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“According to medieval and Renaissance alchemists and philosophers, 
Mercury is the god who reveals insight in the colours of a thing, in the surprise 
visages that appear when a thing is turned around and over and upside down” 

— Thomas Moore 
 

“Use daily to scrub the slate clean” 
 — Advice on the back label of “Axe Snake Peel shower scrub 

with desert minerals + cactus oil” 
 

There is something almost Sophoclean1 about a man in exile, 
living life on his own terms but wanting scarcely anything to do 
with life. There is something nearly Oedipal2 about a man whose 
every move is but a riddle, answered only by another riddle; about 
a man unable to face his family and uncertain if he can ever find 
another friend. There is something rather tragic, it seems, about 
the Ballarat Bandit.3 

The sun in and around Death Valley,4 California, bakes the 
living Earth in a predictable order. The first thing to evaporate is 
the soul: whatever glimmer of humanity and song that had once 
dwelt in Charles Manson,5 and whatever relations that had been 
formed, enacted, and dissolved in the tiny Gold Rush town of 
Ballarat,6 disappeared forever. Then the skeleton is scorched: 
Manson’s mind, eyes, and sockets melted together into an 
inhuman brew; Ballarat’s buildings weathered in the sun, leaving 
just a single store running in the summertime, where four-wheel 
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adamiani merkurize 
 

(anotacia) 
 

sakvanZo sityvebi: balarati, mansoni, kriminali, miTi, 
udabno, identoba, devna, izolacia 

 
aris raRac, TiTqmis, sofokleseuli iseTi ada-

mianis bedSi, romelic samSoblodanaa gadaxvewili, 
sakuTari wesebiT cxovrobs da, lamis, aRar surs 
sicocxle. TiTqmis, oidipos mefis bedi aqvs im kacs, 
romlis TiToeuli qmedeba gamocanaa da amoxsna ki 
morigi qaragma; am adamians ojaxisTvis Tvalis gas-
woreba aRar ZaluZs da isic ki gaurkvevelia, megob-
ris povnas isev Tu SeZlebs. balarateli banditis 
ambavi, garkveulwilad, tragikulia. 

kaliforniis StatSi gadaWimul sikvdilis vel-
ze, logikuria, mwveli mze rom ar indobs sicocx-
liT savse dedamiwas. upirveles yovlisa, aq suli 
aorTqldeba: adamianurobisa da simReris is mcire 
niSanwyalic ki ikargeba, odesRac rom Carlz men-
sonSi arsebobda da erTxel Seqmnili, dadgenili da 
Sewyvetili urTierTobebi samudamod gaqra oqros 
ciebcxelebis epoqaSi gaCenil patara daba balar-
tSi. meore etapze ki mzeze itruseba adamianuri yo-
fis karkasi: mensonis goneba, Tvalebi da Tvalis 
upeebi araadamianuri sisastikis erTian nazavad 
ixarSeba; daba balartis Senobebi mzeze ufunqciod 
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xundeba, sanam erTaderTi maRazia agrZelebs funqci-
onirebas zafxulis periodSi, rom trailerTa mZRo-
lebs piris gasvelebis saSualeba ar moespoT. amgva-
rad, landiRa rCeba: avadmyofuri da uformo Zalebi, 
vizitorebs Tan rom izidaven mensonis ranCos sana-
xavad da, amave dros, ukuaqceven iqidan; sruli ga-
ucxoebis aura mosdebia daba balarts, sadac, ro-
gorc amboben, Svidi bar-restorani, sami sastumro, 
erTi cixe da erTic morgi funqcionirebs, magram 
wamlad sul patara eklesiac ki ar aris. 2003 wels 
am patara dasaxlebas, romelic rukebze aRniSnulia 
rogorc `miyruebul-mitovebuli daba~, erTi codvi-
li SemoeCvia, romelic sul male iqca adgilobriv 
legendad. 

rodesac ramdenime losanjeleseli policieli, 
romlebic samsaxurebrivi movaleobis Sesrulebis 
mdgomareobaSi ar imyofebodnen, viRac kacs gadaeya-
ra udabnoSi, `balarateli banditi~ ukve sakmaod 
cnobili iyo sikvdilis velsa da mis midamoebSi. mi-
uxedavad imisa, rom kacma Tavi rigiT turistad gaa-
saRa, misi kamuflaJiani tansacmeli da aRWurviloba 
sul sxvaze metyvelebda. policiis oficrebs war-
modgena ar hqondaT ukanasknel periodSi momxdar 
Zarcvis faqtebze, magram sakmaod saeWvod moeCvenaT 
ucnobi da, yoveli SemTxvevisTvis, foto gadauRes. 
Tumca suraTze kargad ar Canda Tavad is kaci, mis 
xelT arsebuli nivTebi dafiqsirda. rodesac gamo-
Ziebam daadgina, rom isini balaratelebis qonebis 
nawils warmoadgenda, eWvis safuZveli gaCnda im kac-
Tan dakavSirebiT. igi ar unda yofiliyo arc `udab-
nos mZarcveli~ da arc `Cveulebrivi qurdi~. 

policiisa da sadesanto diversiuli nawilis 

(BLM) reinjerebis erToblivi ZalisxmeviT,  eWvmita-
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nilis intensiuri samZebro operacia ganxorcielda 
rogorc miwaze, ise – haeridan, magram uSedegod. ma-
leve maT nevadis Statis nais olqis samarTaldamca-
vebi SeuerTdnen, romlebic sul axal nakvalevs wa-
awydnen, patara mTis miuval wverze rom ikargeboda, 
TiTqos, `superadamianis~ msgavss gaevlo. gansakuT-
rebuli Relvis mizezi maSin gaCnda, rodesad aRmoa-
Cines samxedro obieqtebis rukebi da mcire nabanaka-
rebis kvali samxedro obieqtebis midamoebSi, maT 
Soris, saxelgatexili 51-e regionis maxloblad. 

ukve cxadi iyo, rom balarateli banditi Cveu-
lebrivi adamianis CarCoSi aranairad ar jdeboda. 
mis xelT arsebuli iaraRis maragisa da sabrZolo 
poziciebis aRmoCenis unaris miuxedavad, mas araso-
des usvria vinmesTvis. rodesac miuaxlovdebodnen, 
misi reaqcia imaze metyvelebda, rom Zaladobisken 
midrekili ar unda yofiliyo. ufro, SeSinebuls 
hgavda. verafriT daadgines – mtacebeli iyo, msxver-
pli, Tu orive erTad. 

kaliforniisa da nevadis Statebis administra-
ciaTa Zalisxmevas male aSS uSiSroebis saminis-
troc daemata da kidev erTi intensiuri samZebro 
RonisZieba ganxorcielda. banditi isev yvelas gaeq-
ca. nevadaSi Zarcvis mTeli seriis ganxorcielebis 
Semdeg, Zebnili kvlav gauCinarda. 

sadesanto diversiuli nawilis erT-erTma rein-
jerma sikvdilis velze gabneul banditis `Zvel bu-
nagTa~ Semowmeba ganizraxa. kvals miagno da igrZno, 
rom raRac rigze ar unda yofiliyo. amitom damxma-
re Zala gamoiZaxa. 1500 milis manZilze Catarebuli 
samZebro RonisZieba warumatebeli gamodga da sai-
dumlo amouxsneli darCa. imedgacruebuli reinjeri 
ar danebda. mTeli Ramis ganmavlobaSi misdevda ban-
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ditis nakvalevs da sul ufro uZlierdeboda warma-
tebis miRwevis imedi, radgan amjerad banditi ubra-
lod samxreTisken garboda da ar cdilobda simaR-
leze aZromas, rogorc Cveulebriv. 

meore diliT sxva oficermac mohkra Tvali vi-
Rac saeWvo kacs. sahaero-saxmeleTo danayofebma ba-
naki aRmoaCines im adgilidan moSorebiT, sadac uc-
nobi dainaxa maTma kolegam. informaciis Tanaxmad, 
banakSi viRac imyofeboda. policiam Cumad alya Se-
moartya mas. swored am dros dainaxes, rom cecx-
lsasroli iaraRi ekava. danebeba ubrZanes. gasro-
lis xma gaisma. Zebnilis devnis xangrZlivi perio-
dis ganmavlobaSi es iyo pirveli da ukanaskneli 
tyvia. banditma sicocxle moiswrafa. iwva mtvrian 
qviSaze da isev aravin icoda misi vinaoba. 

radgan gamomZiebel-eqspertma deiv van normanma 
mamakacis identificireba verafriT SeZlo, kolegebs 
eleqtronuli fostiT gadaugzavna gvamis foto da 
daxmareba iTxova. banditis istoriis msgavsad, kale-
idoskopur Tavsatexad rom rCeboda mravalTviani 
gamoZiebis merec, amerikelma koronerma Tavisi Se-
kiTxvis pasuxad axali SekiTxva miiRo: `vin lapara-
kobs da iqceva amerikeliviT, garegnobiTac ameri-
kels hgavs, magram amerikeli ar aris?~ cxadia, pasu-
xi unda yofiliyo `kanadeli~. amomwuravi da sruli 
pasuxi ramdenime TveSi miiRo gamomZiebel-eqspertma 
van normanma mas mere, rac kanadis samefo policias 
gardacvlilis TiTis anabeWdebi miawoda. banditi 
marTlac kanadeli aRmoCnda, saxelad jorj robert 
jonstoni, princ-eduardis kunZulidan. 

kaci mokvda. ufro sworad, sicocxle moiswra-
fa, rodesac daWeris safrTxe realuri gaxda. aseTi 
ra daaSava, ori Statis desanti rom miwasa da haer-
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Si Tveebis ganmavlobaSi dasdevda? jonstons araso-
des miuyenebia fizikuri ziani arcerTi adamianis-
Tvis, miuxedavad iaraRis mTeli arsenalisa, Tan 
rom daatarebda. marTalia, bevri turisti daafrTxo 
sikvdilis velis regionidan, rodesac maTi karvebi-
dan sasmeli wyali da sxva sayofacxovrebo nivTebi 
moipara. kanadeli ltolvili mxolod imitom qur-
dobda, rom udabnoSi martodmartos sakuTari si-
cocxle gadaerCina. gamouvali mdgomareobiT CixSi 
iyo mimwyvdeuli.  

mSobliur dedamiwaze ucxoplaneteliviT gairi-
ya jonstoni. dRisiT mzemde erTi xelis gawvdena 
iyo, TiTqos. varskvlavebi Tvals ukravdnen da Rame-
ul cas swydebodnen sxvadasxva mxares. kosmosis ho-
rizontamde milionobiT sinaTlis weli aSorebda 
kanadel martosuls, magram mainc, angelozebTan ga-
cilebiT axlos grZnobda Tavs, albaT, vidre kali-
forniis udidesi qalaqis – los-anjelesis CiraR-
dnebTan. aseTive warmatebiT planeta merkurize SeeZ-
lo yofiliyo. 

erT-erTma reinjerma, romelic jonstonis uka-
nasknel banakze alyis ganxorcielebaSi monawileob-
da, mogvianebiT sinanuliT aRniSna: neta, misi daxma-
reba mecada – TavSi arc ki momsvlia, rom problema 
hqonda, problemas ki ar qmnidao. 

amerikel deiv van normans kanadeli jonstoni 
adamianurad Seecoda. gardacvlilisTvis bevris ga-
keTeba aRar SeeZlo, magram bolojer mainc izruna 
misTvis ucnobsa da ucxoze: mxolod koronerma 
icoda balarateli banditis droebiTi saflavis ad-
gili da elodeboda, rodis gadaasvenebda misi col-
Svili tragikulad gardacvlil ojaxis Tavs kana-
daSi. 


