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This article explores modern propaganda in North Korea, one of
the world’s most isolated nations. The regime tightly controls
media and information flow, using propaganda to shape public
perception.

Censorship is rampant, eliminating dissent and
manipulating narratives to serve government interests. Externally,
adversaries wield propaganda and misinformation to undermine
the regime, complicating the information landscape.

Within North Korea, propaganda grabs significant attention,
but much of it is fabricated, making it hard for citizens to
distinguish truth from falsehood. This article situates North
Korean propaganda within a broader context, analysing how
similar techniques might be used by other regimes to control
narratives and influence public opinion.

After World War 11, the Korean Peninsula was divided into
two: the North, under Soviet influence, and the South, backed by
the United States. North Korea violated the 38th parallel
agreement and invaded the South, igniting the Korean War from
1950 to 1953.
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Kim Jong-il aimed to unify Korea and sought Stalin’s
support, but Stalin declined, recognising South Korea’s stronger
military. Undeterred, Kim launched the invasion, prompting
American intervention. After three years of intense conflict and
nearly three million casualties, a ceasefire was signed on 27 July
1953.

The Korean War is remembered as one of the most brutal
conflicts of the 20th century. In its aftermath, the United States
positioned itself as North Korea’s “perpetual enemy,” thwarting
Kim Jong-il’s reunification ambitions.

From 1997 to 2024, North Korea used both the Juche
calendar, starting from 1912 to mark Kim Il-sung’s birth year, and
the Gregorian calendar.

The North Korean government employs two main strategies
to control information: censorship and propaganda. It allows only
twelve newspapers, all carefully scrutinised.

Television is even more restricted, offering just five
channels, including sports and educational programming. Central
broadcasting serves as the primary news source. Ri Chun-hee, a
prominent announcer with over 40 years at the Central
Broadcasting Service, currently trains new anchors and rarely
delivers critical news herself.

In North Korea, propaganda subtly influences the
population, while censorship takes a more overt form. Authorities
filter information rigorously, allowing no free press or
independent broadcasting. The media is saturated with intentional
propaganda reinforcing state narratives. The regime prohibits
access to foreign television and radio, often leading to
imprisonment for dissenters. Internet access is highly restricted;
most citizens are limited to a few Chinese websites, isolating
them further from the world. Very few individuals can access the
Internet; instead, they rely on an isolated intranet.
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State-controlled radios operate only on North Korean
frequencies, but some resourceful citizens use Chinese receivers
to access both Korean and Chinese channels.

The film industry serves as a vital channel for foreign
information and culture. Despite government suppression, South
Korean shows and Hollywood films are growing in popularity.
Some citizens obtain foreign films via memory cards, bypassing
Internet access limitations. In the digital era, controlling
information poses significant challenges for North Korean
government. Freedom House ranks North Korea 175th out of 176
nations for information freedom, just above Eritrea.

North Korea contends with a domestic propaganda machine
targeting its citizens while external adversaries challenge the
regime with fake news. Although news garners attention, much of
it is fabricated, making verification nearly impossible in this
isolated country, essential for effective mass communication.

This article examines various facts to highlight the
peculiarities of North Korean media, emphasising the prevalence
of political propaganda. The study reveals that external actors
consistently distort facts and manipulate information flow from
North Korea. Misinformation spreads through various methods,
including factual falsifications and illogical interpretations.

The actions by foreign media outlets likely aim to discredit
Pyongyang and shape public opinion while normalising specific
narratives about North Korea. Evidence indicates that many
samples of misinformation circulate virally through news
agencies in countries unfriendly to North Korea, reinforcing the
arguments presented throughout the article.
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