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In In the 20th century, critics urged Kolau Nadiradze to “write about
contemporary events and topics.” This advice highlights how
progressive and threatening to their regime the Georgian symbolist
poet seemed to the communist party officials during that era.

Kolau Nadiradze’s poetic masterpiece, “25th February of
1921,” serves as vivid evidence of the author’s enduring creative
freedom. This poem successfully evaded Soviet censorship and
gained renewed political significance in Georgia following the
tragedy on 9 April 1989.

Like certain individuals, some poems have a distinctive and
unusual fate. Nadiradze’s poem was as adventurous as its author,
shaped by the tragically comical nature of the communist regime.

In the summer of 1985, the Publishing House Merani released
a collection entitled “One Thousand Lines of a Poet,” dedicated to
the 70th anniversary of the Great October Socialist Revolution in
Russia. Suddenly, a shocking rumour spread in Tbilisi, the capital of
Georgia: an anti-Soviet poem had been included in the book,
intended to provide a clear representation of the creative paths of
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poets and the treasure of Georgian poetry inspired by the Soviet era.
In hindsight, Nadiradze’s anti-Soviet lines candidly express the
poet’s true feelings towards the oppressive system that claimed the
lives of his fellow poets and friends. At that time, everyone was
taken aback by such a scandalous revelation.

The Soviet state employed various mechanisms to ensure that
anti-ideological content never escaped the system’s scrutiny. As a
result, the possibility of such an oversight was considered
inconceivable, and for a time, many dismissed it as malicious gossip.

In reality, Nadiradze’s anti-communist and patriotic poem,
which vividly portrayed the tragic reality of Red Russia’s occupation
of the independent Republic of Georgia, found its way into a Soviet
poetry collection. A portion of this controversial edition had already
entered the market. A swift decision was made to withdraw the
books from circulation, destroy the page containing the infamous
poem, and sell the collection without it.

The author of this article managed to acquire several copies of
the original book before the entire edition was brutally censored at
the publishing house where he worked. Today, two versions of this
unique edition exist: one approved by the Soviet censor and the other
prohibited, with only a few copies remaining. This is the story of
how a Georgian poem survived Soviet censorship and reached the

21st century in a free and independent Georgia.
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