
 

BRAMS Journal No. 9                                      ISSN 2667-9299 (print) 
2023 Volume 4, Issue 3/4                                  ISSN 2960-9348 (online) 

99 

maia nadareiSvili 
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3270-0728 

kriminologiis akademikosi (skma), 
saerTaSoriso Jurnalistikis doqtori (Tsu), 
bramsis institutis damfuZnebeli direqtori 

 
 
qarTuli kinokritikis `damfuZnebeli mamebi~ 

cenzurisa da kinosamarTlis pirispir 
(amerikul-qarTuli realoba) 

 
sakvanZo sityvebi: sinematografi, kinokritika, kinocenzura, 

kinosamarTali, kinos istoria, saqarTvelo, aSS 

 
 
tradiciulad, saqarTvelo yovelTvis 

droulad iTvisebda msoflio progress da 

kinematografis SemTxvevaSic, zustad ase moxda. me-

19 saukunis miwuruls, rodesac msoflio kino 
daibada, Cveni qveyana sruliad kontroldeboda 

Crdiloeli mezoblis mier da umkacresi cenzura 

cxovrebis yvela sferoSi iyo fexmokidebuli. imis 

miuxedavad, rom ruseTis imperiis 65-wliani (1801 

wlis 12 seqtembers aleqsandre I-is manifestiT 

qarTl-kaxeTis samefos gauqmebidan 1867 wlis 4 
ianvars aleqsandre II-is brZanebulebiT samegrelos 

samTavros gauqmebamde) dapyrobiTi politikis 

winaaRmdeg warmoebuli naxevarsaukunovani 

fizikurad gamanadgurebeli da moralurad 

damamcrobeli Sedegi damdgariyo, qarTuli 

sazogadoebis progresuli nawili maqsimalurad 
cdilobda, ar CamorCenoda dasavleTevropul 

kulturul cxovrebas. 
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klod-antuan lumieris mier kapucinebis 

bulvarze `gran kafeSi~ gamarTuli premieridan 

erTi welic ar iyo gasuli, rodesac 1896 wlis 16 

noembers saTavadaznauro TeatrSi Zmebi lumierebis 

filmebi uCvenes Tbilisis elitas.1 aqedan 
moyolebuli, qarTul presaSi TandaTanobiT imata 

publikaciebma kinematografis Temaze. ZiriTadad, 

ibeWdeboda qronikebi, sainformacio SeniSvnebi, 

recenziebi da analituri statiebi. qarTuli 

kinokritikis sawyis etapzeve daiwyo Teoriuli 

kinokvlevebic,2 ramac didad gansazRvra qarTuli 

kinos Rirseuli momavali – qarTuli kinoskolis 
dafuZneba, sadac msoflio donis kinomoRvaweni 

aRizardnen. mniSvnelovani filmebi Seqmnes sastiki 

sabWoTa cenzurisa da kinoxelovnebaSi yvelanairi 

originaluri azrovnebis, SemoqmedebiTi 

Tavisuflebis devnis miuxedavad. qarTvelma 

reJisorebma msoflio sinematografs Semates 800-mde 
srulmetraJiani mxatvruli, satelevizio da 

moklemetraJiani, 600-mde dokumenturi da 

samecniero-popularuli, 500-mde animaciuri da 

Tojinuri filmi. 

me-20 saukunis dasawyisSi kinematografis 

Temaze publikaciebis siuxviT gamoirCeoda 
mwerlisa da dramaturgis, ioseb imedaSvilis mier 

1910 wlis 2 ianvars daarsebuli pirveli qarTuli 

profesiuli Jurnali `Teatri da cxovreba~, 

romelic jer axali filmebis Taobaze aanonsebda, 

mogvianebiT ki sxvadasxva Janris publikacias 

sistematurad aqveynebda kinos Sesaxeb. 
saxelwodebis miuxedavad, es perioduli gamocema 

xelovnebis, TiTqmis, yvela dargis (dramatuli da 

saopero Teatri, literatura, kinoxelovneba, sxv.) 
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Sesaxeb aqveynebda masalebs. Jurnalis mizani 

saprogramo werilSi ase ganisazRvra: `xelovnebas 

samSoblo ara aqvs, mTeli qveyanaa misi akvani, 

yvelasaTvis erTia da yovelTa SemakavSirebeli... 

amitom Cveni Jurnalis mizanic iqneba saerTod 
adamianTa sakeTildReod muSaoba: WeSmaritebis 

gaSuqeba da ukeTurebis daTrgunva~.3 

pirveli soliduri statia kinematografis 

Temaze Tavad redaqtors, ioseb imedaSvils 

ekuTvnoda. Sesabamisad, qarTuli kinokritikis 

istoria swored misi 1915 wels gamoqveynebuli 

publikaciiT iwyeba. 19 weli gasuliyo 
saqarTveloSi pirveli kinoseansis Catarebidan. 

ioseb imedaSvilma (1876-1952) xelovnebis am 

axali dargis potenciali Tavidanve kargad dainaxa. 

amitom saredaqcio statiebiT cdilobda 

skeptikurad ganwyobili misi Tanamedrove 

sazogadoebis azris progresisken warmarTvas. 
iosebis editorialebi4 kategoriulad 

upirispirdeboda gavrcelebul mosazrebas imis 

Taobaze, rom kino mxolod teqnikuri gamogoneba 

iyo. redaqtor-gamomcemeli qarTuli sazogadoebrivi 

azris formirebas ganviTarebuli msoflios 

magaliTiT cdilobda: `sinematograf-kinematografma 
mTeli mowinave kacobriobis suli daiflo da 

xelovnebis asparezze TvalsaCino adgilic 

daiWira~.5 ioseb imedaSvils surda, kino xelovnebis 

erT-erT dargad eRiarebinaT mis garSemo myofebs. 

Jurnalis redaqtori saocrad progresul da 

SorsmWvretel moazrovned warmoCndeba sakuTari 
publikaciebidan. analitur statiaSi `molaparake 

kino-filma da Teatris bedi~, ioseb imedaSvili 

werda: `kino gadaiqca yvelaze ufro gavrcelebul 
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sanaxaobaT da Teatrs TandaTan aclis pozicias 

poziciaze. raRa iqneba xval, rodesac axmaurdeba 

kinos darbazi da ekranidan gaismis msaxiobis 

mkveTri xma da damatkbobeli simRera?~.6 qarTveli 

Jurnalisti amas werda sami wliT adre msoflioSi 
pirveli xmovani filmis, reJisor alan kroslendis 

`jazis momRerlis~7 gamosvlamde. 

qarTuli munji kinos Sesaxeb mniSvnelovani da 

uxvi masalis dabeWdviT, Jurnalma udidesi 

daxmareba gauwia qarTuli kinos pirveli nabijebis 

Tanamedrove mkvlevrebs, romlebmac kinoistoriis 

Seswavlis mcdelobisas unikaluri informaciis 
aRdgena SeZles da Cveni kinowarsulis realuri 

suraTi warmoaCines swored `Teatri da cxovrebis~ 

publikaciebze dayrdnobiT. 

istoriuli Rirebulebebis mqone Zveli 

publikaciebis garda, Jurnalis saxels ukavSirdeba 

erTi mniSvnelovani faqtic. `Teatrsa da 
cxovrebaSi~ kaius pelis fsevdonimiT werda 

damaarseblis vaJi, gaioz imedaSvili (1906-1995), 

romelic mogvianebiT profesionali kinokritikosi 

gaxda. marTalia, mamamiss udidesi wvlili miuZRvis 

kinos popularizaciaSi da, garkveulwilad, swored 

misma Jurnalisturma saqmianobam misca biZgi 
gaiozis ukompromiso kinokritikosis profesiul 

moRvaweobasac,8 magram zogierTi qarTveli 

kinomkvlevari iosebs mainc ar Tvlis pirvel 

qarTvel profesional kinokritikosad im sababiT, 

rom ioseb imedaSvilisTvis kino ar iyo misi 

ZiriTadi specialoba. dRevandeli 
interdisciplinuri samecniero samyaros 

gadmosaxedidan, wina saukuniseuli damokidebuleba 

qarTuli kinokritikis mamamTavrisadmi 
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absoluturad miuRebeli mgonia, radgan mis 

fasdaudebel Rvawls usamarTlod akninebs. es mama-

Svili karlo gogoZesTan (1909-1977) erTad, qarTuli 

kinokritikis „damfuZnebeli mamebi“ arian da 

samarTlianoba moiTxovs am sami adamianis 
damsaxurebis oficialurad ise aRiarebas, arcerT 

maTgans ar miadges Crdili. unda aRiniSnos, rom 

mravali wlis ganmavlobaSi karlo gogoZe 

erTpirovnulad iTvleboda pirvel qarTvel 

kinokritikosad, ioseb da gaioz imedaSvilebis 

publikaciaTa arsebobis miuxedavad. 

giorgi razmaZis 2018 wlis samecniero 
gamokvlevis Tanaxmad, istoriuli Seusabamoba 

gadasinjvas saWiroebs. razmaZem gamoikvlia da 

daadgina kaius pelis vinaoba sxvadasxva wyaroze 

(maT Soris, galaktionis9 pirad Canawerebsa da 

ioseb griSaSvilis10 `fsevdonimebis leqsikonze~) 

dayrdnobiT. radgan Jurnal `Teatri da cxovrebis~ 
Zvel nomrebs SemounaxavT kaius pelis 

kinokritikuli publikaciebi, xolo ramdenime 

damoukidebeli wyaro adasturebs am fsevdonimis 

qveS gaioz imedaSvilis avtorobas, sruliad 

misaRebi unda iyos Cvens erovnul kinoistoriaSi 

daSvebuli Secdomis gamosworeba da simarTlis 
erTgulebisTvis, antibolSevikuri 

SexedulebebisTvis 1924 wels mcire xniT sabWoTa 

cixeSi moxvedrili11 kinokritikosis Rvawlis 

damsaxurebuli dadastureba. pirovnuli siTamame da 

profesiuli ukompromisoba naTladaa asaxuli kaius 

pelis rogorc naSromebsa da publikaciebSi, ise – 
mis biografiaSi. Sesabamisad, mama-Svili ioseb da 

gaioz imedaSvilebi gacilebiT met aRiarebasa da 

dafasebas imsaxureben rogorc qarTuli 
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sazogadoebis mxridan, ise samecniero wris 

warmomadgenelTagan, maTi nayofieri moRvaweobidan 

gamomdinare qarTul kinokritikasa da kinomediaSi. 

Jurnalma `Teatri da cxovreba~ rTuli gza 

gaiara. arsebobis pirvel wlebSi misi gamocema 
bevrjer SeCerda. merec araerTi problemis 

gadalaxva mouxda. 2017 wels mas saxeli gadaerqva 

da `Teatri~ ewoda. vfiqrob, mravaltanjuli da 

sabWoTa cenzurasgadarCenili, saukunovani istoriis 

mqone am qarTuli perioduli gamocemis 

damaarseblisa da pirveli redaqtoris, ioseb 

imedaSvilis naTeli xsovnis pativsacemad, umjobesi 
iqneboda misi fuZemdeblis mier brZnulad SerCeuli 

saxelwodeba SeenarCunebina. jer erTi, daikarga 

saxelwodebaSi gamiznulad Cadebuli publicisturi 

gaazreba. meorec, swored `cxovrebam~ misca mas 

saSualeba, Teatris garda mraval sxva mniSvnelovan 

Temasac Sexeboda. realurad, 21-e saukuneSi, 
damoukidebel qarTul saxelmwifoSi CamoerTva 

meoTxe xelisuflebisTvis demokratiis pirobebSi 

bunebrivad dakanonebuli uflebebi saukunovan 

Jurnals, arsebobisTvis brZoliT rom movida 

dRemde. es sakiTxic mosagvarebeli mgonia. 

mxolod am qarTulma Jurnalma Semogvinaxa 
kote marjaniSvilis pirveli filmis `qariSxlis 

win~ (1924) Sesaxeb sando informacia Tavis 

furclebze gamoqveynebul korespondenciebsa da 

recenziebSi. filmi dakargulia da radgan mas 

Cvenamde ar mouRwevia, misi arsebobac ar 

gvecodineboda, rom ara `Teatri da cxovrebis~ 
Jurnalistebi. ioseb imedaSvili werda: `rogorc 

gadmogvces, suraTi friad sainteresoa SinaarsiT da 

asrulebiT – texnikurad. mSvenivrad 
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dasuraTebulia~.12 kote marjaniSvilis pirveli 

filmis sareklamo kampanias agvirgvinebs 

gamomcemel-redaqtoris vrceli recenzia, romelSic 

ostaturadaa gadmocemuli da axsnili im epoqis 

tendencia xelovnebaSi koleqtiuri gmiris 
SemoyvanasTan dakavSirebiT: `gankerZoebul 

pirovnebaT, TiToeul gmirs nu eZebT... aq gmiri 

xalxis mTliani nebisyofaa, suliskveTeba, xolo 

TiToeuli pirovneba am suliskveTebis 

gamomxatveli~.13 

kinokritikosi Svili tols ar udebda mamas. 

kaius peli, igive gaioz imedaSvili, kinoxelovnebis 
ara mxolod Rrma, analitur analizs sTavazobda 

qarTvel mkiTxvels, aramed misi Teoriuli kvlevebi 

kinos Taobaze sruliad Tavisufali iyo marqsizm-

leninizmis mosazrebebisa da sabWoTa ideologiis 

zegavlenisgan (rac male savaldebulo gaxda 

ramdenime aTeuli weliwadis ganmavlobaSi). 1930-ian 
wlebSi `rkinis fardis~ CamoSvebamde, gaiozi 

Tavisuflad werda dasavlur kinoskolaze, 

ganixilavda Carli Caplinis kinoideologiasa da 

samsaxiobo ostatobis niuansebs. misi, lamis, 

saukunis winandeli publikaciebi azrovnebisa da 

leqsikis iseT silaRes Seicavs, rogoric mxolod 
1990-iani wlebidan daubrunda qarTul presas. 

saqarTveloSi kinocenzuras win uswrebda 

qarTuli presisa da Teatris saqmianobis kontroli 

ruseTis caristuli reJimis warmomadgenlebis 

mxridan. pirveli qarTuli gazeTis TiToeuli 

nomeri rusulad iwereboda da cenzuris kontrolis 
warmatebiT gavlis Semdeg iTargmneboda qarTulad, 

rac mZime daRs asvamda pirveli qarTuli nabeWdi 

perioduli gamocemis enasa da stils.14 
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1880-ian wlebSi kavkasiis sacenzuro komitetSi 

Seiqmna specialuri – dramatuli cenzuris 

ganyofileba. misi wevrebis nebarTvis gareSe, verc 

repeticiebi Catardeboda, verc Teatraluri afiSebi 

gaikvreboda da verc warmodgenebi gaimarTeboda. 
Sinagan saqmeTa saministrosa da umaRlesi 

sacenzuro komitetis sagangebo brZanebis Tanaxmad, 

TiToeuli speqtaklis gasamarTad Sekrebis nebarTva 

adgilobriv policiaSi unda aeRoT wreebsa Tu 

dasebs; dauSvebeli iyo dramatuli cenzurisgan 

nebadaurTveli speqtaklebis dadgma klubebisa da 

wreebis scenebze; repeticiebs unda daswrebodnen 
cenzuris komitetisa da policiis sagangebo 

warmomadgenlebi; akrZaluli iyo warmodgenis 

msvlelobisas speqtaklis Sinaarsis Secvla. scenaze 

mxatvruli nawarmoebebis wakiTxvis Tu sxva msgavsi 

literaturuli saRamoebis gamarTvisaTvis cenzuris 

komitetisa da kavkasiis saswavlo olqis nebarTvis 
aReba savaldebulo iyo. aseT relobaSi Semoabija 

sinematografma Tbilisisa da quTaisis or 

guberniad dayofil, ruseTis moxeleTa mier 

kontrolirebad `teritoriaze~, sadac 

macxovreblebis nawils qarTveloba, qarTuli saqmis 

msaxureba da saqarTvelos Rirseul Svilad 
moRvaweoba sicocxleze metad uRirda. 

qarTul kinoistoriaSi Tavdapirveli cenzura 

sakmaod zogadi xasiaTis iyo da Sinaarss, 

faqtobrivad, saerTod ar exeboda. misi mizani 

kinoCvenebebis reglamentirebasa da protokols 

moicavda. amis dasturia 1909 wlis 6 ivlisis 
cirkulari, romelic tfilisis guberniis saqalaqo 

saqmeTa sakrebulom daamtkica: `sinematografiuli 

seansebisTvis gankuTvnil SenobaSi ekranze suraTis 



 

BRAMS Journal No. 9                                      ISSN 2667-9299 (print) 
2023 Volume 4, Issue 3/4                                  ISSN 2960-9348 (online) 

107 

demonstrirebasTan erTad yovelad dauSvebelia e.w. 

cocxali nomrebi, anu momReralTa, mocekvaveTa, 

fizionomistTa, maxinjTa da sxvaTa gamosvlebi~.15 

cxadia, amas kinocenzuras namdvilad ver vuwodebT. 

es wminda wylis regulaciuri xasiaTis debulebaa, 
romelic seansis Catarebis wess azustebs. 

oqtombris revoluciis mesame dRes, 1917 wlis 

17 oqtombridan (ax. stiliT 9 noemberi) ZalaSi 

Sevida leninis mier gamocemuli pirveli dekreti 

`beWduri sityvis~16 akrZalvis Sesaxeb. radgan es 

dadgenileba zogad RonisZiebebs gulisxmobda, 

cenzuris mTliani strategiis SemuSavebas ver 
uzrunvelyofda. amiT aixsneba sabWoTa wyobilebis 

damyarebis pirvel wlebSi SedarebiT liberaluri 

damokidebuleba xelovnebisa da sxva dargebisadmi. 

am dokumentis mixedviT, droebiT, mxolod 

samoqalaqo omis dasrulebamde, izRudeboda 

sityvis, gamoxatvisa da informaciis Tavisuflad 
gavrcelebis ufleba. realurad, `droebiTi~ 

kontroli TandaTan gamkacrda da 70 weli 

gagrZelda: 

• 1918 wels kerZo kinematografiebi 

adgilobriv sabWoebs dauqvemdebares 

`kinowarmoebis kontrolis Sesaxeb~ 
dadgenilebiT. 

• 1919 wels yvela kino da fotostudia 

saxelmwifo sakuTrebaSi gadavida. 

• 1922 wels Seiqmna `mTavliti~ – 

literaturisa da gamomcemlobis 

sakiTxebTan dakavSirebuli mTavari 
sammarTvelo.17 sajaro gamoqveynebis 

uflebamopovebul yvela naSromsa Tu 

dokuments `mTavlitis~ beWedi axlda. 
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• 1923 wels Seiqmna `repertkomi~, romelsac 

warmodgenebisa da RonisZiebebis 

repertuaris gakontroleba evaleboda. 

• 1924 wels Seiqmna `saxkino~ filmebis 

Sinaarsis kontrolis funqciiT. 
1926 wels aleqsandre wuwunavas (1881-1955) `vin 

aris damnaSave~ gaxda pirveli filmi saqarTveloSi, 

romelsac cenzura Seexo. jer nikoloz Sengelaiam 

susti reJisurisTvis gaakritika.18 mere reJisoris 

daukiTxavad, moskovis `saxkinmrewvma~ filmi Tavidan 

daamontaJa da ase gauSva sabWoTa ekranze. cenzuram 

sxva araerTi qarTuli filmi akrZala: 
• nikoloz Sengelaias `eliso~ (1928) 

• konstantine (kote) miqaberiZis `bebiaCemi~ 

(1929) 

• mixeil kalatoziSvilis `jim SvanTe~, igive 

`marili svaneTs~ (1930) 

• nuca RoRoberiZis `uJmuri~ (1934) 
• oTar ioselianis `aprili~ (1961) da sxv. 

sayovelTaod cnobili da aRiarebuli faqtia, 

rom yvela sfero SezRuda da daamaxinja sabWoTa 

cenzuram, magram am sakiTxze msjelobisas iSviaTad 

ixseneben kinocenzuris `samSoblos~ – amerikis 

SeerTebul Statebsa da iq SemoRebul-gatarebul 
SezRudviT RonisZiebebs sxvadasxva filmTan 

dakavSirebiT.19 pirveloba Tomas edisonis kompanias 

ergo: 1895 wels diqson-haisis filmTan `serpantinis 

cekva~20 dakavSirebiT dafiqsirda kinocenzuris 

pirveli msoflio SemTxveva. Semdeg 1896 wels 

gadaRebuli filmi `kocna~21 miiCnia amerikulma 
cenzuram sazogadoebrivi moralisTvis safrTxis 

Semcvelad.22 orive faqti moxda saqarTveloSi 

pirveli kinoseansis Catarebamde. 
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1907 wels qalaq CikagoSi amoqmedda pirveli 

kinocenzuruli kanoni. aman saTave daudo 

precedentul samarTals sinematografis sferoSi. 

momdevno wlebSi mTeli amerikis masStabiT Seiqmna 

mravali adgilobrivi cenzuris sabWo. aseT 
sakanonmdeblo siWreles gansxvavebuli wesebisa da 

standartebis daweseba mohyva Statidan StatSi. 

msgavsi qaosi didxans ver gastanda. rodesac qalaq 

niu-iorkSi ramdenime kinoTeatri daixura `uxamsi~ 

filmebiT gamowveuli sazogadoebrivi 

ukmayofilebis gamo, qmediTi nabijebis gadadgmis 

saWiroeba dadga. amitom, 1909 wels aSS-Si Seiqmna 
cenzuris erovnuli sabWo, romelic protestantul 

mrwamss efuZneboda. 

1915 wels saqmeze `Tanaziari kinokorporacia 

ohaios industriuli komitetis winaaRmdeg~23 aSS-is 

uzenaesma sasamarTlom daadgina, rom konstituciis 

pirveli Sesworeba24 ar icavda kinosuraTebis 
Tavisuflebasa da uflebebs. kanonis aseTma 

ganmartebam saxelmwifosa da adgilobriv sabWoebs 

cenzuris Tavisuflad ganxorcielebis saSualeba 

daukanona SeerTebul StatebSi. 

imave wels d. u. grifitis filmma `eris 

dabadeba~ (1915),25 romelic amerikis samoqalaqo omis 
Temasa da Semdgom periods Seexeboda, areuloba 

gamoiwvia mTel rig StatebSi: ohaioSi, masaCusetsSi, 

pensilvaniasa da koloradoSi. sakamaTo rasistuli 

Sinaarsis gamo, esaa aSS-is istoriaSi yvelaze 

mkacrad akrZaluli filmi. 

udavod, saamayo faqtia, rom okupirebuli, 
saxelmwifoebriobaCamorTmeuli qveynis Svilebma 

toli aravis davudeT msoflioSi da mravaljerac 

vajobeT rogorc kinoxelovnebaSi, ise sxva araerT 
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dargSi. amis dasturad, 1977 wlidan kosmosSi 

qarTuli mravalxmianobis Sedevrad aRiarebuli 

`Cakrulo~ mogzaurobs,26 rusuli «Подмосковные 
вечера»-s27 nacvlad, romelsac sabWoTa moskovi 

yvelanairi sababiT aZalebda amerikul mxares. 

nasasTan qarTvelebis daCagvra ar gamouvidaT 
rusebs. Tumca, animaciuri filmisaTvis `Wiri~28 

(1984) kanis kinofestivalze mopovebuli `oqros 

palmis rto~ qarTvel avtorebs, reJisor daviT 

TayaiSvilsa da mxatvar daviT sixaruliZes, TvaliT 

ar unaxavT da maTi jildo dRemde moskovSia. sxva 

araerTi istoriuli usamarTloba iseTive faqtia, 
rogorc qarTvel kinoxelovanTa mravali 

saerTaSoriso warmateba. progresuli azrovneba 

mudam iyo qarTuli sazogadoebisa da saxelmwifos 

myari safuZveli Cvens mravalsaukunovan 

samSobloSi. Sedegad, gvaqvs saamayo qarTuli kinoc, 

soliduri kinokritikaca da cenzurasTan 
gamklavebis unikaluri gamocdilebac. 
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Georgia has consistently embraced global advancements, 
significantly influencing its cinematography. At the dawn of 
cinema, our country fell under the control of its northern 
neighbour, where strict censorship permeated all aspects of life. 
Despite this political oversight, Georgian society diligently strove 
to maintain a strong connection to Western European culture. 

Fewer than a year after the Lumière brothers' premiere at 
the Grand Café on Boulevard des Capucines in Paris on 16 
November 1896, Tbilisi's elite viewed their films at the Noblemen 
Theatre. This event sparked a wave of publications about 
cinematography in the Georgian press, including briefs, news 
articles, reviews, and features. 

Film studies emerged as a crucial element of early Georgian 
film criticism, laying the foundation for a successful future in 
Georgian cinema and establishing a distinguished film school that 
nurtured world-class directors, screenwriters, actors, and 
actresses. Despite oppressive Soviet censorship, landmark films 
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were created in Georgia, driven by a quest for originality, 
creativity, and freedom. 

In 1910, writer and playwright Joseph Imedashvili (1876-
1952) founded the first professional Georgian magazine, Theatre 
and Life. This periodical stood out for its extensive coverage of 
cinematography, including the first feature article on cinema, 
authored by Imedashvili himself. Consequently, the history of 
Georgian film criticism can be traced back to his article published 
in 1915. 

The magazine offers crucial insights into Georgian silent 
cinema, providing scholars with invaluable information from the 
faded pages of Imedashvili’s publications and facilitating research 
into the early developments of Georgian cinema. Drawing 
on Theatre and Life, researchers have successfully restored our 
cinematic past. 

The early pioneers of Georgian film criticism emerged 
during a pivotal period characterised by the establishment of film 
censorship in the United States at the end of the 19th century, 
alongside the increasing repression that followed the annexation 
of the First Republic of Georgia by Soviet Russia in the 20th 
century. During a unique era of relative freedom, Theatre and 
Life played a vital role in fostering unrestricted Georgian film 
criticism. However, this progress was ultimately stifled by the 
Soviet regime, which imposed stringent censorship and restrictive 
film laws that dampened the national spirit. 

It was not until the 1990s, after Georgia regained its 
independence, that the free film criticism initiated by Joseph and 
his son Gaioz Imedashvili could once again flourish after a 70-
year hiatus. 

 
 
 


