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THE AMERICAN ROOTS OF
THE GEORGIAN RADIO
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In the 1970s, almost all Soviet citizens felt that the lifestyle they
led could not go any further from that point. Something had to
change. Both the people and the Soviet government realised the
need for significant changes. Only the very few did not believe —
or rather, did not consider it convenient for themselves — that a
political monster such as the USSR would collapse one day. It is
easy to look back today and analyse what was only a blurry future
back then. At that time, Soviet propaganda was working at full
blast. The “Iron Curtain” was hanging tight, and it seemed almost
as disastrous as the sword of Damocles over the heads of
freedom-loving Georgians who used any opportunity to seek and
achieve a bit of liberty under Soviet pressure.

Before Mikhail Gorbachev launched Perestroika—a
programme of political and economic reform—in the mid-1980s,
the previous generation of Soviet leaders failed to produce
anything more effective than feeble counter-propaganda. The

vague articles that appeared in the central press and were then
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republished in republican newspapers and magazines across the
Soviet Union resulted from the influence of Soviet counter-
propaganda on print media. However, a common citizen would
not even understand the content of such counter-propaganda news
stories without knowing what was behind their narrative. As a
rule, those articles were a political response to a story published in
the Western press or radio material disseminated by one of the
“voices”. The central Soviet government used to give appropriate
instructions to the respective republics to “save” Soviet citizens
like Georgians, Lithuanians, Uzbeks, and others from foreign
“harmful” influence.

By the end of the 20th century, advancements in
information technology and media development had effectively
“shrunk”™ our planet. The Soviet struggle against “unwanted radio
waves” backfired and turned into a source of subjugated
disobedience. As the saying goes, when there is a will, there is a
way. A media phenomenon was created in the political cage of
Soviet counter-propaganda, which was a successful product of the
immense talent and professional skills of freedom-loving
Georgian journalists. A truly unique radio programme, "Pikis
saati" (Georgian for ‘prime time’), emerged in Georgia, leaving a
profound mark on the history of national journalism and preparing
the nation for its final struggle to regain independence from

Soviet Russia.
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The new radio programme had to be broadcast at 6 p.m.,
neither earlier nor later, as it needed to compete for the same
Georgian listeners who formed the audience of the “voice” from
across the Atlantic Ocean. This national prime-time radio
program opened a window for the Georgians to breathe some
fresh air of freedom while still in the Soviet prison. The stream of
freedom flowed through this gap in information censorship,
enabling the brave, untamed nation to prepare for the imminent
collapse of the Soviet Union. This ultimately led to the
independence they had plotted and fought for. The Russians failed
to completely subjugate their neighbouring country despite their
attempts that lasted for almost two centuries. No one “up there”
could discern the true goal behind the new radio programme.
Today, it is a fact that has become established: the freedom of
Georgian radio was built on American roots by forward-thinking

Georgian journalists, including the author of these lines.
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