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The expansive area between the Gulf of Suez in Egypt and the
Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region in China has become the
modern equivalent of the Balkans, characterised by a population of
500 million, critical geopolitical significance, and intense ethnic and
regional conflicts fueled by political turmoil and foreign domination.
This dominance, achieved through military force, often clashes with
local culture and religious beliefs.

Currently, there are approximately 6 million Jewish Israelis, 5
million Palestinian Arabs, and 30 million Kurds residing on their
ancestral lands, which are divided among Turkey, Iran, Syria, and
Iraq. Additionally, two nuclear-armed neighbours, India and
Pakistan, are in perpetual conflict over the Kashmir region. Islamic
fundamentalism continues to pose challenges by introducing
significant cultural divides.

The Arab states are relatively young, having gained
independence in the following years: Saudi Arabia in September
1932, Kuwait in June 1961, Yemen in November 1967, and the
United Arab Emirates in December 1971. The Palestinians achieved
a degree of autonomy on 13 September 1993, as a result of the
historic Oslo I Accord, signed between the Government of Israel and
the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) at the White House in
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Washington, DC. Israel presents a complex issue by portraying itself
as a victim to justify its violent policies while accusing its opponents
of covertly supporting actions akin to the Holocaust.

In 2003, the United States invaded Iraq. Algeria was
embroiled in a civil war between fundamentalists and military
government forces from 26 December 1991 to 8 February 2002,
resulting in the death of 100,000 people. In Sudan, over 2 million
lives have been lost due to ethnic conflicts. The prospect of another
Arab Spring is causing concern for the Moroccan monarchy,
especially after witnessing the downfall of Muammar Gaddafi in
Libya, the overthrow of Saddam Hussein in Iraq, and the abolition of
the monarchy in Tunisia. Unfortunately, Sudan lacks any prospects
for a better future, and Jordan is considered the poorest country in
the region. Meanwhile, Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates, whose
populations enjoy unimaginable wealth, remain strategically
dependent on the United States. When subtracting oil revenues, the
combined exports of twenty-two Arab countries barely match
Finland’s exports.

Following the West’s withdrawal from the region, several
Arab authoritarian regimes emerged, rooted in nationalism and
socialism; they ultimately became some of the world’s most
prominent Islamophobes. Gamal Abdel Nasser, who led the 1952
revolution, faced a significant setback in Arab history when Israel
defeated the coalition of Jordan, Syria, and Egypt in the Six-Day
War of 1967. None of the leaders—Muammar Gaddafi, Bashar al-
Assad, or Saddam Hussein—managed to create a resilient society.
Similarly, Islam has not succeeded in Afghanistan, Sudan, or Iran.
With the return of the Taliban in Afghanistan, the future remains
uncertain for both the country and global politics.
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