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From 1995 to 2004, Teimuraz Mamatsashvili served as the first
Ambassador of Georgia to the United Kingdom and the Republic
of Ireland, holding the rank of Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary. In 2015, Revaz Gachechiladze, the current
ambassador, attended a New Year's reception at Buckingham
Palace, where Prince Philip remarked on Mamatsashvili's
distinguished appearance and attire, eleven years after his
departure from the UK.

Mr and Mrs Mamatsashvili were often invited to celebrate
Shakespeare's birthday, where Teimuraz typically donned a
chokha—a symbol of Georgian national identity representing
unity, dignity, and historical memory. During his speech at one of
these events, he captivated the audience by sharing Georgian
cognac from his chokha flasks. Upon reaching the tribune, he
drew a dagger, placing it beside him, and proclaimed: “May there
be peace in our families. I come to you with peace... Ladies and
gentlemen, it is an honour to be here in the birthplace of the great
William Shakespeare. So much has been said about him; I cannot
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add anything new. Yet, no celebration is complete without wine,
and Vinopolis, near the Globe Theatre, celebrates Georgia—the
cradle of winemaking. Wine is our gift to humanity, just as
Shakespeare and the English language are yours. Let us toast to
Shakespeare's significance worldwide.” His toast garnered an
enthusiastic standing ovation from 740 attendees.

At Vinopolis, it was declared for the first time that Georgia
is the homeland of wine, with the first hall dedicated to the
country. Mamatsashvili prompted several progressive initiatives
in England that promoted Georgia. He hosted the Marjanishvili
Theatre during their tour of Scotland and played a vital role in
saving the Georgian fishing fleet from dissolution before it was
sold by the Saakashvili government. With the head of the
European Bank, he established several banks in Georgia and
introduced talented young artist Beso Kazaishvili, aged nine, to
British media, securing him a personal exhibition in London. He
also established a Georgian church in London, earning gratitude
from the expat community. As a distinguished diplomat,
Mamatsashvili built friendships with ambassadors from various
nations and collaborated with the Russian ambassador on
Abkhazia, although these meetings faced obstruction from the
Russian government.

In 2004, Teimuraz Mamatsashvili was compelled to resign
by the Georgian government. Nonetheless, his nine years of
dedicated service and exceptional professionalism left a lasting
impression in England, with the Duke of Edinburgh fondly
recalling him eleven years after his departure from office.
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