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I was born 60 years after the end of WWII. Furthermore, both
my grandparents belong to the postwar generation of
babyboomers. Gen Zers like me can only learn about WWII
through books, films, museum exhibitions and war stories told
by elderly people. There are many reasons which boosted my
interest in the same ‘old’ story.

This prolonged battle is not called World War for
propaganda purposes but because it is the largest war in human
history so far. All the leading countries of the 20th century ended
up been involved in it. Nazi Germany, the Kingdom of Italy, and
the Empire of Japan were on one side while the United Kingdom,
France, Soviet Union, Canada, USA, Australia, New Zealand,
India, and China stood on the other side. The major battles were
fought on three continents: Europe, Asia, and Africa. The military
clashes have also taken place in the Pacific, Alaska, Greenland,
Antarctica, Tibet, Iraq, Iran, Ethiopia, Somalia, and Suriname. It
is a historical irony for Afghanistan, the only country that has
successfully stayed neutral through WWII and neither suffered an
attack nor attacked any other country itself, that today it is one of
the hottest war zones on the world map.
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Overall, 61 countries participated in World War II, which
was more than 80 per cent of the world population back then.
The military action covered the territory of 40 countries. 60
million people lost their lives in this war, 40 million of whom
were civilians. According to some data, the death toll even
reached 80 million.

Due to the tense political situation worldwide, some
experts and analysts, as well as the members of the public,
periodically discuss the possibility of World War III. The list
of countries that suffer of ongoing armed conflict for years is
long enough to clearly unveil the problem the modern society
faces: Afghanistan Civil Wars, Iraqi Civil War and insurgency,
Syrian Civil War, Libyan Civil War and following Crisis,
Yemeni Crisis, Somali Civil War, Kurdish-Turkish conflict,
Israeli-Palestinian conflict in Gaza, Kashmir conflict and 2019
India-Pakistan standoff, Insurgency in the Maghreb, recent
outbreak of US-Iran tensions to name but a few. In such a
reality, analysing past mistakes and understanding reasons
behind them could help us solve current problems and find
ways to avoid making the same mistakes again. Therefore, it is
essential to study the lessons of history. As WWII is a giant
topic, I focus my research around the Battle of Britain and the
Blitz, which are distinctive phases of World War II.

The exact date of the outbreak of WWII remains
controversial up to these days. However, this is logical since
such a large-scale war could not begin in a day or in one place.
Naturally, there are several important dates for its gradual
intensification.

The main cause of WWII is the conquest wars conducted
by the Axis powers with a purpose to gain world control.
Therefore, the first step towards World War II was made by
Japan by invading Manchuria on 18 September 1931.
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Then Benito Mussolini, the Fascist leader of Italy,
launched the annexation of Ethiopia, which lasted from 3
October 1935 to May 1936. The provinces of Eritrea, Italian
Somaliland and Abyssinia (Ethiopia) were united to form the
Italian Empire of Ethiopia with the city of Addis Ababa as its
capital; Italian King Victor Emmanuel III was proclaimed
emperor. It was this ‘victory’ that contributed to the political
advance of Il Duce. Some history scholars suggest that the
British policy of underestimating Mussolini’s political
ambitions pushed him towards Hitler as his only ally.

On 7 July 1937, the Marco Polo Bridge Incident led to a
prolonged war between Japan and China, and this day is
considered to be the date of the outbreak of World War 1II in
the Pacific Basin.

The imperialist policies of Italian dictator Mussolini
resulted in the Italian invasion of the Kingdom of Albania on 7
April 1939 and its annexation. On 23 August, the Treaty of
Non-Aggression between Germany and the USSR was signed
by foreign ministers Joachim von Ribbentrop and Vyacheslav
Molotov in Moscow. The official document of neutrality
between Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union actually was an
agreement on secretly sharing Eastern Europe with each other
into their areas of influence.

On 1 September 1939, Germany invaded Poland and thus,
started World War II on the territory of Europe. In two days,
Britain and France responded by declaring war on the aggressor.
This is the beginning of an eight-month period at the start of
WWII, from 3 September 1939 to 10 May 1940, when seemingly
nothing happened apart from the one and only limited military
land operation by French troops in Germany’s Saar district. These
months of the declared war with almost no fighting became
known as the ‘Phoney War’, after US Senator William Borah
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who, commenting about the inactivity on the Western Front, said:
“There is something phoney about this war”. These months were
also referred to as the ‘Twilight War’ by British PM Winston
Churchill and as the Sitzkrieg (“the sitting war” as a wordplay on
German blitzkrieg, coined by the British press).

On 10 July 1940, the first major military campaign of the
WWII started, during which the Royal Air Force defended the
United Kingdom against large-scale attacks by the Luftwaffe.
Back then little was known by Nazi Germany that the Battle of
Britain would mark the first defeat of Hitler’s military forces. This
name was coined after Winston Churchill’s prophetic phrase from
a famous speech he gave in the House of Commons on 18 June
1940: “...the Battle of France is over. The Battle of Britain is
about to begin“. Four days later France surrendered to Nazi
Germany and Hitler who controlled most of Europe, turned his
attention to Britain, the only stronghold on his way towards the
global ambitions worldwide. Since Britain appeared to remain the
only country capable of successfully fighting and eventually
defeating Nazi Germany, this made the Battle of Britain a crucial
and decisive phase of entire WWIL

The Battle of Britain spanned a changing geographic
area, and from the very beginning of the Battle, there were
different opinions about its launch date. The official date—10
July 1940—-was chosen by Air Marshall Hugh Dowding as the
day of increased attacks. As the phases of the Battle developed
unevenly, there could not be unequivocal opinion regarding
dating. The Royal Air Force Museum website names five
phases with the following dates:

26 June-16 July: Storangriffe (German: ‘nuisance

raids’)

17 July-12 August: Kanalkampf (German: ‘Channel

fight’ or ‘the English Channel battles’)
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13 August—6 September: Adlerangriff (German: ‘Eagle
Attack’ also known as ‘Operation Adler’ or
‘Operation Eagle Attack’)

7 September—2 October: the start of a 76-day Blitzkrieg
(German: ‘lightning war’ also known as The
Blitz). On 15 September 1940, the RAF de-
stroyed a huge formation of Luftwaffe over
London and the South, forcing Hitler to
postpone the Operation Sealion, which aimed
to quickly invade Britain. However, small-sca-
le daylight fighter-bombers kept attacking
while large-scale night attacks continued, mai-
nly against London. This was the start of the
Blitz on the capital and against other English
cities and towns, which lasted until May 1941.

3 October-31 October: Air battle between the Royal Air
Force (RAF) and the Luftwaffe (Nazi
Germany’s air force).

The Battle of Britain and the Blitz commemorate the
most bloodshed and brutal fight against the freedom and
independence of England in her entire history. The pilots of the
RAF who became known as “The Few”, made a vow not to let
a single enemy soldier set foot on English soil, and they
bravely kept the word.

Britain was the first to defeat Hitler’s army in WWII and
thus, paved the way for the rest of the world to the final
victory. Symbolically, almost 14 years since the invasion of
Manchuria, Japan was to sign the capitulation on 2 September
1945, finalising World War II.
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