan—grounds his judgment in historical
outcomes and analogies. He concludes that ideas, principles, and

ideologies are the only true enemies that must be defeated.
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