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The French catchphrase ‘Cherchez la femme’ (literally, ‘look for the
woman’) is the most relevant in politics. Nowadays, Lisa Howard is
hardly remembered even in the United States while back in the
1960s, she embraced the fame first as the TV series actress in
Hollywood and then as a broadcaster on ABC News, leading her
media career into the troubled waters of international politics and
backstage diplomacy.

After her much-publicised interviews with the high-profile
politicians such as the president Dwight Eisenhower, the former first
lady Eleonor Roosevelt, John F. Kennedy in his Senate times, and
Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev, she attracted dangerous attention
to her personality because of the exclusive interviews with Fidel
Castro soon after the 13-day confrontation in the Caribbean crisis of
1962. Some of the modern political analysts believe that her close
communication with the Cuban prime minister who used to be a
constant headache of the American administration has drastically
changed the course of the Cold War.
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Remarkable for her beauty and intelligence, Lisa Howard was
a courageous, talented, and resourceful professional who reached the
heights of the fourth estate and ended up being involved in the US-
Cuba political turmoil of the 1960s.

The successful political and media career of this vivacious
woman who never compromised her principles was harshly
terminated through 1964. Apparently, the Johnson administration
decided to cut Lisa Howard out of the loop around July, ending her
career as a high-level political moderator. Furthermore, her efforts to
control the tone and content of her April TV special, “Cuba and
Castro Today”, boosted her long-time downfall at ABC News. In late
September the network suspended Lisa from the daily show without
official warning and fired her within a month. An attempt to get a
new job failed, since “she had been marked as ‘lousy’”. In the late
spring of 1965, the personal tragedy finalised the long line of
mishaps, exhausting all permissible reserves of strength and desire to
live. As a result, the young woman died of the overdose.

Consequently, Lisa Howard’s attempts to bridge the Cold War
gap across the Florida straits made a solid historic foundation for a
long-awaited approval in the relationship between the United States
and Cuba. As Peter Kornbluh, the author put it, the Obama
Administration granted the dramatic breakthrough in US-Cuba ties
due to Lisa Howard’s international political ventures half a century
later, in March 2016. However, “an honorable rapprochement”, as
she called it in her diary, remains critically frozen up to these days.
As the political problem stays unsolved, Lisa Howard’s forgotten
diplomatic legacy will retain significance.
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