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Radio should thrive within a framework of constant renewal;
however, the core format of its broadcasts must remain consistent.
If the essence of what attracts and nurtures a broad audience—a
dedicated group of fans developed over the years—changes too
drastically, we risk losing them. Moreover, regaining that
audience will require significant time and effort.

A more relevant question to consider is: How engaging is
the content we produce? How well does it resonate with the
diverse moods and interests of our society? The current landscape
presents a challenge, as a single radio station often struggles to
appeal effectively to vastly different age groups. For instance,
attracting a 20-year-old listener with content aimed at a 50-year-
old audience is becoming increasingly impossible.

Good programming follows a simple radio formula: When
you turn it on, you don’t want to turn it off. Time has evolved
rapidly, and if we fail to modernise our offerings in accordance
with current trends, we risk falling irreparably behind.

In Georgia during the early 1990s, it felt premature to
discuss nuanced radio programming, as we relied heavily on
intuition rather than established programming regulations. While
such laws can provide guidance, they can also impose restrictions
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that stifle creativity. Indeed, these regulations should not be
dogmatic; they must adapt to the dynamic nature of society.

During that time, we aimed to infuse our programs with
discussions centred on spirituality, drawing from historical
context and maintaining an optimistic outlook. My colleagues
began to liberate themselves from the prescribed topics that
authorities had previously enforced. The imposition of artificial
themes—those that lacked genuine resonance—had a significant
impact on our collective psyche.

Today, the importance of editorial freedom is acutely
relevant, occupying a notable position in the regulations of
organisations like the BBC. In our formative years, we took
significant steps towards pioneering editorial independence at the
very dawn of our regained national and personal freedoms.
Consequently, we transitioned from lengthy, aimless
conversations to a more contemporary format: the talk show. This
shift perfectly aligned with the demands of modern radio.

The debate surrounding the necessity of conversational
radio is compelling. Many argue that news and music are
sufficient for a radio station to achieve high listener ratings. This
approach reduces costs and minimises the need for extensive
staffing. Such a format can undoubtedly serve its purpose,
especially in contexts like commuting—a pragmatic solution for
many. However, it is essential to acknowledge that radio plays a
crucial role in shaping public opinion, even in an age where
various multimedia platforms dominate our lifestyles.

In Georgia, conversations often revolve around the
experiences of other countries, allowing us to address our own
issues through comparative discussions. Countries such as the
UK, the United States, and Germany continue to endorse
conversational radio formats, demonstrating that these platforms
remain viable despite the growing popularity of podcasts. This
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resilience suggests that radio is likely to endure for many more
years, much like theatre, which has existed alongside the rise of
feature films throughout the 20th century.

Conversational radio fosters engagement and connection,
creating a unique space for listeners to reflect on shared
experiences and explore diverse perspectives. While podcasts
have surged in popularity by delivering on-demand content to
niche audiences, radio retains its immediacy and communal
atmosphere. This live interaction facilitates spontaneous
discussions that podcasts, despite their merits, cannot replicate.

The talk show format actively encourages audience
participation, whether through calls, social media, or other
interactive platforms. This level of engagement not only enhances
the listener experience but also creates a sense of community
around the programme. By prioritising dialogue over monologue,
radio cultivates a rich tapestry of opinions and viewpoints,
making it a powerful medium for public discourse.

In an age where attention spans are shorter and media
consumption habits are shifting, radio’s adaptability to these
changes demonstrates its enduring relevance. It can innovate
without losing its core identity, allowing for both fresh content
and cherished formats. It is this blend of tradition and modernity
that can sustain and rejuvenate the broadcasting medium.

To navigate the challenges and opportunities that lie ahead,
radio must embrace its role as a facilitator of conversation and a
platform for diverse voices. By focusing on programming that
genuinely resonates with audiences across various demographics,
radio can remain a dynamic force in today’s rapidly evolving
media landscape. In conclusion, radio must not only continuously
renew itself but also honour the core elements that make it
compelling: community, conversation, and connection. Through
this delicate balance, radio can remain a relevant and vital source
of information and inspiration for generations to come.
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