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TRANSFORMATION OF A NOVEL INTO A SCRIPT:

THE JOURNEY OF OUTLANDER
(Abstract)
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Memory is the mental ability to store and recall information, a
faculty deeply intertwined with our experiences and identity. Dr
Diana Gabaldon suggests that this capacity to remember can often
be more burden than blessing. She famously observed, “Time is
God, memory is a devil,” encapsulating the paradox of memory’s
role in human life. Through her series of novels, Gabaldon
artfully explores this intricate relationship between time and
memory, weaving it seamlessly into her characters and narratives.

On 6 March 1988, a young American zoologist named
Diana Gabaldon penned the opening lines of her first book. At
that point, she had yet to conceive the now-iconic title Outlander,
nor did she possess a clear blueprint for her writing journey. The
Doctor of Ecology was motivated by a desire to test her own
boundaries, striving to craft a story that would resonate with

readers and endure the test of time.
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Following the release of her groundbreaking novel, Dr
Gabaldon’s distinctive storytelling and richly developed
characters captured the attention of the television industry. The
transformation of Outlander from a compelling novel to a highly
acclaimed TV drama was met with enthusiastic approval. The
series adeptly encapsulated the essence of Gabaldon’s historical
fantasy, bringing to life the vivid landscapes and complex
emotional currents of the narrative. This adaptation not only
enhanced her popularity but also allowed her intricate tales to
reach a significantly broader audience.

Gabaldon continued to write her subsequent novels in quick
succession, further expanding the Outlander universe. Years after
her initial foray into writing, Diana Gabaldon now embraces the
challenge of crafting another book in the Outlander series,
continuing to delve into the depths of memory and time that have
become her hallmark themes. This journey of transformation—
from written word to visual storytelling—has not only redefined
her career but has also solidified her place in contemporary

literary and television history.
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