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An English-born American Founding Father, author, and
revolutionary, Thomas Paine posited that if a man possessed a
pure and inviolable conscience, and if everyone adhered to his
decisions without hesitation, there would be no need for
legislation. This enduring concept, drawn from Rights of Man,
serves as a response to British parliamentarian Edmund Burke’s
work, Reflections on the Revolution in France. The two authors
offer contrasting perspectives on the events leading to the Treaty
of Paris in 1783 and the conclusion of the war between the United
States and Great Britain.

Edmund Burke is credited with coining the term “Fourth
Estate” to refer to the press. Thomas Paine’s Common Sense
exemplifies how the power of the written word, delivered at the
right time and in the appropriate context, can influence public

opinion and effect profound change.
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The 15 years between the publication of Common Sense and
Rights of Man mark the transformation of a provincial English lad
with an unremarkable biography into a pivotal political figure in
American history. After experiencing two failed marriages and an
unfulfilling career, Paine moved to London, where a mutual
acquaintance, mathematician George Lewis Scott, introduced him
to Benjamin Franklin. With Franklin’s support and letters of
recommendation, Thomas immigrated to America in 1774.

For 18 months, Thomas Paine served as the editor of the
Pennsylvania Magazine in Philadelphia, eventually becoming
involved in the turbulent political life of revolutionary America.
On 10 January 1776, Common Sense came off the press, wherein
the “Father of the American Revolution” contended that the cause
of America should focus not only on resisting taxation but also on
demanding independence. His 50-page pamphlet sold an
estimated 500,000 copies, achieving financial success, although
Paine chose to relinquish his share of the profits to support the
American army.

Common Sense unveiled a painful problem: the “doctrine of
reconciliation” was unacceptable as it equated to death. Thomas
Paine also believed, “The cause of America is, in a great measure,
the cause of all mankind.” For over 200 years, the United States
has profoundly embraced Paine’s concept, carrying it through its

various international and domestic political endeavours.
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