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French political philosopher, historian, and diplomat Alexis de
Tocqueville (1805-1859) served as the Minister of Foreign Affairs
of France from 2 June to 30 October 1849. At the age of 26, he
spent a full year studying in the United States. His observations
and experiences during his time in the New World formed the
foundation of his two-volume work, Democracy in America (1835
and 1840). While I do not aim to emulate Tocqueville or produce
a detailed study on American democracy, | cannot resist the urge
to analyse, as it is impossible to spend six months in the United
States without reflecting on it.

Finding research material was both easy and enjoyable,
primarily because of my somewhat unconventional entry into the
United States. Instead of arriving at JFK Airport in New York, I
landed directly at Philadelphia International Airport, as I needed

to stay in Delaware, specifically, Wilmington, the hometown of
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Joe Biden, who was merely a presidential candidate at that time.
As aresult, | found myself at the heart of America’s origins.

After Tocqueville’s visit and analysis of the original 13
states, I found little significant change across the current 50 states.
Nearly two centuries later, Tocqueville’s observations still
resonate: “The Americans’ principal means of action is liberty;
the Russians’ is servitude. Their points of departure are different,
and their paths are diverse. Yet each seems destined by a secret
design of Providence to sway the destinies of half the globe.” The
opportunity for progressive change may only arise after the
ongoing war in Ukraine ends and global political tensions ease.
Will we continue on the same political course, or will we discover
a better path? Will civil society spring into action again without
careful consideration? Ordinary citizens rarely possess the power
to make crucial decisions, whether they live in prosperous
democracies or developing countries. Representatives are meant
to serve the people; however, politics is vastly different from
business, where customers have actual rights.

I glanced at the upper right corner of my laptop screen and
noted that today is 9 April 2020.

Stranded in Delaware due to a pandemic in the land where
the founding fathers established the American Republic, I
recognised the dual significance of 9 April. Alongside two
Christmases and two New Year’s Days, Georgians commemorate

two Independence Days: 9 April and 26 May. We celebrate these
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fundamental events annually, symbolising our love for freedom
and our enduring struggle for independence. Although officially
recognised as the Day of National Unity, 9 April also marks a
moment of independence for many Georgians. The mistakes made
along the bloodstained and arduous path my homeland has
traversed over the past two centuries are inconsequential.

The United Kingdom is currently grappling with an
extended Brexit process for the fourth consecutive year and
remains unable to celebrate Independence Day—a day eagerly
anticipated by 17.4 million English people. The population of
England is roughly ten times greater than that of Georgia, with
around 51 million residents compared to Georgia’s fluctuating
population of between 3 and 5 million over its 30-century history.
Despite numerous challenges, we have managed to establish two
days of independence.

America is a distant land, and achieving complete
independence for Georgia seems even more elusive than our own
version of the American dream. However, consistent and rational
thinking can facilitate any achievement. Idealism often proves
futile in state-building due to its unrealistic and impractical
nature. Georgia has faced both modern setbacks and historical
triumphs, with notable successes achieved by its kings throughout
history. Distinguished rulers include Pharnavaz I of All Iberia and
Colchis (circa 302 to 237 BC), Vakhtang I Gorgasali of Iberia
(circa 449 to 502 AD), Bagrat III of Georgia (1008 to 1014),

135

BRAMS Journal No. 7 ISSN 2667-9299 (print)
2022 Volume 3, Issue 3/4 ISSN 2960-9348 (online)



David IV the Innovator (1089 to 1125), David VI Narin (1245 to
1293), David VII Ulugh (1247 to 1270), Demetrius 1I (1270 to
1289), George V the Brilliant (1299 to 1302 and 1318 to 1346),
George XI (1676 to 1688 and 1703 to 1709), Teimuraz II (King of
Kakheti from 1733 to 1744 and King of Kartli from 1744 to
1762), and Heraclius II (King of Kakheti from 1744 to 1762 and
King of Kartli-Kakheti from 1762 to 1798). As the saying goes,
the height of a tree is measured by its roots. Therefore, I research
the political histories of both Georgia and the United States
through their former capital cities: Mtskheta and Philadelphia.

k %k ok

Mtskheta has held immense strategic significance for Georgia,
making it a frequent target for invading forces. It is astonishing
how much this small town has endured throughout its long history
while remarkably preserving its legacy for us “after a thousand
years.”

In 65 BC, the Roman general and statesman Pompey
invaded Mtskheta.

Between 736 and 738, the Arab commander Marwan ibn
Muhammad, known as Marwan the Deaf in Georgian history,
conquered much of Eastern Georgia and destroyed the Fortress
Armaz, Mtskheta and several other cities and towns.

In the early 15th century, the renowned Mongol conqueror
Tamerlane invaded Mtskheta, causing significant damage to the

Svetitskhoveli Cathedral. The rich library of manuscripts at
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Svetitskhoveli was repeatedly destroyed by invading forces;
however, the surviving catalogues offer insights into the extensive
collection that once existed.

In 1801, following the death of George XII of Georgia, the
Russian Empire annexed the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti, reducing
the holy city to a small village governed by the Dusheti District.
However, in 1956, Mtskheta regained its status as a city and was
officially designated as a city-museum. In 1973, authorities
proposed a development plan for this sacred city.

This historically significant site has always played, and will
continue to play, a vital role in defending the nation’s sovereignty
and independence. As the former capital of Georgia, Mtskheta
continually rejuvenates itself, silently bestowing Georgian
Orthodox grace upon both locals and visitors alike. The grandeur
of the ancient Kartlosian kingdom (the Georgians) endures on its
streets. As I stroll through the winding lanes of Mtskheta or circle
the Svetitskhoveli Cathedral in prayer for my homeland, my
thoughts intertwine the future with the past. This is the mission of

Mtskheta, which has become its eternal purpose.
k ok ok

If Mtskheta is considered the holy city of the Georgians, then
Philadelphia holds a special place in the history of the United
States. The historic quarter of Philadelphia exudes a distinctive
English character, with its reddish-brown brick buildings and

narrow streets, which are quite uncommon in modern America. It
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was here that the American Dream of freedom and independence
was born.

For a long time, the traces of America’s original inhabitants
were systematically erased, which is why our knowledge about
them is limited. Although the vandals of those “dark™ times no
longer pose a threat, modern counterparts still destroy cultural
artefacts. For example, the icon of Shota Rustaveli in the
Jerusalem Monastery and the Umm Leisun stone inscription,
written in the Georgian Asomtavruli script dating back to the 5th
century, have both been destroyed. Nevertheless, thanks to the
efforts of historians and archaeologists, we still have valuable
insights into the histories of both America and Georgia.

Philadelphia has housed a bronze statue of its founder,
William Penn, since 1894, positioned atop City Hall. This statue
oversees the city’s rich heritage. While Mtskheta boasts historical
monuments and religious sanctuaries, Philadelphia is renowned
for its museums and striking national emblems. Strolling through
the bustling streets of contemporary Philadelphia is as enjoyable
as walking in Mtskheta, Tbilisi, or London. The most significant
difference is the large national flags that adorn the facades of
skyscrapers and buildings of various organisations throughout
Philly. These flags enhance the American sky blue. Also, the
display of the Star-Spangled Banner is a beautiful expression of

American patriotism.
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The Benjamin Franklin Parkway is a prominent location that
proudly showcases the national flags of 108 different countries.
Notably, the Five-Cross Flag of Georgia is situated just two steps
from the Rodin Museum at No. 2151. The proximity of the iconic
sculpture, The Thinker, to the Georgian flag may suggest a
profound connection to the concepts of freedom and
independence. It represents not merely the act of thinking for its
own sake, i.e. philosophy, but it embodies a triumphant
manifestation of philosophical thought, deserving to be adorned in
white marble. In contrast, Rodin’s The Thinker depicts a figure
burdened by the weight of existence, as suggested by its dark
greenish hue, which evokes feelings of grief and pain.

Every country, nation, and individual has a unique purpose
to fulfil, a path to walk, and challenges to confront. Discovering
and fulfilling this purpose brings freedom, happiness, and benefits
to society. Mtskheta and Philadelphia are two remarkable cities
that serve as historical symbols of their respective nations:
Georgia and the United States. At first glance, they may seem to
have little in common, but they remind us that the birth of a nation
is deeply rooted in the establishment of a kingdom or republic.
The Liberty Bell in Philadelphia symbolises American patriotism;
the Mother Bell at the Gremi Royal Citadel in eastern Georgia
resonates with the legacy of another former capital in the hearts of

young Georgians.
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