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DARK SIDE OF MASS COMMUNICATION:
NOAM CHOMSKY’S SOCIAL MANIPULATION

THEORY AND ITS DEONTOLOGICAL ASPECTS
(Abstract)
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Professor Noam Chomsky, a highly influential American thinker
known as the “father of modern linguistics,” is a philosopher,
political analyst, and public intellectual. He was a professor at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) for many years and
is now FEmeritus at the University of Arizona. Chomsky
systematically examines how mass communication and media can
be manipulated by authorities to shape public opinion. He
highlights the darker side of these practices and the methods of
brainwashing used by various institutions.

The purpose of the three branches of government, as well as
the Fourth Estate, is not to manipulate public opinion or
brainwash the population. Instead, these institutions exist to
safeguard society from such deviations, support its natural

development, promote peaceful coexistence among people
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(nations, countries, and states), and develop and regulate relevant
legislation. When such threats arise, it is the government’s direct
responsibility to prevent them. Additionally, upholding ethical
standards in the media and professional conduct based on
deontology is also crucial.

Professor Chomsky has identified a theory of manipulation
that includes ten methods: direct attention, generate a problem and
propose a solution, introduce changes gradually, postpone
changes, talk to the public as to a child, focus on emotions rather
than on rationality, keep people ignorant, promote mediocrity,
make people feel guilty, and get to know people better than they
can know themselves.

The article examines each of these methods, provides
relevant examples, and draws parallels between Georgia and the
United States. Ultimately, the author concludes that both upright
political activities and the actions of the Fourth Estate should be

grounded in ethical and aesthetic values.
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