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Telling the truth has always been comparable to heroism in
any country, especially under authoritarian regimes. This is why
“Aesop’s language” emerged in Greece, enabling the transmission
of truth through generations via the subtle medium of fables.
Gianni Rodari, the esteemed Italian writer and journalist, is often
mistakenly regarded as merely a children’s fiction storyteller. In
fact, his Telephone Tales and novels, such as Gelsomino in the
Land of Liars and The Adventures of Cipollino, are profoundly
analytical narratives in which each sentence conveys a political
concept. His works remain relevant even today. Presenting the
truth in the form of a fable does not diminish its social
significance in the slightest.

Similarly, the biblical fable "Kudabziketi" by the Georgian
writer and poet Akaki Tsereteli is presented in a parabolic style.
In this tale, the electorate debates who their candidates should be
for the elections and ultimately chooses Mr O'Lice and Mr O'Flea
over the diligent Mr Bee as their representatives. This fable
resonates powerfully with the modern political landscape during
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elections, whether in the United Kingdom, France, or Georgia,
where the candidate representing the majority is often overlooked.

Even the earliest sounds of bel canto served as a cover for
gatherings of conspirators fighting for Italy’s liberation. Opera
premieres were often accompanied by political activity among
Italians, one of the world’s greatest nations. Therefore, it is not
surprising that even the overtly politicised Eurovision Song
Contest stage was transformed into a modern “opera” by two
Italian singers in 2018.

The public’s reaction to the song Non mi avete fatto niente
(In English: “You Haven’t Done Anything to Me”) by Ermal
Meta and Fabrizio Moro (with Andrea Febo as the third author,
who did not perform on stage) was initially “tested” at the
Sanremo Music Festival in 2018. Following a brilliant victory—
where they secured first place in all three rounds and ultimately
garnered over 44% of the votes at Sanremo—Ermal Meta and
Fabrizio Moro also made a profound emotional impact at the
Eurovision Song Contest in Lisbon. Despite the multinational
audience not understanding a word of the Italian lyrics, the duet
finished in fifth place. Nevertheless, the extraordinary music and
evocative background footage were sufficient to convey their
message and create a lasting effect on the audience. In February
2019, Meta and Moro’s opus was nominated for the Voices for
Freedom Award as the best song with a social message.

The song was written out of compassion for the victims of
the terrorist attack at Manchester Arena in May 2017. At the same
time, it serves as a statement in the universal language of music
against the “pacifist bomb,” a new style of warfare that is
conducted remotely and in a terrorist manner. The title is derived
from a phrase in a letter by Antoine Leiris, the husband of Héléne
Mouyal, one of the victims of the Paris attacks. In his letter, Leiris
expressed his defiance to the terrorists, stating: “You have done
nothing to me; you have not made me hate you, you have not
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scared me; I will continue my normal life as if you had never
existed there.”

The lyrics of the Italian song recount the horrific terrorist
attacks in European and Middle Eastern cities, including those in
London, Paris, Nice, Cairo, and Barcelona. Ermal Meta recalls
each painful incident as if he were dropping grains onto a rosary.
It is challenging to imagine which moments resonate with
listeners who do not understand the lyrics in Italian. Perhaps it is
the mention of Cairo, delivered expressively against the backdrop
of an emotional voice and beautiful melody, or the reference to La
Rambla, the most famous street in central Barcelona. The mention
of France, London, or Nice may also evoke emotional responses
in listeners, recalling painful memories. In our modern hyper-
informed “global village,” it is hard to find someone who hasn't
been at least emotionally touched by these terrorist attacks. This
musical enumeration does not even capture half of the inhuman
acts committed during those years.

The duet continues with Fabrizio Moro, who generalises the
issues faced by each country into a universal pain. As the Italian
writer and journalist Gianni Rodari once said, "A teardrop from a
hungry boy is far heavier than the earth." This Italian song
suggests that, if there is a will, the current wave of terror can be
countered by the smile of a child. The solution to existing
problems begins with a concern for the future, represented by the
faces of children in the musicians’ message.

The past, present, and future are intertwined in every aspect
of life. If we forget our past today, we inevitably confront the
same issues when the day after tomorrow arrives. We cannot skip
the sequence of days; every plan must be built on experience,
considering each step. Success will not come “right away! right
away! right away!” Only through patient, tireless efforts can we
achieve freedom—a concept referred to as “the lot of the lions” in
the Georgian “Hymn to Freedom.” It is no surprise that this song
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has become the unofficial anthem of Georgia, a nation with a 30-
century-long experience in defending its freedom and fighting for
its independence.

The singer can do no more than sing, draw attention, and
contribute to shaping public opinion. This is the primary purpose
that art can achieve. In fact, these lyrics with a social message
fulfil the role of the Fourth Estate. However, music serves as a
guide for the appropriate public stance, simply pointing towards
the right direction for action. Similar to journalism—an elite
profession that has undergone transformation and decline in the
21st century—which is, to some extent, a branch of art and
literature rather than merely a business focused solely on
informing and mediating. Ultimately, the outcome depends on the
goodwill of society itself and the three branches of government.

Musicologists often discuss why great operas are no longer
being created today, and there are certainly many reasons. I
believe the most significant factor is our fundamentally changed
society: neither the ear is as musical as it once was, nor the heart
as emotional. The indifferent mass audience reacts to little beyond
the increase in decibels—if you speak loudly, they will look at
you; if you shout over someone else, they will shout along. As a
result, not only has opera declined, but music has suffered, in
general. Silence—one of the greatest "sounds"—has nearly
vanished from everyday reality.

As a city dweller, my favourite moments are the silence on
the avenue where I work, when, for about ten seconds, almost all
sounds disappear. It feels cosy and humane, much more so than
during the busy, loud moments—before and right after those ten
seconds. Listening to each other begins precisely with listening to
silence, “because there is something more important in this world
than your pointless wars...”
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