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In March 1854, the British government made its first official
attempts at war photography during the Crimean War. This initiative
sparked widespread interest in photographs taken during combat.

Throughout history, many photographs have commemorated
World War 11, especially the Battle of Berlin, one of the most intense
combat engagements. This article aims to clarify several
misunderstandings surrounding a controversial photograph and to
uncover the truth through historical documents.

In May 1945, the Soviet government proclaimed that the state
flag raised at the Reichstag by Mikheil Egorov and Meliton Kantaria
represented the Flag of Victory. However, war photographer Eugene
Khaldey actually staged the iconic image associated with this event,
having brought three ordinary red flags made from tablecloths from a
Moscow canteen to Berlin. He asked soldiers near the Reichstag to
participate in a photoshoot using one of these flags.

Influenced by well-known staged photographs, the public
remains widely misinformed about the events. Many people
commonly believe that on 2 May 1945, the official Victory Flag flew
over the Reichstag. In reality, about forty red flags already adorned
the building at the time of the capitulation. The work of several
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Soviet photojournalists resulted in dozens of photographs featuring
different soldiers posing with various flags at separate corners of the
Reichstag. These images obscure the true story behind the Victory
Flag, which symbolises the storming of the Reichstag and the defeat
of Nazi Germany.

After the Battle of Berlin, the British observed the Reichstag
building adorned with flags of various shapes and colours as they
took control of the territory from the Soviet army. By that time, the
Soviet forces had already removed the Victory Flag, raised by
Egorov and Kantaria, from the Reichstag and sent it to Moscow.
Consequently, we cannot regard the Allies as eyewitnesses, as they
did not see the Reichstag on 1 or 2 May 1945.

“Those photos merely mimicked the Victory Flag. It was
raised during the nighttime battle, when no photographers were
present at the Reichstag. The cameras of that era could not capture
images in complete darkness. Most WWII photojournalists took their
photographs during the day. Photographers such as Ivan Shagin,
Viktor Tyomin, Alexander Kapustyansky, Yakov Rumkin, and
Evgeny Khaldey improvised and staged scenes that aligned with
their artistic vision. Such false victory flags provide no insight into
the actual location of the true Victory Flag or the heroes who
achieved this historic feat of global significance,” notes Viktor
Saprikov.

All documented evidence clearly indicates that the state flag
attached to the dome of the Reichstag by Egorov and Kantaria is the
sole Victory Flag. In contrast, we should refer to the famous photo
staged by Khaldey as the Red Flag on the Reichstag. The first image
exemplifies bravery, while the second stands as a masterpiece of
photography. Both possess their own distinct value.
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