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Elder Ephraim of Philotheou and Arizona performed miracles both 
literally and figuratively. It is reported how the spirit of the 
hieromonk prevented a plane crash in 2017, saving 22 passengers on 
a TUS Airways flight from Larnaca, Cyprus, to Haifa, Israel, when 
the Cypriot pilot, Panagioti unexpectedly fainted. The miracle of this 
style is beyond explanation. One can only believe and say a Prayer of 
Thanksgiving. 

St Anthony Greek Orthodox Monastery founded in Sonoran 
Desert, Arizona, by Elder Ephraim, and the nearby garden planted by 
him and his hard-working holy brothers, make a symbol of the 
immeasurability of human possibilities. This is also a miracle but 
rather a tangible one. The modern wonder was created by the six 
Orthodox Christian monks in four months with their own bare hands 
and faith in God’s help. Today, these orange and olive groves, 
orchard and a small vineyard, paved paths between gazebos and 
Spanish fountains widely attract not only pilgrims but also random 
tourists. Each year about 25 thousand visitors step into this oasis of 
faith in the middle of the desert. St Antony Monastery ranks third in 
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popularity throughout Arizona, after the Grand Canyon and the red 
rocks of Sedona. 

Born in Volos, Greece, on 24 June 1927, Ioannis Moraitis 
travelled a long and arduous journey before becoming a living 
symbol of spirituality as an Athonite Elder. To provide spiritual 
support for Greek immigrants, Father Ephraim established seventeen 
monasteries and a nursing home in the United States and Canada. 
This was an unprecedented fact, close to a miracle, for in just a few 
years the grace of Orthodox Christianity has spread like wildfire to 
the North American continent. 

Jesus said: “for many be called, but few chosen” (Matthew 
20:16). Truly, one of those few was Elder Ephraim. Till his last 
breath, he tried to help believers, warn them, guide them, and prepare 
for the eternity of the afterlife. 

On 7 December 2019, Archimandrite Ephraim of Philotheou 
and Arizona has reposed in the Lord at about 10 PM local time, at St 
Anthony Monastery in Florence, Arizona. Shortly before his passing, 
blessed Father said that in two months after his death, an “undeclared 
war” would begin in the world, that would take the lives of many 
people. His prophecy was fulfilled at the appointed time. Most 
countries in the world were hit by Covid-19. No one knows yet how 
great the spiritual and physical damage will be brought to humanity 
by this coronavirus. Ephraim of Arizona asked all his spiritual 
children to be patient and keep praying to the Lord. 
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saswaulebi, wm. antonis monasteri 
 
amerikaSi moRvawe berZeni beri, efrem arizone-

li saswaulebs axdenda rogorc pirdapiri, ise ga-
dataniTi mniSvnelobiT. 2017 wlis 9 oqtombers kip-
rosuli aviakompaniis TviTmfrinavi larnakadan is-
raelis saporto qalaq xaifasken Cveul reiss asru-
lebda. daSvebamde aTi wuTiT adre Zravs problemebi 
Seeqmna. swored am dros berZenma mfrinavma panaio-
tim moulodnelad goneba dakarga. jerac kidev bu-
ranSi myofma pilotma igrZno, rogor gadaibara or-
ma mxurvale xelma marTvis pulti. ocdaorma SeSine-
bulma ebraelma moTqma-godeba daiwyo, davixocebi-
To. panikas ar ahyolia nazareTeli marTlmadidebe-
li arqimandriti mama andria, romelic skvnilze ie-
sos locvas CurCulebda. 

TviTmfrinavi mSvidobianad mibrunda larnakas 
aeroportSi. aRelvebuli piloti arqimandrits xel-
ze emTxvia da meore beri moikiTxa. mama andriam upa-
suxa, rom mis gverdiT aravin mjdara. piloti irwmu-
neboda: `dabali, Zalian gamxdari, TeTrwvera beri 
Cems xelebs saWeze akavebda. swored man gvixsna ka-
tastrofisgan~.12 arqimandritma mfrinavs efrem ari-
zonelis foto uCvena da gaocebulma pilotma masSi 
reisis gadamrCeneli moxuci amoicno. am stilis sas-
wauli axsnas ar eqvemdebareba. ubralod, unda ir-
wmuno da samadlobeli locva Tqva. 
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arizonis StatSi arsebul sonoras udabnoSi 
daarsebuli wminda antonis saxelobis monasteri da 
mis garSemo Seqmnili walkoti adamianuri SesaZleb-
lobebis usazRvroebis simboloa. esec saswaulia, 
oRond ufro xelSesaxebi. aseT saswaulebs mudmivad 
axdenda efrem arizoneli, igive filoTeveli. `ada-
mianis sicocxle bewvze hkidia~, ambobda igi. `Cveni 
cxovreba, yovel nabijze SeiZleba Sewydes. ramdenma 
gaiRviZa da saRamo veRar ixila? ramdenma daiZina 
da veRar gaiRviZa? zeciuri qalaqisken mimavali gza 
ekliania da masze mavals terfebidan sisxli sdis, 
magram samoTxeSi damkvidrebis imedi yvelaferze 
mZlavria da mogzaurs moTminebas matebs~.11 

saberZneTis qalaq volosSi 1927 wlis 24 ivniss 
daibada ioanis moraitisi, momavali arqimandriti da 
aTonis mTaze filoTeosis monastris winamZRvari, 
amerikis SeerTebul Statebsa da kanadaSi Tvrameti 
monastris damaarsebeli.14 jer kidev bavSvobaSi, mo-
nazvnuri cxovrebisadmi interesi dedamisma viqtori-
am (mogvianebiT, monazonma Teofaniam) gauRviva. qals 
ori xilva hqonda nanaxi17 da cdilobda, Svili Seem-
zadebina im udidesi RvawlisTvis, rac ufalma ga-
numzada mis vaJs. oTxi Svilis mama, profesiiT xuro 
dimitric morwmune, magram sakuTar sulier srulyo-
faze naklebad orientirebuli adamiani iyo, radgan 
viqtoriaseuli madli aklda. RvTis sityvis siyva-
rulma, sabolood, wminda aTonis mTaze, RvTismSob-
lis savaneSi miiyvana ioanisi. manamde ki, RmerTisken 
savali rTuli da mixveul-moxveuli aRmoCnda. 

germanuli okupaciis pirvel wlebSi iZulebu-
li gaxda skolaSi swavlisTvis Tavi daenebebina da 
ufros ZmasTan, nikolasTan erTad ojaxis daxmareba-
ze ezruna. dedmamiSvilebi, ZiriTadad, wvrilmanebiT 
vaWrobdnen. erT dRes okupantebma bazris moedans 
alya Semoartyes yvela iq myofis daxvretis mizniT. 
didi xvewna-mudariT mosaxleobam mteri daiTanxma, 
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qalebi da bavSvebi mainc daendoT. nikolasma bazris 
teritoria manamde datova da daWeras SemTxveviT 
gadaurCa, magram 15 wlis ioanisi alyaSi moyva. Sim-
Silisgan gaZvaltyavebulsa da mis asakTan mTeli 
TaviT dabals, patara biWisTvis tradiciuli Sorte-
bi ecva. misma garegnobam mteri moatyua, bavSvad mi-
iCnies da sul bolo wams gauSves. im dRes qalaqis 
yvela vaJi da mamakaci daxvrites bazris moedanze. 

rodesac volosSi SimSiloba daiwyo, moraiti-
sebi sxvebiviT balaxs agrovebdnen sakvebad. mravali 
SiSi da tanjva gamoiara ojaxma meore msoflio 
omis periodSi. deda viqtorias locvis madliT, yve-
la gansacdels Tavi daaRwies da faSistebis xeli-
dan sikvdils gadaurCnen.  

erTi gza rom gadaiketeba, meore gamoCndebao, 
naTqvamia da marTali gamodga momavali wminda mamis 
SemTxvevaSic. maxlobel eklesiaSi ioseb isixastis 
mowafem, aTonelma mRvdelmonazonma efremma (eriska-
cobaSi gvarad karaianisma) daiwyo msaxureba. masTan 
saubrebis wyalobiT, axalgazrda efremi saero 
cxovrebas TandaTan CamoSorda da aTonis mTaze gam-
gzavreba gadawyvita. mamamisi amis sastiki winaaRmde-
gi iyo da Svilis yovel nabijs umkacresad akon-
trolebda. deda farulad daexmara ioaniss da 20 
wlis axalgazrda Sinidan gaapara. rodesac dimit-
rim cols simarTle aTqmevina, maSinve velosipediT 
daedevna vaJs ukan dasabruneblad, magram waiqca da 
ise mZimed daSavda, iZulebuli gaxda, Sin mibrunebu-
liyo. amgvarad, ioaniss sakmarisi dro mieca, rom 
fexiT misuliyo portamde. 1947 wlis 26 seqtembers 
patara gemma mSobliuri garemodan Sor gzas gauye-
na, `warmavlobidan maradiulobis sanapirosken~.3 

12 weliwadi dahyo morCilebaSi aTonis mTaze 
wminda ioane naTlismcemlis patara eklesiaSi. erTa-
derTi baraTi gaugzavna wminda mTidan dedas: `aq 
Cven wyliT ki ara, cremlebiT ganvibanebiT xolme~.17 
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aTonze gatarebul wlebSi sulierad gaZlierda da 
rwmenaSi gaizarda wminda ZmebSi umrwmesi. ukanas-
knel amosunTqvamde ar moscilebia mama ioseb aTo-
nels, romelic upirobod miiRo Tavis moZRvrad. 
mxolod orjer gaigona sakuTari saxeli sulieri 
mSoblisgan. Cveulebriv, ostaturad SerCeuli dam-
cinavi epiTetebiT uxmobda mama iosebi volosel 
morCils. 

bevri midioda aTonis mTaze, magram Zalian co-
ta rCeboda bolomde. rogorc ieso qristem brZana: 
`mravalni arian Cinebul, da mciredni rCeul~ (maTe, 
20:16). mama efremi im kurTxeul umciresobaSi aRmoC-
nda, vinc bolomde gauZlo uCveulo wvrTnas da sa-
Tanado sulier siZlieres miaRwia. ar uWirda morCi-
leba, radgan wrfeli guliT xvdeboda, raodeni 
mzrunveloba imaleboda moZRvris moCvenebiTi sa-
lanZRavi sityvebis miRma. wlebis Semdeg mama ioseb-
ze daweril wignSi gulwrfelad aRmoxda efrem 
arizonels: `ra madlieria axla Cemi suli misi wmin-
da enis am qirurgiuli Carevis gamo~.15 amas garda, 
morCilis yurs miswvda xmebi, rom zurgs ukan mama 
iosebi mas didi siyvaruliT locavda xolme.19 

1959 wels mxcovani moZRvari miicvala da mama 
efrems rva berisgan Semdgari jgufis sulieri meTa-
uroba daekisra. aTi welic ar iyo gasuli, rom misi 
samwysos raodenoba 40-mde gaizarda.14 1973 wels 
aTonis wminda mTis monastrebis mmarTveli sabWos 
TxovniT, Tavis wminda ZmebTan erTad filoTeosis 
monasterSi gadavida, misi ricxobrivi da sulieri 
gazrdis mizniT. pirveli warmatebis Semdeg, aTonis 
mTis sxva sami monasteric daayena fexze. 

1979 wels mama efrems qirurgiuli Careva das-
Wirda da berZnuli warmoSobis kanadelebma opera-
ciis gakeTeba kanadaSi urCies. erT Tveze meti mou-
wia iq darCena srul gamojanmrTelebamde. Tumca sa-
kuTar Tavze zrunviT arc rodis Semofarglula. 
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Sesabamisad, kanadaSi yofnis periodSi berZnuli di-
asporis warmomadgenlebs xSirad xvdeboda da gaog-
nebulma aRmoaCina maTi sulieri cxovrebis simwire. 
ucxoobaSi myofi berZnebi naklebad icavdnen reli-
giur wesebs, adgilobrivi garyvnilebis morevSi io-
lad iZirebodnen da sul ufro Sordebodnen deda 
eklesiis wiaRs. Tvalcremlian mama efrems gaucxo-
vebuli yofili Tanamemamuleebi umwyemsod mitove-
bul faras agonebda.8 

aTonis mTaze dabrunebul wminda mamas werile-
bis zRvas ugzavnidnen emigrantebi, masTan kvlav 
Sexvedras iTxovdnen. uars rogor etyoda da konti-
nentebs Soris mogzaurobas SeeCvia. jer kanadis did 
qalaqebs stumrobda regularulad: torontos, van-
kuversa da monreals. mere StatebSic gadavida iqau-
ri berZnebis TxovniT. misi gamudmebuli mimofrena 
ar moswondaT aTonis mTaze da ultimatumis winaSe 
daayenes mama efremi: an aToni, an amerika airCieo. 
wminda mamam iloca da am dros ecnoba amerikuli 
misiis Sesaxeb. 1990 wels filoTeosis monastris wi-
namZRvrobidan gadadga da amerikaSi damkvidrda. 

axal samyaroSi fexis mokideba urTulesi aR-
moCnda, radgan amerikuli saarqiepiskoposos sinodma 
Tavi Sors daiWira mama efremisgan. igi droebiT Sei-
fara sazRvargareTis rusulma marTlmadideblurma 
eklesiam. weliwadze meti gavida, vidre konstanti-
nopolis sapatriarqo wminda beris iurisdiqciis sa-
kiTxebs moagvarebda. saboloo jamSi, qmedebis sru-
li Tavisufleba mianiWes: kanadisa da aSS-is teri-
toriaze mxolod sakuTari gadawyvetilebis safuZ-
velze SeeZlo monastrebis daarseba. 

wminda mama adgilobriv mRvdel antonTan er-
Tad gaemgzavra sonoras udabnoSi, monastris asage-
bad Sesaferi adgilis asarCevad. Sua gzaSi mama an-
tons zaris rekvis xma Semoesma, Tumca axlomaxlo 
aranairi Senoba ar Canda. mama efremma es RvTis niS-
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nad CaTvala. saswrafod im adgilis patroni moZeb-
na, sadac zaris xma gaisma. sabednierod, miwis nakve-
Ti gasayidi aRmoCnda. rodesac teritoriis mflo-
belma Seityo, risTvis surdaT berebs misi miwa, fa-
si gaunaxevra.19 

1995 wlis zafxulSi xuTi aToneli beri da ef-
rem arizoneli axalnayid teritoriaze dasaxldnen 
da wminda antonis saxelobis monastris agebas Se-
udgnen arizonis Statis samxreTSi mdebare sonoras 
udabnoSi. lamis pirvelyofil pirobebSi uwevdaT 
muSaoba. arc deni hqondaT, arc wyali da saSeni ma-
salis naklebobac mudmiv Tavsatexad gadaqceodaT. 
RvTis Sewevnis imedad, Sroma ar SeuwyvetiaT. male 
Semowirulobebic wamovida da samSeneblo saqmiano-
ba sruli datvirTviT gaCaRda. dReSi 15 saaTi Sro-
mobdnen berebi. paralelurad, arc locva Seumcire-
biaT. rekordul vadaSi – oTx TveSi taZari mzad 
iyo. mis garSemo forToxlisa da zeTisxilis baRi 
gaaSenes. bostani, patara venaxi, koxta bilikebi, 
fanCaturebi da espanuri Sadrevnebi daamates.18 

marTlmadidebluri oazisis sanaxavad, momloc-
velebTan erTad, turistebmac daiwyes modineba. amJa-
mad, weliwadSi 25 aTasi adamiani stumrobs udabnos 
am saocrebas. didi kanionisa da sedonas wiTeli 
kldeebis Semdeg, swored mama efremis wminda anto-
nis saxelobis monasteria yvelaze popularuli ad-
gili arizonis mTel StatSi. axla iq ukve 50-ze me-
ti beri saxlobs.9 

mcire droSi Seqmna monastrebis mTeli qseli 
adgilobrivebis TxovniTa da TanadgomiT. rogorc 
mitropolitma ieroTeos vlaxosma xatovnad aRniSna: 
efrem arizonelze `zeciuri cecxli gadmovida da 
es cecxli man amerikis eklesias gadasca, romelsac 
Zalian sWirdeboda~.13 mxolod cifrebSic ki efrem 
arizonelis udidesi sulieri Rvawli warmoudgen-
lad STambeWdavia: Svidi mamaTa da TerTmeti dedaTa 
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monasteri daaarsa. es marTlac arnaxuli saocreba 
iyo, radgan sul ramdenime weliwadSi marTlmadi-
deblobis madli cecxliviT moedo CrdiloeT ameri-
kis kontinents. 

Rirsi ioseb aTonelis (isixastis) sulierma 
Svilma da memkvidrem, arqimandritma efrem arizo-
nelma 2019 wlis 7 dekembers ganisvena qristeSi. am 
qveynidan gasvlis win wminda mamas uTqvams, rom misi 
gardacvalebidan ori Tvis Tavze samyaroSi `gamou-
cxadebeli omi~ daiwyeboda, romelic bevri adamia-
nis sicocxles imsxverplebda. 

efrem arizonelis winaswarmetyveleba16 daT-
qmul dros asrulda. msoflio mravali TviT gaCer-
da. `sikvdilis virusma~, romelic kovid-19-is saxe-
liT moevlina dedamiwas, TiTqmis, yvela qveyanaSi 
SeaRwia. ukve asi aTasobiT adamiani gardaicvala da 
jer kidev aravin uwyis, uaxloes momavalSi ra mas-
Stabebs miiRebs, ra aunazRaurebel sulier da mate-
rialur zarals miayenebs koronavirusi kacobrio-
bas. efrem arizonelis azriT, adamianTa xsnis erTa-
derTi gza moTminebaa: `iloce, Svilo, radgan loc-
vazea damokidebuli yvelaferi da, rac mTavaria, 
Cveni sulebis cxoneba... mTeli sulieri Zalebi mo-
vikriboT, rom mtkiced vidgeT im didi saTnoebis 
aRsrulebisTvis, romelsac moTmineba hqvia~.1 saoc-
rad orazrovani da, amave dros, zusti damoZRvraa. 
swored Cveni mouTmenlobaa umTavresi mizezi, ris 
gamoc virusma, romlisgan Cveulebrivi xelis sapons 
SeuZlia dagvicvas, pandemia da panika gamoiwvia. 
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