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`mfrinav torpedod~ wodebulma yvela drois 

saukeTeso qarTvelma moTxilamure koba waqaZem 
brZana, didi sporti yovelTvis iyo politikao.1 
qarTul realobaSi, roca qveynis damoukideblobis, 
Tavisuflebisa da saxelmwifoebriobisTvis brZola 
yoveldRiur aucileblobas warmoadgens, 
faqtobrivad, qveynis 30-saukunovani arsebobis 
ganmavlobaSi, absoluturad nebismieri sferos 
qveteqsturi gaazreba iyo, aris da, garkveuli 
azriT, yovelTvis iqneba `didi politika~. 

ase iyo qarTul mediaSi, roca pirveli 
nabijebic ki politikuri identobisTvis brZolis 
mizniT gadaidga XIX saukuneSi, swored aman 
gamoiRo arnaxuli Sedegi: publicistikam 
sainformacio Jurnalistikis kvaldakval aidga fexi 
da umaRles sazogadoebriv mwvervalebs miaRwia 
meore-mesame gamocemebSive (solomon dodaSvili, 
ivane kereseliZe, nino nikolaZe, sergei mesxi, ilia 
WavWavaZe, a.S.).2 gansxvavebiT dasavleTevropuli 
presisgan, romelmac pamfletebis3 donezec ki 
mxolod aTwleulebis Semdeg auwyo fexi 
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sazogadoebis interesebis dacvis qarTul 
tendencias. 

qarTuli sporti rom erovnul siamayesa da 
TavisuflebisTvis brZolasTan asocirdeboda, 
Tbilisis `dinamos~ maSindeli gulSematkivrebis 
reaqciiT, dResac naTelia Zvel CanawerebSi.4 arsad 
igrZnoba `diadi sabWoeTiT~ siamaye 70-wliani 
okupaciis periodSi – qarTveli sportsmenebi 
yvelgan saqarTvelos gasaxareblad da 
`saxelisaTvis amayi TrTolvis~5 mizniT 
asparezobdnen. 

igive situaciaa qarTuli mecnierebisa Tu 
kulturis warmomadgenlebTanac. profesiuli 
warmatebis miRwevisTanave iwyeboda imaze zrunva, 
rom indeferentul msoflios gaecnobierebina Cveni 
qarTveloba da rogorme gaerRvia okupantis mier 
`samarTlebrivad~ Tavsmoxveuli `sabWoelis~ 
partiuli Tikuni. 

simarTlis Tqma yvela droSi gmirobis 
tolfasi iyo nebismier qveyanaSi, gansakuTrebiT – 
avtoritaruli reJimis pirobebSi. amitom gaCnda 
`ezopes ena~ saberZneTSi. amis gamo dRemde 
aramarTebulad miiCneva didebuli italieli 
mwerali, publicisti da Jurnalisti jani rodari 
sabavSvo mezRapred maSin, roca misi TiToeuli 
`satelefono zRapari~ Tu mozrdili Txzulebebi – 
`jelsomino cruTa qveyanaSi~ an `Cipolinos 
Tavgadasavali~ calsaxad publicisturi naazrevia,6 
dRemde rom aqtualobas ver kargavs. saTqmelis 
gamonagonis qargaSi miwodeba mis sazogadoebriv 
mniSvnelobas iotisodenadac ver amcirebs. 
identuria akaki wereTlis igavur stilSi 
SemoTavazebuli `kudabzikeTi~,7 Tanamedroveobas 
Zveleburad rom esadageba. 
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belkantos pirvelive bgerebsac ki italiis 
ganTavisuflebisaTvis mebrZol SeTqmulTa 
Sekrebebi axlda. saopero premierebs paralelur 
reJimSi gasdevda msoflios erT-erTi udidesi eris 
politikuri aqtivoba. amitom gasakviri araa, 
aSkarad politizirebuli evroviziis simReris 
sakonkurso scenac rom Tanamedrove `operad~ 
gadaaqcia orma maTganma 2018 wels. ermal metasa da 
fabricio moros (mesame avtoria andrea febo) 

simRerisadmi `veraferi damiSaveT~ (Non mi avete fatto 
niente)8 sazogadoebrivi reaqcia jer 2018 wels 
sanremos musikalur festivalze `mosinjes~ 
musikosebma. brwyinvale gamarjvebis Semdeg (samive 
turSi pirvel adgilze gavidnen da sabolood, 
xmebis 44%-ze meti moipoves), lisabonSi gamarTul 
evroviziazec furori moaxdines, imis miuxedavad, 
rom italiuri teqsti naklebad esmoda 
multinacionalur auditorias (da mxolod mexuTe 
adgilze moxvdnen). Tumca, araCveulebrivi musika da 
fonad dadebuli mravlismetyveli kadrebi sakmarisi 
aRmoCnda utyuari efeqtis mosaxdenad. 2019 wlis 
TebervalSi Cveni drois erT-erTi saukeTeso 
italiuri simRera misi socialuri mniSnvelobis 
mqone gzavnilis gamo waradgines jildoze `xmebi 
TavisuflebisaTvis~. 

simRera 2017 wlis maisSi manCesteris 
stadionze momxdari teroristuli aqtis 
msxverplTadmi TanagrZnobis gamo daiwera. amave 
dros, esaa msoflioSi mimdinare axleburi – 
teroristuli da distanciuri omis – `pacifisturi 
bombis~ winaaRmdeg ganacxadi musikis universalur 
enaze. saTaurad gamoiyenes fraza parizis teraqtis 
erT-erTi msxverplis, helen muialis meuRlis Ria 
werilidan, romelSic antuan leirisma teroristebs 
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sakuTari pozicia ganumarta: veraferi momixerxeT; 
Tavi ver SemaZuleT, verc SemaSineT; Cveul 
cxovrebas ise gavagrZeleb, viTom, arc yofilxarT.9 

italiuri simReris teqsti akonkretebs 
evropisa da axlo aRmosavleTis qalaqebSi Semzarav 
Tavdasxmebs: londonis, parizis, nicis, kairosa da 
barselonas teraqtebs. nabij-nabij, lakoniurad 
ixseneben momRerlebi: 

`azrze ar arian romeli saaTia kairoSi.10 

la-ramblaze11 dRes mze sxvanairia. 
safrangeTSi koncerti tardeba, 
xalxi dros atarebs, 
viRaca omaxianad mReris, 
viRac ki SesZaxebs, sikvdilio.12 

londonSi13 mudam wvims, 
magram dRes es aRaraa Semawuxebeli, 
zeca gamonakliss ar uSvebs, Tundac 
dasaflavebis gamo. 
nicaSi14 zRva gawiTlda cecxlisa da 
sircxvilisagan, 
asfaltze waqceuli adamianebisa da 
kanalizaciaSi Cawretili sisxlisgan~. 

TiTqos, krialosanze marcvlebs Camoclis, ise 
ixsenebs TiToeul tkivilian faqts ermal meta. 
CemTvis Znelia imis zustad warmodgena, italiuri 
enis armcodne msmenels ra momenti aRelvebs 
gansakuTrebiT. SesaZloa emociuri xmisa da lamazi 
melodiis fonze eqspresiulad wamRerebuli kairo, 
centraluri barselonis yvelaze cnobili quCis – 
la-ramblas saxeli, safrangeTi, londoni Tu nica 
xvdeba yurSi. dRevandel hiperinformirebul 
globalur sofelSi Znelad Tu moiZebneba adamiani, 
vinc ar SeZra simReraSi gakvriT naxsenebma 
TiToeulma teraqtma. am musikalur nusxaSi xom 
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sanaxevrodac ar aris mocemuli im wlebSi 
ganxorcielebuli antihumanuri Tavdasxmebi. 

duets agrZelebs fabricio moro, romelic 
TiToeuli qveynisTvis Tavsdamtydar problemas 
sayovelTao tkivilamde ganazogadebs: 

`dedamiwis es uzarmazari sxeuli 
mravalgan daWrilia aziidan inglisamde. 
kosmosSi mimofantula adamianTa galaqtikebi; 
oRond yvelaze mniSvnelovani sicarielea 
uZeod darCenili dedebisa da 
umamod gazrdili daoblebuli vaJebis 
mklavebi, 
gardacvlili sayvareli adamianebis Caxuteba  
amaod rom enatrebaT; 
carieli kedlebis laplapa zedapirTa 
miusafroba. 
wuTier dumils arRvevs xma, romelic 
geubnebaT: 
`veraferi momixerxeT~. 

sanam msoflio sazogadoeba ar iswavlis misi 
TiToeuli wevris wuxilis mZafrad SegrZnebas, 
teraqtisa Tu omebis msxverplTa axloblebis 
Tanagancdas, zogadi `SeSfoTebiT~ problemis 
daZleva ver moxerxdeba. meramdene aTwleulia ase 
grZeldeba. rame sxva gamosavali rom arsebuliyo, 
ukve gadaiWreboda es sakiTxi. faqtia, mxolod 
saerTo ZaliT, saerTaSoriso mondomebiT Tu 
moxerxdeba teroris mospoba, Cvens Tavisuflebaze 
Setevebis alagmva. saukuneze meti gavida, rac moxeve 
lelT Runias naTqvams, `Cveni Tavi Cvenadve 
gveyudneso~, wminda ilia marTalma tkiviliT 
upasuxa: `rodemdis damrCes eg tkivili gulSi, 
rodemdis? ox, rodemdis? rodemdis?~15 

meta-moros simRera 2018 wlis TebervalSi 
moismina samyarom. xuTi-eqvsi weli aranairi 
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cvlileba ar ganxorcielebula msoflio 
politikaSi saimisod, rom ukraina-ruseTisa da 
israel-palestinis omebi ar momxdariyo. piriqiT, 
garkveuli Zalebi aSkarad gamodian Tu farulad 
iRvwian am sisxliani konfliqtebis 
gasaWianureblad. absurdamdea misuli situacia, 
rodesac Razas seqtorSi daRupuli16 Tu daWrili17 
aSS-is axalgazrda moqalaqeebis mSoblebi baidenis 
administraciisgan elian dacvas; israelisTvis 
pasuxis moTxovnas avaleben amerikis xelisuflebas, 
romelic iaraRiT exmareba18 neTaniahus mTavrobas. 

momRerals meti ar SeuZlia: is imRerebs, 
yuradRebas miiqcevs da sazogadoebrivi azris 
Seqmnas Seuwyobs xels. esaa xelovnebis 
daniSnulebis maqsimumi. publicisturi sasimRero 
teqsti, faqtobrivad, meoTxe xelisuflebis 
funqciis ganxorcielebas axerxebs. Tumca, rogorc 
Jurnalistika, garkveulwilad rom xelovnebis 
dargia19 da aramxolod sainformacio-mediatoruli 
funqciiT aRWurvili biznessfero, radac gadaaqcies 
da daamcres XXI saukuneSi es elitaruli profesia, 
musikac mxolod swori sazogadoebrivi poziciisa 
da qmedebis mimarTulebis ganmsazRvrelia. danarCeni 
Tavad sazogadoebasa da xelisuflebis sami Stos 
keTil nebazea damokidebuli. 

italiur misamRerSi ukve filosofiuradaa 
ganzogadebuli Tavad problema, radgan avtor-
Semsruleblebi guSin ar dabadebulan. maT Zalian 
kargad axsovT istoriis gakveTilebi da esmiT, rom 
maT namRers, savaraudod, ar SeuZlia ganWvretili 
momavlis sasikeTod Semobruneba: 

`veraferi momixerxeT, 
veraferi wamarTviT; 
Cemi cxovreba isev grZeldeba 
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yvelafrisa da yvelas miuxedavad... 
radgan Tqvens uazro omebze mniSvnelovani 
raRacac arsebobs amqveynad~. 

simReris teqsti ganzraxaa miniSnebebze 
agebuli. msmenelma Tavad unda amoavsos 
informaciuli sicarieleebi. dafiqrdes guSindel 
tkivilze da zegamde mainc mihyves im adamianebis 
ubedureba, visac umisamarTo teraqtebi uSualod 
Seexo. es erTaderTi saSualebaa Cvens gverdiT, 
paralelur reJimSi mimdinare omis Sesawyvetad. 

roca amerika-evropas ar stkiva patara 
saqarTveloze didi ruseTis tradiciad qceuli 
Tavdasxmebi da mcocavi okupacia saerTaSoriso 
reagirebis gareSe mimdinareobs, logikuri iqneboda 
maTi evropuli teraqtebi Tu meqsikis sazRvarTan 
aSS-is saomari daZabulobebi20 ar adardebdes 
evraziis istoriul sazRvarze SemorCenil msoflio 
kulturis akvans. Tumca, ase araa. izolaciuri 
politika arasodes uwarmoebia Cvens winapars. 
saqarTvelos uaxlesma istoriamac igive Sedegi 
aCvena: mxolod evropul ojaxTan erTad, amerikul 
interesebze qarTulis morgebiT SeiZleba moipovos 
saxelmwifoebrioba da suvereniteti Cvenma mcire 
zomis, uzarmazari potencialis mqone, nominalurad 
damoukidebelma qveyanam. swored am sakiTxzea sami 
italielis simRera, oRond, italiuri 
gadmosaxedidan. verc Cven dagviSaves veraferi 
mavanTa, ver wagvarTves qarTveloba (rogorc 
helenis daqvrivebul da daoblebul qmar-Svils – 
frangoba). rogorc aqamde gvivlia, isev ise vivliT 
`iveriis gabrwyinebamde~ Tu `imis iqiT~. 

mravlismetyveli faqtia, rom simRera `veraferi 
momixerxeT~ telemsmenelis mier xmis micemis samive 
etapze pirvel poziciaze gavida sanremos 
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festivalze maSin, roca Jiurisa da presis 
SefasebiT mxolod meore da mesame adgilebi 
moipova. Tundac es Sedegi aCvenebs dRevandeli 
sazogadoebis realur saxes. problema is ki araa, 
`zogi pirjvars rom iwers da zogic noxze 
loculobs, zogi eklesiaSi rom dadis da zogic 
meCeTSi~. simReraSi Cveni mravalferovani 
sazogadoebis poeturi axsnaa mocemuli: `erTi da 
imave saxlSi gansxvavebuli karidan Sedis 
miliardobiT adamiani raRacis imediT~. religiebi 
ar miaCniaT momRerlebs sazogadoebis daTiSulobis 
anda gaxleCis mizezad, radgan RmerTi yvelasaTvis 
erTia. Cveni individualuri interpretaciebi 
gviqmnis barierebs progresisken mimaval gzaze. 
musulmani teroristebis gverdiT qristiani 
teroristebic arian21 da msxverplic sxvadasxva 
konfesiis warmomadgenlebi xdebian. 

`mklavebi xelebis gareSe, 
saxeebi saxelebis gareSe. 
modi, kani gavucvaloT erTmaneTs. 
gulis siRrmeSi xom 
yvelani erTnairad adamianebi varT, 
radgan Cveni cxovreba 
ubralod Tvalsazrisi araa 
da ar arsebobs pacifisturi bombi~. 

Znelia, ufro naTlad gadmosces poetma ormagi 
standartebisa da cruliberaluri politikisadmi 
sakuTari damokidebuleba. sxva sakiTxia, vin 
gaiziarebs da vin gaRiziandeba avtor-SemoqmedTa 
poziciiT. saocaria, magram simReris Sefasebisas 
zogierTi komentaris avtori acdenilia saR azrs 
iseT, TiTqosda, aSkara borotebasTan dakavSirebiT, 
rogoric terorizmia. faqtia, demokratiis saxeliT 
erayis Tavze Camoyrilma bombebma sadam huseinis 
reJimis damxobis Semdeg uares terorsa da 
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gaWirvebaSi Caagdo misi qveyana. kidev ufro 
damangreveli Sedegebi moutanes sirias mis 
dasaxmareblad aboboqrebulma didma 
saxelmwifoebma. zedmetia imaze msjeloba, ras 
argunebs ukrainasa da israels maT miwa-wyalze 
amJamad mimdinare omebi, axla, roca jer boloc ki 
ar uCans sabrZolo moqmedebebs. yoveldRiurad 
arsebobs am konfliqtebis globalur msoflio 
omad gadaqcevis safrTxe.22 

simReris mesame, daskvniT nawilSi momRerlebi 
momavlis prognozirebisaTvis uaxloes warsulSi 
gadadian. msmenels Seaxseneben dRevandeli 
problemis saTaves. iqve miuTiTeben gamosavals: 

`caTambjenebi daecema, 
ganadgurdeba metroebic... 
magram am gzaze winaRobad aRmarTul terors 
erTi bavSvis RimiliT dauxvdeba samyaro~. 

rogorc jani rodarisTan `mSieri biWunas 
cremli dedamiwaze ufro mZimea~,23 am italiur 
simReraSic, survilis SemTxvevaSi, erTi bavSvis 
RimiliT daiZleva mimdinare terori. momavalze 
(bavSvis saxiT rom warmogvidgenen musikosebi)24 
zrunviT iwyeba arsebuli problemebis mogvareba. 
warsuli, awmyo da myofadi yovel aspeqtSi 
erTmaneTzea gadajaWvuli. viviwyebT warsuls da 
igives vejaxebiT mazegac. dReTa rigs ver 
gadavaxtebiT. gamocdilebaze unda aigos yoveli 
gegma, Tanac, nabij-nabij. ar arsebobs warmateba 
`axlave! axlave! axlave!~25 mxolod etapobrivi, 
dauRalavi mcdelobiT moipoveba is, rac `lomTa 
xvedria~26 da razec mRerian Cveni Tanamoqalaqeni 
saqarTvelos araoficialur himnad gadaqceul 
simReraSi `himni Tavisuflebas~.27 

`vici, rom yvelaferi ver dabrundeba. 
bedniereba gafrinda, 
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sapnis buStiviT walivlivda~. – 

simReris autroSi realisturi ganwyobaa 
daskvniT frazebSi. dRes, rodesac ramdenime saomari 
kera mZafrad cxeli wertilia da gacilebiT did 
globalur interess iwvevs, vidre stiqiuri 
ubedurebebi (Sovis, aWarisa da imereTis mewyeriT 
gamowveuli tragediebi, TurqeTisa da iaponiis 
miwisZvrebi, islandiaze vulkanis amofrqvevas 
gadarCenili usaxlkarod darCenili adamianebi), 
daweridan meSvide welsac aqtualuria am italiuri 
simReris socialur-politikuri gzavnili. 

musikologebi bevrs msjeloben imaze, Tu 
ratom aRar iqmneba didebuli operebi Cvens droSi. 
mizezi, cxadia, araerTia. ganzogadebisas ki, 
umTavresi mgonia, Cveni radikalurad Secvlili 
sazogadoeba: aRarc yuria Zveleburad musikaluri, 
aRarc gulia Zveleburad emociuri. indiferentuli 
masa xmauris decibalebis zrdis garda araferze 
reagirebs – xmamaRla gamogiva, Semogxedaven; sxvas 
gadaayvireb, agyvebian. Sedegad, mxolod saopero 
xelovneba ki ara, zogadad musika dakninda. siCume – 
es erT-erTi didebuli `bgera~,28 lamis, gaqra 
yoveldRiuri realobidan. erTmaneTis mosmena 
swored siCumidan iwyeba, `radgan Tqvens uazro 
omebze mniSvnelovani raRacac arsebobs amqveynad...~ 
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Telling the truth has always been comparable to heroism in 

any country, especially under authoritarian regimes. This is why 
“Aesop’s language” emerged in Greece, enabling the transmission 
of truth through generations via the subtle medium of fables. 
Gianni Rodari, the esteemed Italian writer and journalist, is often 
mistakenly regarded as merely a children’s fiction storyteller. In 
fact, his Telephone Tales and novels, such as Gelsomino in the 
Land of Liars and The Adventures of Cipollino, are profoundly 
analytical narratives in which each sentence conveys a political 
concept. His works remain relevant even today. Presenting the 
truth in the form of a fable does not diminish its social 
significance in the slightest. 

Similarly, the biblical fable "Kudabziketi" by the Georgian 
writer and poet Akaki Tsereteli is presented in a parabolic style. 
In this tale, the electorate debates who their candidates should be 
for the elections and ultimately chooses Mr O'Lice and Mr O'Flea 
over the diligent Mr Bee as their representatives. This fable 
resonates powerfully with the modern political landscape during 



 

BRAMS Journal No. 10                                      ISSN 2667-9299 (print) 
2024 Volume 5, Issue 1/2                                  ISSN 2960-9348 (online) 

109 

elections, whether in the United Kingdom, France, or Georgia, 
where the candidate representing the majority is often overlooked. 

Even the earliest sounds of bel canto served as a cover for 
gatherings of conspirators fighting for Italy’s liberation. Opera 
premieres were often accompanied by political activity among 
Italians, one of the world’s greatest nations. Therefore, it is not 
surprising that even the overtly politicised Eurovision Song 
Contest stage was transformed into a modern “opera” by two 
Italian singers in 2018. 

The public’s reaction to the song Non mi avete fatto niente 
(In English: “You Haven’t Done Anything to Me”) by Ermal 
Meta and Fabrizio Moro (with Andrea Febo as the third author, 
who did not perform on stage) was initially “tested” at the 
Sanremo Music Festival in 2018. Following a brilliant victory—
where they secured first place in all three rounds and ultimately 
garnered over 44% of the votes at Sanremo—Ermal Meta and 
Fabrizio Moro also made a profound emotional impact at the 
Eurovision Song Contest in Lisbon. Despite the multinational 
audience not understanding a word of the Italian lyrics, the duet 
finished in fifth place. Nevertheless, the extraordinary music and 
evocative background footage were sufficient to convey their 
message and create a lasting effect on the audience. In February 
2019, Meta and Moro’s opus was nominated for the Voices for 
Freedom Award as the best song with a social message. 

The song was written out of compassion for the victims of 
the terrorist attack at Manchester Arena in May 2017. At the same 
time, it serves as a statement in the universal language of music 
against the “pacifist bomb,” a new style of warfare that is 
conducted remotely and in a terrorist manner. The title is derived 
from a phrase in a letter by Antoine Leiris, the husband of Hélène 
Mouyal, one of the victims of the Paris attacks. In his letter, Leiris 
expressed his defiance to the terrorists, stating: “You have done 
nothing to me; you have not made me hate you, you have not 
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scared me; I will continue my normal life as if you had never 
existed there.” 

The lyrics of the Italian song recount the horrific terrorist 
attacks in European and Middle Eastern cities, including those in 
London, Paris, Nice, Cairo, and Barcelona. Ermal Meta recalls 
each painful incident as if he were dropping grains onto a rosary. 
It is challenging to imagine which moments resonate with 
listeners who do not understand the lyrics in Italian. Perhaps it is 
the mention of Cairo, delivered expressively against the backdrop 
of an emotional voice and beautiful melody, or the reference to La 
Rambla, the most famous street in central Barcelona. The mention 
of France, London, or Nice may also evoke emotional responses 
in listeners, recalling painful memories. In our modern hyper-
informed “global village,” it is hard to find someone who hasn't 
been at least emotionally touched by these terrorist attacks. This 
musical enumeration does not even capture half of the inhuman 
acts committed during those years. 

The duet continues with Fabrizio Moro, who generalises the 
issues faced by each country into a universal pain. As the Italian 
writer and journalist Gianni Rodari once said, "A teardrop from a 
hungry boy is far heavier than the earth." This Italian song 
suggests that, if there is a will, the current wave of terror can be 
countered by the smile of a child. The solution to existing 
problems begins with a concern for the future, represented by the 
faces of children in the musicians’ message. 

The past, present, and future are intertwined in every aspect 
of life. If we forget our past today, we inevitably confront the 
same issues when the day after tomorrow arrives. We cannot skip 
the sequence of days; every plan must be built on experience, 
considering each step. Success will not come “right away! right 
away! right away!” Only through patient, tireless efforts can we 
achieve freedom—a concept referred to as “the lot of the lions” in 
the Georgian “Hymn to Freedom.” It is no surprise that this song 
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has become the unofficial anthem of Georgia, a nation with a 30-
century-long experience in defending its freedom and fighting for 
its independence. 

The singer can do no more than sing, draw attention, and 
contribute to shaping public opinion. This is the primary purpose 
that art can achieve. In fact, these lyrics with a social message 
fulfil the role of the Fourth Estate. However, music serves as a 
guide for the appropriate public stance, simply pointing towards 
the right direction for action. Similar to journalism—an elite 
profession that has undergone transformation and decline in the 
21st century—which is, to some extent, a branch of art and 
literature rather than merely a business focused solely on 
informing and mediating. Ultimately, the outcome depends on the 
goodwill of society itself and the three branches of government. 

Musicologists often discuss why great operas are no longer 
being created today, and there are certainly many reasons. I 
believe the most significant factor is our fundamentally changed 
society: neither the ear is as musical as it once was, nor the heart 
as emotional. The indifferent mass audience reacts to little beyond 
the increase in decibels—if you speak loudly, they will look at 
you; if you shout over someone else, they will shout along. As a 
result, not only has opera declined, but music has suffered, in 
general. Silence—one of the greatest "sounds"—has nearly 
vanished from everyday reality. 

As a city dweller, my favourite moments are the silence on 
the avenue where I work, when, for about ten seconds, almost all 
sounds disappear. It feels cosy and humane, much more so than 
during the busy, loud moments–before and right after those ten 
seconds. Listening to each other begins precisely with listening to 
silence, “because there is something more important in this world 
than your pointless wars…” 


