Diana Tkebuchava
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4337-3259

Doctor of Philology (Media Studies), Professor,
Academic Research Coordinator at BRAMS Institute

TRACES OF A GEORGIAN SCIENTIST
LOST IN FOREIGN LANDS

(Abstract)

KEYWORDS: Georgia, Russia, Conspiracy, Bagration, Chemistry, Galvanic
Studies, Mihaly Zichy

On 9 December 1832, the Georgian ‘castle fell from inside’ as
usual. Courage failed Yasse Falavandishvili, the brother of the
Public Governor of Thilisi, and he betrayed his co-conspirators by
giving the plot away to the de facto Viceroy of the Caucasus,
Baron von Rosen.

Nicko Phalavandishvili was furious after receiving
an unpleasant mail for breakfast: the delivered poem exposed the
repressive policy of Tsarist Russia forcefully introduced to
Georgia. It also revealed his brother Yasse as a traitor to the
conspiring Georgian noblemen.

Surprisingly, and to the shame of the intelligence, the
culprits were identified as 14-15-year-old high schoolers — the
author of the satirical poem Nicholas Baratashvili and its
distributor Peter Bagration. The juveniles escaped arrest but were

sentenced to flogging in front of the family members. Prince Peter
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fled to Saint Petersburg to avoid punishment and stayed at his
great-aunt, Anna Bagration of Golitsyn.

In 1842, Peter Bagration became involved in physics and
chemistry. In November of the same year, Prince Peter was
awarded the Order of Saint Stanislaus 3rd degree ‘for success in
galvanic studies’. In 1843, he published his first scientific
research about the galvanic cell he created. The following
significant work about the phenomenon that Bagration ‘detected
during his galvanic experiments’ was soon also published abroad.

The opportunistic foreign scientists harboured in the
Russian Academy of Sciences quickly realised the value of the
Bagration research. Through them, as early as 1845, precious
metals were processed in Europe and America using the method
of Georgian scientist. But a historical injustice happened when the
well-known Bagration method of obtaining gold was reintroduced
to Russia half a century later, in 1894, as the MacArthur-Forrest
cyanidation process — developed only in 1887.
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