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“According to medieval and Renaissance alchemists and philosophers,
Mercury is the god who reveals insight in the colours of a thing, in the surprise
visages that appear when a thing is turned around and over and upside down”
— Thomas Moore

“Use daily to scrub the slate clean”
— Adbvice on the back label of “Axe Snake Peel shower scrub
with desert minerals + cactus oil”

There is something almost Sophoclean' about a man in exile,
living life on his own terms but wanting scarcely anything to do
with life. There is something nearly Oedipal® about a man whose
every move is but a riddle, answered only by another riddle; about
a man unable to face his family and uncertain if he can ever find
another friend. There is something rather tragic, it seems, about
the Ballarat Bandit.’

The sun in and around Death Valley,* California, bakes the
living Earth in a predictable order. The first thing to evaporate is
the soul: whatever glimmer of humanity and song that had once
dwelt in Charles Manson,’ and whatever relations that had been
formed, enacted, and dissolved in the tiny Gold Rush town of
Ballarat,® disappeared forever. Then the skeleton is scorched:
Manson’s mind, eyes, and sockets melted together into an
inhuman brew; Ballarat’s buildings weathered in the sun, leaving
just a single store running in the summertime, where four-wheel
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