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Abraham Lincoln’s model of democracy did not consider
women’s equality to men. The social norms of the American
lifestyle restricted female activities within the kitchen
boundaries. Individuals do not always follow general rules set
by other individuals, thus the world receives the famous or
notorious types of celebrities. Regardless of the judgement and
outcome of the waves of feminism, the unfair limits set against
women caused each protest.

Most real-life situations show that the motivation backed by
negative emotions obtains much wider resonance than by positive
feelings. Dissatisfaction can be considered the basis of almost all-
even of the most generous—intentions. Generally, people are moti-
vated by two opposing reasons: they either try to fulfill their
wishes, taking advantage of all opportunities, or they do their best
to achieve a desired—but seemingly unreachable—goal, acting
despite the lack of the required predispositions. Being motivated
by outrage, a person has more chance to achieve a higher target
than planned. This approximation between the aim and result can
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be considered a theory of success, which depends on the will of
an individual, stimulated by either positive or negative boosters.
The idea of the theory of pro and con—as I name my version of the
theory of success—is that the desired goal can be reached despite
the nature of a booster, though the nature of a booster influences
the power of motivation and strength of consequence: The
stronger and more numerous the disadvantages are, the better the
result appears.

Human beings have a genetic inclination to stand out in a
crowd. This impulse is developed with differential vigor in
each individual. The theory of pro and con does not mean a
common understanding of becoming a celebrity by any means,
nor gaining the status of a successful person. Neither money
nor social status can identify actual success. This theory is
about an individual feeling of satisfaction through achieving an
internal—spiritual that has nothing to do with religious—balance,
making a person actually feel successful. Materialistic people
cannot be associated with the theory of success, even if a
greater part of society considers them successful. The theory of
pro and con means self-realisation according to one’s personal
abilities. Therefore, you are successful when you do your best
and that is enough to attain your purpose.

Charles Chaplin is one of the best illustrations of the theory
of success in its entirety. Not only did he demonstrate the ability
to be a democratic father with some liberal views, as shown in the
famous letter to Geraldine—"“Struggle with me, my girl, fight my
thoughts. I don’t like obedient offspring”—but also, after a long
life full of ups and downs, ‘old Charlie’ knew too well that the
theory of success would work only for people who could be
persistent enough to keep swimming upstream. Obedience would
be rather a setback than encouragement in shaping character and
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becoming an individual. Those parents, who cannot wait until
their child is sixteen and leaves home, will never understand
Chaplin’s concept. Parents are supposed to try to bring up a
person, though an obedient child is much more convenient to deal
with. This is the reason why it does not matter whether the letter is
fake or not. Even if an Iranian journalist, Farajollah Saba, is the
real author of the fictional letter, as a few Asian websites state, the
general wisdom of the text written by a progressive man remains
valuable. Furthermore, each word of the letter truly beams with
the undying humanity of Chaplin. The advice is given with one
major purpose—to guide the child towards the internal success
through achieving and keeping the inner balance.

It was too late for Mrs Roosevelt to save her marriage
when she finally understood the wisdom of a French girl-the
theory of success depends on endless control of the inner
balance. It was not just a role play for Fanfan how she treated
love of her life but the way to keep the love of Alexandre after
she finally won him. On the contrary, Eleanor probably
believed that she hit the desired target when she wed FDR.

Both, Mr and Mrs Roosevelts, have gone through personal
painful experiences to discover the power of the theory of pro and
con. For her, it started with the husband’s adultery and for him,
with his unexpected physical disability. The fate of this out-
standing woman makes me suggest that the ‘abnormal’ men
sometimes create the ‘abnormal’ women who find the shelter
under the gender rivalry instead of harmony. The broken heart
became the catalyst of success for the most remarkable First
Lady. On the contrary, Bess Truman whose entire life was
protected by Mr Truman’s pampering love and care, could never
feel the tragic bitterness of Eleanor Roosevelt’s words: “A woman
is like a teabag. You never know how strong she is until she’s in

153
BRAMS Journal No. 1 ISSN 2667-9299 (print)
2020 Volume 1, Issue 1 ISSN 2960-9348 (online)



hot water”. Hillary Clinton had some experience but managed to
come ashore.

When and where has a weird destiny of the woman
started, which eternally pushes her into hot water but orders her
to come out fresher and younger? Hatshepsut seems superior
among those who could rise like a mythical phoenix. Just a
glance at Djeser-Djeseru makes me feel an untold female
sorrow kept in the cliff face of the Mortuary Temple of the
unique pharaoh whose scream for human freedom and equality
totally thrills and chills the mortal.

Life of Hatshepsut is a vivid example of the theory of pro
and con, succeeded by the night of Isis’s teardrop. The
daughter of Amon Ra is neither the first nor the last female
pharaoh and yet, the wife of Thutmose II stands one step ahead
of all other mysterious women who ruled. Sandy features of
Hatshepsut’s face express an emotional palette—from faith and
trust to sad discovery of being doomed. But still keeps to look
forward as she is ready for whatever awaits. Perhaps someday
someone explains the riddle of her untold motivation.

It is hard to believe that a normal woman could crave to
put down her personal happiness for the sake of fighting for an
idea on behalf of mankind —however noble her intention might
be. The theory of success always needs to be fueled by some
kind of individual dissatisfaction. Such motivation is required
for all, men and women. The only thing that matters is, whether
the person has human virtues or not. The nature of the theory
of pro and con is extremely peculiar, which makes it dependent
on a more universal and precise theory of relativity.
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