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The world, torn by war, awaits the inauguration of the 47th
President of the United States — and so does Georgia. What will
America be like during the next four years of Donald Trump’s
second term? His inaugural messages offer clues.

Events in the superpower and any ensuing global
redistribution of power will affect a territorially small country,
such as Georgia. It will again have to cross the precarious bridge
of world politics, demonstrating the patience of Job, the wisdom
of Solomon and the prudence of ancient builders — skills
required to maintain balance on an unstable planet in the turbulent
twenty-first century.

It would be naive to expect the 47th President to wave a
magic wand and calm a world already engulfed in multiple
conflicts. Like many predecessors, Trump is likely to prioritise
domestic problems and the interests of his own citizens — a
natural and predictable stance.

There is reason for guarded optimism: Trump’s public
output and stated priorities overlap in part with Georgia’s
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interests. Since 1987, he has published some twenty-two books,
mostly manuals and advice on business and personal success. His
most recent book, Save America (published 3 September 2024),
presents him — after the assassination attempt in Pennsylvania on
13 July — as a figure who survived and now casts that survival as
a mandate to “save” the nation; the volume quickly became a
commercial bestseller.

Trump’s re-election ensures he remains at the centre of
media attention. He continues to defend his positions and, as part
of a broad programme to restore America’s perceived former
standing, has shown interest in questions around the media’s
dignity, impartiality and neutrality.

Trump’s essays merit separate scholarly attention. His essay
collection, Think As a Champion, has long been a useful teaching
resource in my work with student journalists. Published well
before his presidency, the book addresses young readers and
distils the author’s professional and personal experience. The life
of a billionaire businessman whose name became a global brand
provides rich material for analysis by young adults beginning
their careers. Direct, candid and often practical, the book offers

numerous tips on success, leadership and their implications.
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