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The American chemist and inventor Thomas Alva Edison (1847-
1931) is considered the “Father of Modern Cinema” in the United
States. His versatile activity became the basis for many
innovations in the history of cinematography. However, the
contribution of Edison’s talented young assistant, the Scottish
inventor William Kennedy-Laurie Dickson (1860-1935), remains
underestimated: In 1888, Dixon was the one who created the
kinetoscope. In 1891, William skillfully connected this device to
the phonograph and assembled the first ‘talking’ film, “Dixon
Greeting” in Edison’s laboratory.

Thomas Edison was driven only by the desire for financial
gain as efficiently as possible. He could never grasp the soul of
cinematography. He used the achievements of his European
colleagues without back thoughts, while his fellow citizens treated
him equally ruthlessly: In legal terms, Thomas Edison’s copyright
was infringed by other American movie producers. In 1915, the
US Supreme Court ruled that Thomas Edison’s motion picture
company was prohibited from monopolizing film production,
rental, and distribution. The appeal did not bring a change in the
situation. Therefore, Thomas Edison left the movie business for
good as he sold his film laboratory in March 1918.
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