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Not everyone engages with the works of Isaac Newton or Albert
Einstein, and this is understandable. However, no one has ever
questioned their talent. This unwavering admiration for them, which
borders on idolatry, is equally important. Their phenomenon is
undoubtedly noteworthy as a pattern of justified human existence—a
form of mental self-discipline that approaches asceticism—which is
essential for creating anything valuable in science.

History tends to offer analogies but in a spiral way: the same
fact occurs over and over in different times, although a helix above...

We are approaching the end of the second year of facing the
global issue posed by the COVID-19 pandemic. Whether
deliberately or inadvertently, societies are seeking historical parallels
to our current experience with coronavirus. There are striking
similarities between the historical reality of 17th-century England

and the modern world.
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As the Black Death epidemic ravaged England from 1665 to
1667, the population was engulfed by panic. In the summer of 1665,
more than 31,000 people died in London. Concerned citizens fled to
the countryside. Soon after Isaac Barrow, the first Lucasian Professor
and Newton's mentor at Trinity College, passed the Lucasian chair of
mathematics to him, Isaac Newton was compelled to retreat to
Woolsthorpe on what can be described as a creative, scientific
mission. There, in the tranquillity of rural life, he spent more than
two years. Those were the most fruitful years in the life of the
world’s greatest scientist.

During his stay at Woolsthorpe Manor, Newton developed
infinitesimal calculus, the Method of Fluxions, or the concepts of
differential and integral calculus. Isaac Newton’s experimental talent
was fully developed, reaching perfection during the same period. It is
believed that the fundamental principles of his light doctrine were
established during his time in Woolsthorpe, stemming from
experiments he conducted while in isolation due to the epidemic.
Finally, his first draft of the Law of Universal Gravitation also
belongs to the same period.

The glorious process of discovering truths is impossible to
perceive. It is challenging to ascertain how a brilliant thinker like
him forges a path to discovery with his exceptional intellect, blessed
with a nearly magical ability to reveal truths amidst the complexities
of science. One thing is certain: every dedicated scientist rigorously
and comprehensively analyses the initial facts, events, and opinions

that come their way, examining them from every angle and accepting
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nothing until they have thoroughly investigated the causes and
consequences. In “Memoirs of the Life, Writings, and Discoveries of
Sir Isaac Newton”, published in 1855 by David Brewster, the
greatest scientist of all time describes himself quite modestly: “I
don’t know what [ may seem to the world, but, as to myself, I seem
to have been only like a boy playing on the seashore, and diverting
myself in now and then finding a smoother pebble or a prettier shell
than ordinary, whilst the great ocean of truth lay all undiscovered
before me.”

An epidemic or a pandemic is a standstill for some people;
Some individuals even think that at such times “life stops, and
becomes useless and aimless.” It seems this depends on a person:
“Either the world creates you, or you create the world yourself,” as
our contemporary American actor, Jack Nicholson, put it.

During the Woolsthorpe years, in the midst of the Black Death
epidemic, Isaac Newton established the foundation for his future
work, a significant portion of which he successfully executed. He
himself created the world, the model of which he left for next
generations to think, not only on purely scientific matters but also on
the purpose of human beings in general, on their mission in this
short-lived, ephemeral world. Isaac Newton was only 25 years old at
the time, but he knew perfectly well what a person should do as a

human being, even in the times of historical turmoil.
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