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The American chemist and inventor Thomas Alva Edison (1847-
1931) is considered the “Father of Modern Cinema” in the United 
States. His versatile activity became the basis for many 
innovations in the history of cinematography. However, the 
contribution of Edison’s talented young assistant, the Scottish 
inventor William Kennedy-Laurie Dickson (1860-1935), remains 
underestimated: In 1888, Dixon was the one who created the 
kinetoscope. In 1891, William skillfully connected this device to 
the phonograph and assembled the first ‘talking’ film, “Dixon 
Greeting” in Edison’s laboratory. 

Thomas Edison was driven only by the desire for financial 
gain as efficiently as possible. He could never grasp the soul of 
cinematography. He used the achievements of his European 
colleagues without back thoughts, while his fellow citizens treated 
him equally ruthlessly: In legal terms, Thomas Edison’s copyright 
was infringed by other American movie producers. In 1915, the 
US Supreme Court ruled that Thomas Edison’s motion picture 
company was prohibited from monopolizing film production, 
rental, and distribution. The appeal did not bring a change in the 
situation. Therefore, Thomas Edison left the movie business for 
good as he sold his film laboratory in March 1918. 
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aSS-Si `Tanamedrove kinos mamad~ amerikeli 

qimikosi da gamomgonebeli, Tomas edisoni1 (1847-1931) 

iTvleba. misi mravalmxrivi moRvaweoba safuZvlad 

daedo araerT siaxles kinematografis Seqmnisa da 

ganviTarebis istoriaSi.2 man aseve gamoigona bgerisa 

da musikis Camweri aparati – fonografi (1877). 

Tumca, aucileblad unda aRiniSnos edisonis 

uniWieresi axalgazrda asistentis, edisonis ideaTa 

xorcSemsxmelis, Sotlandieli gamomgoneblis, 

uiliam diqsonis3 (1860-1935) jerac saTanadod 

daufasebeli Rvawli: 1888 wels uSualod diqsonma 

Seqmna kinetoskopi. 1891 wels es aparati uiliamma 

ostaturad daakavSira fonografTan da msoflio 

istoriaSi pirveli `molaparake~ filmi `diqsonis 

misalmeba~4 gadaiRo edisonis laboratoriaSi. 

evropidan dabrunebul edisons uiliam diqsonma 

aCvena mis mier Seqmnili es mokle filmi: ekranidan 

man Tavi daukra ufross da miesalma.5 
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Tomas edisonma, romelic amerikulma 

sazogadoebam gamogonebaTa geniosad aRiara, Tqva: 

`cxovrebaSi warumatebeli adamianebi isini arian, 

vinc ver mixvda, Tu ra axlos iyo warmatebasTan, 

rodesac cdas Tavi daaneba~.6 sxvebis gakvalulze 

warmatebiT siaruli mas sakmaod didxans 

gamosdioda.7 

1893 wlis 1 Tebervals oficialurad gaixsna 

Tomas edisonis kinostudia `kinetografis warmoebis 

centri~.8 Senobis Savi feris gamo, mas xalxma 

xumrobiT `Savi maria~ (Black Maria)9 Searqva, 

policiis sabadrago karetis analogiiT, romelsac 

vizualurad Zalian waagavda. mogvianebiT meore 

metsaxeli – `pedis oTxTvalac~10 uwodes. 

gare gadaRebisaTvis diqsonma maRali, grZeli 

kedeli aago, romlis fonzec calkeuli epizodi 

TamaSdeboda da kinofirze aRibeWdeboda. iRebdnen 

mokriveTa orTabrZolebs, sacirko triukebs, scenebs 

vodevilidan da sxv. gadaRebebSi monawileobis 

misaRebad cirkisa da vodevilis msaxiobebs, 

sportsmenebs, balerinebs iwvevdnen. aseve iyenebdnen 

gawvrTnil cxovelebs. zogjer laboratoriisa da 

kinostudiis sanaxavad misul gamoCenil 

adamianebsac sTavazobdnen gadaRebaSi monawileobas. 

TiToeul films 20-30 wamiani qronometraJi hqonda. 

filmis xangrZlivobis gazrda ver xerxdeboda, 

radgan 14 metrze ufro grZeli firebi saproeqcio 

aparatSi gavlisas xSirad wydeboda. 

1893 wels Tomas edisonma kinetoskopi niu-

iorkis erT-erT gamofenaze waradgina. iq mas idea 

miawodes, iseTi xelsawyo gaekeTebina, romelic 
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mxolod erTi mayureblisTvis ki ar iqneboda 

gankuTvnili, aramed, bevrisTvis erTdroulad. maSin 

Tomas edisonma am rCevas yuradReba ar miaqcia, rac 

wlebis Semdeg mwared inana. 

1894 wels yovelTviur Jurnal `saukuneSi~ 

uiliam diqsonma da misma dam, antoniam erToblivi 

statia11 gamoaqveynes kinetoskopis Sesaxeb, 

romelsac Tomas edisonis Sesavali erTvoda. 

gamomgonebeli varauds gamoTqvamda, rom 

kinetoskopis daxmarebiT, axlo momavalSi 

mayurebels aRar dasWirdeboda TeatrSi wasvla 

saopero speqtaklis sanaxavad, radgan pirdapir 

sakuTar saxlSi SeZlebda warmodgenis yurebas. 

uiliam diqsonis mier 1895 wels gamocemul wignsac 

`kinematografis, kinetoskopisa da kinetofonis 

istoria~12 edisonis winasityvaoba axlda. 

edisonis kompaniis yvelaze popularuli filmi 

`fred otis dacemineba~13 uiliam diqsonma 1894 wels 

gadaiRo. edisonis laboratoriis meqanikosi fred 

oti enakvimati kaci iyo. am namuSevarma pirveli 

saavtoro ufleba moipova, oti ki kidev ramdenime 

filmSi gadaiRes. 

1894 wels Seqmnili filmebidan aRsaniSnavia: 

• `bufalo bili~14 

• `karmensita~15 

• `eni oukli~16 

• `anabelis peplis cekva~17 

• `anabelis mzis cekva~18 

• `sius tomis moCvenebebis cekva~19 

• `kulturisti iujin sendou~20 

• `saparikmaxero~.21 
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yvela am filmis prodiuseri, reJisori da 

operatori uiliam diqsoni iyo. zogjer mas uiliam 

haisi (1847-1910) exmareboda, romlis reJisoruli 

namuSevaria 1896 wels gadaRebuli saxelganTqmuli 

filmi `(qvrivi jonsis) kocna~22 mei irvinisa (1862-

1938) da jon raisis (1857-1915) monawileobiT. 

diqsoni da haisi mxatvrul kinosuraTebsac 

qmnidnen da dokumentur filmebsac iRebdnen. 

kinostudiaSi `Savi maria~ samuSaod xSirad 

iwvevdnen axal-axal msaxiobebs. 1895 wels 

gadaRebuli diqson-haisis erToblivi namuSevari 

`serpantinis cekva~,23 romelSic msaxiobi anabel 

mori (1878-1961) TamaSobda, amerikis xelisuflebam 

droebiT akrZala, vinaidan kadrSi msaxiobis 

sacvlebi Canda. es iyo kinocenzuris pirveli faqti. 

kinetoskopiT Seqmnili eqsperimentuli 

filmebis popularobam ufro meti da Tematurad 

gacilebiT mravalferovani filmebis gadaRebis 

moTxovnileba warmoSva. amitom Seiqmna axali, 

portatuli kamera, romliTac 1896 wels niu-iorkSi 

gadaiRes epizodebi yoveldRiuri cxovrebidan. 

Tanamedrove mayurebelze maTi naxva gansakuTrebul 

efeqts ver moaxdens, magram XIX saukunis miwuruls 

es mokle filmebi sakmao popularobiT 

sargeblobda amerikul sazogadoebaSi. TandaTan 

sanaxaobas axal-axali peizaJebi daemata, magaliTad, 

niagaras CanCqeri, matarebeli `Savi almasis 

eqspresi~ (1896 wlis dekemberSi). 1897 wlis ianvarSi 

gadaiRes prezident mak-kinlis inauguracia.24 

edisonis kompaniis mier gadaRebuli filmebi 

10-15 dolari Rirda. maT kinetoskopis mflobelebi 
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yidulobdnen sakuTar saxlebsa Tu darbazebSi 

sayureblad. mzardi popularoba sul ramdenime 

weliwadSi minelda, rac samma mTavarma problemam 

gamoiwvia. 

edisonis kompaniis generalurma menejerma, 

uiliam gilmorma maqsimalurad miCqmala uiliam 

diqsonis saxeli da edison-diqsonis erTobliv 

gamogonebebze mxolod Tomas edisons gauforma 

saavtoro uflebebi. swored gibsonTan usiamovnebis 

gamo, 1895 wlis meore naxevarSi uiliam diqsoni 

edisonis kompaniidan wavida. am unikalurma 

adamianma iseTi amouvsebeli SemoqmedebiTi 

sicariele datova kompaniaSi, ise daaklda misi niWi 

da Tavdadebuli Sroma kinoproduqcias, rom Tomas 

edisonma es danaklisi veRarasodes ainazRaura. 

amas garda, Tomas edisons Tavidan ar egona, 

rom kinetoskopi odesme gansakuTrebul 

popularobas moipovebda. amitom 1890-ian wlebis 

dasawyisSi aSS-is garda sxvagan arsad daapatenta es 

gamogoneba, radgan fuli daenana. kinetoskopis 

aslebi mTel evropas moedo modificirebuli da 

gaumjobesebuli saxiT. amitom uSualod edisonis 

aparatisadmi interesi TandaTanobiT Semcirda. 

dabolos, edisoni Zalian gvian mixvda, udidesi 

Secdoma rom dauSva roca Tavis droze ar izruna 

saproeqcio sistemis ganviTarebaze mravalricxovani 

mayureblisTvis. Tomas edisonze misi Tanamedroveebi 

xumrobdnen: kino yuTSi Caketao. 

diqsonis nacvlad StatSi ayvanilma alfred 

klarkma 1895 wels istoriul Temaze ori filmi 
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gadaiRo: `Jana d’arki~ da `maria stiuartis 

sikvdiliT dasja~,25 romelSic Sotlandiis 

dedoflis roli mamakacma Seasrula. amas garda, 

maria stiuartze gadaRebul filmSi pirvelad 

gamoiyenes stop-kadri: rodesac jalaTma marias 

Tavi kunZze daadebina, kamera droebiT gamorTes, 

msaxiobi fituliT Secvales da Semdeg gadaReba 

gaagrZeles – jalaTma fituls Tavi moaWra. am 

kadris naxvam mayurebelze waruSleli 

STabeWdileba datova. 

kinetoskopis aslebi mTel evropas sokoebiviT 

moedo, Tanac modificirebuli da gaumjobesebuli 

saxiT. amitom uSualod edisonis aparatisadmi 

interesi TandaTanobiT Semcirda. amerikelma orjer 

miswera werili frang Zmeb lumierebs da sTxova, 

sinematografi mieyidaT, magram orivejer civi uari 

miiRo. 

amerikelma gamomgonebelma far-xmali iolad 

ar dayara. Tavisi kinokompaniis sruli 

reorganizacia moaxdina: kinematografis 

ganyofilebis xelmZRvanelad jeims uaiti daniSna 

da sakuTar biznesSi Tavisi TanamSromlebis 

colebic CarTo. qalebi xeliT aferadebdnen 

kinosuraTebs. rodesac edisonis kompaniis axalma 

aparatma – kinetofonma ar gaamarTla xmisa da 

gamosaxulebis asinqronulobis gamo, edisonma 

Tomas armatisa (1866-1948) da Carlz frensis 

jenkinsis (1867-1934) fantoskopze26 (phantoscope) 
saavtoro uflebebi iyida. Semdeg saxeli gadaarqva, 

`edisonis vitaskopi~27 uwoda da sakuTar 

gamogonebad gaasaRa. 
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1896 wlis 23 aprils niu-iorkSi kosterisa da 

bialis miuzik-holSi arsebul vodevilis TeatrSi 

Catarda vitaskopis anu `sicocxlis borblis~ 

pirveli sajaro demonstrireba.28 am seansze 12 

filmi aCvena edisonma: nawili mis studiaSi iyo 

gadaRebuli kinetoskopisaTvis, xolo nawili 

frangebis – Zmebi lumierebisa da ingliselebis – 

bert eiqrzisa (1854-1918) da robert polis (1869-1943) 

namuSevrebis aralegaluri aslebi iyo. kinoCveneba 

daasrula gaferadebulma filmma `anabelis peplis 

cekva~,29 romelmac didi ovacia daimsaxura. Tomas 

edisoni kinos fuZemdeblad aRiares, vitaskops ki 

`edisonis bolo saswauli~ uwodes. aSS-Si aravis 

ainteresebda is faqti, rom vitaskopi gacilebiT 

Camouvardeboda lumierebis sinematografs 

teqnikuri monacemebiT da Tan, saproeqcio 

ganaTebasTan dakavSirebuli problemebic hqonda. 

imave wlis ivnisSi axal orleanSi (luizianas 

Stati) 400 mayurebelze gaTvlili kinoTeatri 

`vitaskop-holi~ gaixsna, sadac mxolod Tomas 

edisonis filmebs aCvenebdnen. 

evropeli konkurentebis garda, edisons male 

Tanamemamuleebic daematnen: kinobiznesiT 

dakavebuli sxva amerikelebi kinetoskopisa da 

kinetografis imitaciebs akeTebdnen. saqmem imdenad 

seriozuli saxe miiRo, rom edisonma kanonis ZaliT 

gadawyvita sakuTari uflebebis dacva. 1897 wlis 31 

agvistos man Tavisi Zveli sapatento gancxadeba 

xelmeored daamowma patentebis ganyofilebaSi. 

Semdeg sasamarTloSi iCivla, rogorc `moZravi 
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suraTebis~ gadamRebma da saCvenebeli aparatebis 

gamomgonebelma da misi gamogonebiT mosargeble 

yvela pirisgan fulis gadaxda moiTxova. ase daiwyo 

sapatento omis30 saxeliT cnobili aTwliani 

sasamarTlo dava. 

Tomas edisoni mxolod xelisuflebis mesame 

Stos imedad ar gaCerebula. man kerZo deteqtivebi 

daiqirava, romlebic poulobdnen im saqmosnebs, vinc 

sapatento gadasaxads ar uxdida edisons. am 

adamianebs aparaturas unadgurebdnen, kinofirebs 

uwvavdnen da fizikuradac uswordebodnen. 

konkurentebis winaaRmdeg brZolis aseTi sastiki 

meTodebis miuxedavad, edisonisTvis fulis 

gadaxdas aravin apirebda. erTaderTi warmateba is 

iyo, rom edisonma lumierebis warmomadgenlebis 

aSS-dan gaZeveba moaxerxa. amerikuli mcire 

kinokompaniebis umetesoba, ubralod, aralegalur 

saqmianobas eweoda da Tomas edisoni verafers 

aklebda maT mzard raodenobas. 

1897 wels edisonma uari Tqva vitaskopis 

gamoyenebaze da axali saproeqcio aparati – 

projeqtorkoli Seqmna, romelic winamorbeds 

bevrad sjobda. XX saukunis dasawyisidan edisonis 

kinokompania popularuli ucxouri kinosuraTebis 

rimeiqebis SeqmniT iyo ZiriTadad dakavebuli. 

filmebidan umniSvnelo mogeba hqonda da finansuri 

warmateba mxolod proeqtorebisa da sxva 

kinomasalis gayidvas mohqonda misTvis. edisonma ver 

SeZlo kinoindustriis monopolizeba, radgan 

mxolod mas ar aRmoaCnda saqmosnis alRo da 

sindisis Zafi gawyvetili. samarTlebrivad rom 
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vTqvaT, saavtoro uflebebis darRvevaze kinos sxva 

amerikeli mwarmoeblebic ar ambobdnen uars. maT 

male ipoves gamosavali, edisonis devnisgan Tavis 

dasaRwevad. rodesac romelime kinokompania filmis 

gadaRebas apirebda, misi ofisidan jer sul sxva 

mimarTulebiT gadioda dekoraciebis jgufi, 

romelic daqiravebul deteqtivebs gaityuebda, 

xolo ZiriTadi koleqtivi amis Semdeg gadioda 

gadasaReb moedanze da mSvidad muSaobda. am xerxiT, 

warmatebiT atyuebdnen mis mier daqiravebul 

deteqtivebs. 

xangrZlivi kinoomis periodSi erTaderTi 

mniSvnelovani movlena iyo 1909 wels Tomas 

edisonis mier perioduli gamocemis, Jurnal 

`kinetografis~31 daarseba, sadac ibeWdeboda 

statiebi misi kinokompaniis miRwevebze, kinoteqnikis 

siaxleebsa da warmoebaSi gaSvebul filmebze. 1910 

wlis martis nomerSi am Jurnalis yda daamSvena 

fotom axalgadaRebuli filmidan `frankenStaini~ 

(1910),32 xolo uSualod nomerSi filmis orgverdiani 

anotacia daibeWda. reJisori iyo jeims Sirli 

doli, xolo mTavar rols asrulebda Carlz ogli. 

1915 wels aSS-is uzenaesi sasamarTlos 

gadawyvetilebiT, romelsac mosamarTle oliver 

buT dikinsoni33 (1857-1939) Tavmjdomareobda, Tomas 

edisonis kinokompanias monopolisturi saqmianoba34 

aekrZala kinowarmoebaSi, gaqiravebasa da 

distribuciaSi.35 edisoni sajarod gamoxatavda 

Tavis aRSfoTebas: qurdebma kinos saidumloeba 

mompares, xelisuflebam ki ar damicvao. 

sasamarTlos gadawyvetilebis gasaCivrebas 
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sasurveli Sedegi ar moutania edisonisTvis. amitom, 

man kinematografSi Cadebuli yvela investicia 

daibruna da am bizness samudamod SeeSva. 1918 wels 

ekranebze gamovida edisonis kinokompaniis 

ukanaskneli namuSevari `urwmuno~36 (reJisori – 

alan qroslendi). imave wlis TebervalSi 

kinostudiam funqcionireba Sewyvita, xolo martSi 

igi `linkolnisa da parkeris kinokompaniam~ 

SeiZina.37 
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