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Georgia has consistently embraced global advancements,
significantly influencing its cinematography. At the dawn of
cinema, our country fell under the control of its northern
neighbour, where strict censorship permeated all aspects of life.
Despite this political oversight, Georgian society diligently strove
to maintain a strong connection to Western European culture.

Fewer than a year after the Lumiére brothers' premiere at
the Grand Café¢ on Boulevard des Capucines in Paris on 16
November 1896, Thilisi's elite viewed their films at the Noblemen
Theatre. This event sparked a wave of publications about
cinematography in the Georgian press, including briefs, news
articles, reviews, and features.

Film studies emerged as a crucial element of early Georgian
film criticism, laying the foundation for a successful future in
Georgian cinema and establishing a distinguished film school that
nurtured world-class directors, screenwriters, actors, and
actresses. Despite oppressive Soviet censorship, landmark films
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were created in Georgia, driven by a quest for originality,
creativity, and freedom.

In 1910, writer and playwright Joseph Imedashvili (1876-
1952) founded the first professional Georgian magazine, Theatre
and Life. This periodical stood out for its extensive coverage of
cinematography, including the first feature article on cinema,
authored by Imedashvili himself. Consequently, the history of
Georgian film criticism can be traced back to his article published
in 1915.

The magazine offers crucial insights into Georgian silent
cinema, providing scholars with invaluable information from the
faded pages of Imedashvili’s publications and facilitating research
into the early developments of Georgian cinema. Drawing
on Theatre and Life, researchers have successfully restored our
cinematic past.

The early pioneers of Georgian film criticism emerged
during a pivotal period characterised by the establishment of film
censorship in the United States at the end of the 19th century,
alongside the increasing repression that followed the annexation
of the First Republic of Georgia by Soviet Russia in the 20th
century. During a unique era of relative freedom, Theatre and
Life played a vital role in fostering unrestricted Georgian film
criticism. However, this progress was ultimately stifled by the
Soviet regime, which imposed stringent censorship and restrictive
film laws that dampened the national spirit.

It was not until the 1990s, after Georgia regained its
independence, that the free film criticism initiated by Joseph and
his son Gaioz Imedashvili could once again flourish after a 70-
year hiatus.
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