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1. pirvel msoflio omamde 
 

yovel epoqas Tu konkretul brZolas gansakuT-

rebuli adamiani-simbolo hyavs. manfred ambrext ba-

ron fon rixthofens1 (1892-1918) wilad xvda saxel-

ganTqmuli germaneli samxedro mfrinavis imijis 

damkvidreba pirveli msoflio omis dros. 

jer kidev sicocxleSi igi imdenad cnobili 

gaxda, rom 24 wlis asakSi avtobiografia gamosca. 

TiTqos, yvelafers detalurad aRwers Tavis wignSi, 

magram aSkarad sxvaTa gmirobasa Tu ostatobas uf-

ro gaxazavs, vidre sakuTars, Tavis sul mcire Sec-

domas ki fonad udebs. es `maRalTa Tavmdabloba~2 

xasiaTis saocar Strixad gasdevs axalgazrda pru-

siel aristokrats. igi sicocxleSive legendad iqca 

1916-1918 wlebis 19-Tvian periodSi mokavSireTa 84 

TviTmfrinavis ganadgurebisaTvis.3 misi Jolosferi 

TviTmfrinavi, `daundoblad efeqturi frenis mane-

riT~4 rom marTavda baroni fon rixthofeni, momen-

talurad gadaiqca aRfrTovanebis sagnad. 

sworupovarma mfrinavma waruSleli kvali da-

tova rogorc profesiul, ise adamianur RirsebaTa 
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gamo. mas usazRvrod uyvarda samSoblo, ojaxi, me-

gobrebi, nadiroba da sicocxle. iyo uSiSari, magram 

uazro Tavganwirvis winaaRmdegi. maqsimalisti, ro-

melsac sakuTari TavisTvis gamocdis mowyoba exa-

liseboda. ukiduresad praqtikuli da racionaluri 

adamiani imodena cxovrebiseul sibrZnes avlenda, 

realur asakTan SedarebiT orjer ufross hgavda. 

manfredi, romelsac saxeli biZis pativsacemad 

daarqves, 1892 wlis 2 maiss daibada tradiciulad, 

arasamxedro ojaxSi, romlis wevrebic, umetesad, me-

mamuleTa pastoraluri cxovrebis stils misdev-

dnen. rogorc mamis, aseve dedis mxares, ZiriTad ga-

sarTob saSualebad cxenosnoba da nadiroba hqon-

daT. sagvareulo karierul tradiciaSi siaxle man-

fredis mamam Semoitana, romelic rixthofenTagan 

pirveli gaxda profesionali samxedro. aqedan moyo-

lebuli, ojaxis araerTma wevrma iaraRiT xelSi 

samSoblos samsaxuri airCia ZiriTad saqmianobad. 

pirvel msoflio omSi manfredis eqvsi biZaSvili da-

iRupa kavaleriaSi msaxurobis dros. 

momavali piloti cxra wlamde kerZo ganaTle-

bas iRebda, Semdeg skolaSi iswavla erTi weli, xo-

lo 11 wlisa mamis surviliT kadetTa korpusSi Se-

vida. CemTvis azri aravis ukiTxavso, aRniSnavs Tavis 

mogonebebSi. manfreds erTi da ilze da ori Zma – 

loTari da bolko hyavda. pirveli msoflio omis 

msvlelobisas loTaric mfrinavi iyo, nabolara 

bolko kadetTa korpusSi swavlobda, xolo rixtho-

fenis gvaris qalebi, maT Soris ilze, daWrilebs 

uvlidnen. 

kadetTa saswavlebelSi gamwesebul manfreds 

mkacr disciplinasTan Segueba uWirda, arc wesebis 
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dacviT itkiebda Tavs. swavlas Tavs ar aklavda, mag-

ram imdens yovelTvis axerxebda, rom gamocdas up-

roblemod abarebda. praqtikuli minimalizmis prin-

cipis gamoyenebiT, pedagogTa guliswyroma aras-

dros gamouwvevia. Sesabamisad, problemas ar uqmni-

da arc sakuTar Tavs da arc ojaxs. sagnebidan uy-

varda sporti, gansakuTrebiT, tanvarjiSi, fexburTi 

da msgavsi aqtivobebi. am sferoSi ise gamoirCeoda, 

rom mravali jildo da xotbac daimsaxura meTau-

risgan. Tumca, Tavad manfredi mokrZalebulad aR-

wers sakuTar miRwevebs da gaxazavs Tavisi erTader-

Ti konkurentis, princi fridrix karlis5 mier sir-

bilsa da fexburTSi mopovebul pirvelobas. `saku-

Tari sxeuli ise ar srulvyavi varjiSiT, rogorc 

man~, aRniSna avtobiografiaSi princis Sesaxeb. 

1911 wlis gazafxulze manfredma gamosaSvebi 

gamocda Caabara da maSinve moqmed armias SeuerTda 

mis sayvarel sileziaSi,6 sadac nacnob-megobrebi 

blomad hyavda da swored maTi rCeviT gadadga es 

nabiji. 1912 wlis Semodgomaze oficris epoletebi 

moirgo da oci wlis axalgazrdas araferi uxaroda 

imaze metad, leintenants rom uwodebda vinme. am 

faqtis aRsaniSnavad mamam ulamazesi faSati, saxe-

lad santuca uyida. mis kolegas, fon vedels sam-

xedro bedauri, saxelad fandango hyavda. megobrebi 

erTad avarjiSebdnen TavianT cxenebs xtomasa da 

jiriTSi. erTxelac santucas fexi dausxlta. cxenma 

mxari daiziana, xolo manfredma laviwis Zvali moi-

texa. Tumca, jildoebsac xSirad moipovebda sabrZo-

lo bedaur blumesTan erTad. 

dro SeumCnevlad gadioda varjiSsa da garTo-

baSi, Sejibrsa da wvrTnaSi. rodesac momavali omis 
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Taobaze presaSi aqtiurad alaparakdnen, bevrs mainc 

Wori egona. sazRvridan aT kilometrSi ganlagebul 

kavalerias yvelaze naklebad sjeroda omis alba-

Toba. `oficerTa klubSi xamanwkebs geaxlebodiT, 

Sampanurs mivirTmevdiT, xandaxan azartuli TamaSe-

biT vklavdiT dros. Zalian vmxiarulobdiT. aravin 

fiqrobda omze~,7 ase ixsenebda manfredi pirveli 

msoflio omis wina periods. 

erT dResac qalaq elsis mmarTvels, graf kos-

poTs Sexvdnen, romelic sasazRvro zolSi specia-

lurad imis gasagebad Cavida, ramdenad realuri iyo 

omis safrTxe. misgan gaiges kavaleristebma, rom si-

leziaSi yovel xidze samxedro patruli daeyenebi-

naT, zogierTi poziciac uCveulod gaemagrebinaT. 

manfredma da misma megobrebma wamSi gaufantes moC-

venebasaviT gafiTrebul grafs omTan dakavSirebuli 

SiSebi, gadaarwmunes da drostareba ganagrZes. `meo-

re dRes brZolis velze gasvlis brZaneba miviReT~,7 

ironiulad ixsenebda axalgazrda rixthofeni. 1914 

wlis 28 ivlisi idga. 

 

 

2. frontis ZiebaSi 
 

kavaleristebs srulyofili Teoriuli codna 

gaaCndaT omTan dakavSirebiT. situaciis mixedviT 

moqcevis instruqciac kargad aeTvisebinaT. praqtiku-

lad ki, arcerT maTgans warmodgena ar hqonda, riTi 

daewyo, brZola Tu atydeboda. 

1914 wlis 2 agvisto iyo. SuaRamis dadgomas 

sul ramdenime wuTi aklda. manfreds jibeSi edo in-

struqcia, romelsac weliwadze metxans swavlobda 

da TiToeuli sityva kargad axsovda. sazRvridan aT 
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kilometrSi myofma, bolojer Seamowma razmi. sanam 

cxovrebis udidesi Tavgadasavlisken gaeSureboda, 

sakuTari cxenis sapalne improvizirebul magidad 

gamoiyena baraTis dasawerad: `Cemo Zvirfaso mSob-

lebo, siCqareSi gwerT Cems am bolo striqonebs. 

siyvaruliT mogikiTxavT. Tu erTmaneTis naxva ar 

gviweria, miiReT Cemi gulwrfeli madloba yvelaf-

risTvis, rac CemTvis gagikeTebiaT. vali ar mrCeba. 

piriqiT, ramdenime aseuli markis gadanaxva SevZeli 

da Tan mimaqvs. TiToeul Tqvengans gexveviT, Tqveni 

madlieri da morCili Svili da Zma, manfredi~.8 

Semdeg kavaleriis axalgazrda leintenanti 

rixthofeni jariskacebs win gauZRva da SuaRameze 

gadakveTa sazRvari, romelic mdinareze gadioda. 

misda gasaocrad, incidentis gareSe gadaiara xidze. 

imave dilas Tavgadasavlebis gareSe miadga daba 

kelceSi9 mdebare samreklos. mtris WaWaneba ar iyo 

saTofeze. germanelebma adgilobrivi mRvdeli mZev-

lad aiyvanes, rom mis Tanasoflelebs araferi dae-

SavebinaT. 

mexuTe Rames guSagma moirbina da meTaurs mo-

axsena, kazakebi gviaxlovdebiano. JinJlavda. uvar-

skvlavo RameSi erTi metris manZilze ar Canda, ra 

xdeboda. amindi safarad gamoiyena manfredma da im 

ukunSi SeumCnevlad miuaxlovda kelceSi Semosul 

mters. kazakebs fanrebiT gaenaTebinaT midamo, xmau-

robdnen da sifrTxiles sul ar iCendnen. ori-sami 

aTeuli kaci iqneboda. erT-erTi maTgani mRvdlis 

sanaxavad gaemarTa, is ki wina dRes Sin gaeSvaT ger-

manelebs. gviRalateso, TavSi gauelva manfreds da 

mimalva gadawyvita, rom SerkinebisTvis Tavi aeride-
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bina. ramdenimesaaTiani dasvenebis Semdeg, kazakebma 

daba datoves. 

meSvide dRes manfredi garnizonSi dabrunda. 

yvela ise uyurebda, rogorc moCvenebas. Turme, mTel 

sileziaSi gavrcelebuliyo detaluri cnoba misi 

da vedelis daRupvis Taobaze. ukve dedamisisTvisac 

moeswroT misamZimreba. gazeTSi nekrologis gamoq-

veynebaRa akldaTo, ixumra axalgazrda oficerma. 

mere iyo xangrZlivi mgzavroba matarebliT. 

bundovani warmodgena hqondaT, sad agzavnidnen, mag-

ram zustad icodnen saiT: dasavleTiT. gaiares si-

lezia, mere saqsonia. matareblis konduqtormac mar-

to is icoda, rom kursi dasavleTisken unda hqono-

da. daniSnulebis adgili ucnobi rCeboda. yovel 

sadgurze uamravi xalxi egebebodaT yvavilebiTa da 

SeZaxilebiT, radgan gaegoT maTi mterTan Sexvedris 

Sesaxeb. vedelma kazakuri xmali iSova da qaliSvi-

lebs aRafrTovanebda misi demonstrirebiT. ase gag-

rZelda bauzendorfamde,10 sadac matareblidan Camo-

vidnen. 

meore dRes uwyveti marSiT gaemarTnen Crdilo-

eTisken. iseTi saSineli xvati idga, cxenebs araqaTi 

lamis gamoecalaT. manfredma daadgina, rom zustad 

erTi kviriT adre misi Zmis kavalerias gaevlo imave 

mimarTulebiT. loTaris kvals meoredac gadaawyda, 

magram mxolod erTi wlis Semdeg Sexvda. 

luqsemburgSi misul germanul samxedro Za-

lebs aranairi instruqcia ar gaaCndaT, am samTavros 

mosaxleobas mtrulad unda moqceodnen Tu moyvru-

lad. manfreds adgilobrivi policieli jariskaci 

egona da daakava. luqsemburgeli daemuqra, germaniis 
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imperatorTan giCivleb, Tu dauyovnebliv ar gamaTa-

visuflebo. axalgazrda oficeri dafiqrda da is ka-

ci gauSva. 

juja-saxelmwifo male Camoitoves da belgiaSi 

amohyves Tavi. maTi divizia samxedro manevris stil-

Si gadaadgildeboda. maT win da ukan, marjvniv Tu 

marcxniv armiis sxvadasxva qvedanayofi marSirebda. 

samxedroebis qaoturi moZraoba `kolosaluri dom-

xalis~7 STabeWdilebas tovebda mnaxvelze. moulod-

nelad, es `eniTauwereli areuloba Cinebulad orga-

nizebul samxedro manevrSi~7 gadaizarda. 

im periodSi manfreds yvelaze metad TviTmfri-

navis danaxva axarebda. Tumca, misianisa da mowinaaR-

mdegis caSi garCevas ver axerxebda. jer kidev ar 

icoda, rom germanul TviTmfrinavebs jvari, mtrisas 

ki wre hqonda amosacnob niSnad. amis gamo, ganurCev-

lad esrodnen nebismier mfrinav obieqts. ase miiwev-

dnen win, sanam arlonamde11 miaRwevdnen. manfredma 

Sinagani RelviT gadakveTa sazRvari xelmeored. na-

SuadRevs Seityo, rom misi biZaSvili rixthofeni sa-

mi dRis winaT daRupuliyo swored am midamoebSi. 

ramdenime Tve frontis ZiriTadi xazidan moSo-

rebiT, dazvervasa da sangrebis Txris zedamxedve-

lobaSi gaatara. mere satelefono kavSiri daavales. 

am yvelafris gamo Tavs daCagrulad Tvlida, radgan 

brZolis wina xazze surda moxvedra. bolos imed-

gacruebas veRar gauZlo da mTavarsardals werili 

miswera gadayvanis TxovniT. `borotma enebma damab-

rales, rom generals vuTxari: omSi yvelisa da 

kvercxis Sesagroveblad ki ara, sul sxva mizniT wa-

movedi-meTqi. zemoT jer gabrazebas apirebdnen, mag-
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ram mere survili mainc Semisrules~,12 ase ixsenebda 

avtobiografiaSi mogvianebiT. amgvarad, 1915 wlis ma-

isis bolos manfredi samxedro aviacias SeuerTda, 

riTic sanukvari ocneba aisrula. 

 

 

3. Rrublebs miRma 
 

pirveli gafrenis wina RamiT baroni fon rix-

thofeni dasaZineblad Cveulebrivze adre dawva, rom 

meore dilas Svid saaTze mxned da energiulad ga-

mocxadebuliyo asafren bilikze. 

waruSleli kvali datova cidan danaxulma sam-

yarom, rac man detalurad aRwera Tavis wignSi. 

`adamianebi sasacilod patarebi mosCandnen. saxlebi 

saTamaSoebis yuTidan amoRebulebs hgavdnen. yvela-

feri iseTi lamazi meCveneboda! horizontze qalaqi 

kelni gawoliliyo. sakaTedro taZari cicqna suve-

nirs waagavda. miwidan ase maRla yofna SesaniSnav 

grZnobas badebda. didebuli SegrZneba iyo zecis ba-

tonpatronoba... saSinlad mewyina, roca Cemma pilot-

ma Zirs daSveba gadawyvita... ise viyavi enTuziazmiT 

savse, mTeli dRe davrCebodi TviTmfrinavSi. saaTebs 

viTvlidi Semdeg gafrenamde~.13 

rixthofens erTi suli hqonda, frontze mox-

vedriliyo. pilotad gaxdomas sami Tve sWirdeboda. 

amden dros ki ver dakargavda. Relavda, amasobaSi 

vaiTu samSvidobo xelSekruleba dadon da msoflio 

omi uCemod daamTavrono. amitom navigatoroba gada-

wyvita. gabednierda, rodesac orkviriani frenebis 

Semdeg, ruseTis frontze gagzavnes. 

saxelganTqmul 69-e eskadrilias SeuerTda. Ta-

visi pirveli pilotis, ufrosi leintenanti zoime-
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ris14 gverdiT, omis qarcecxls manfredi cxovrebis 

ulamazes xanad aRiqvamda. yovel dila-saRamos daz-

vervaze gafrena da Rirebuli informaciis motana 

uwevda. 

1915 wlis zafxuli axalgazrda rixthofenma 

general makenzenis15 samxedro aviaciis danayofSi 

gaatara, romelic gorlicedan16 brest-litovskis-

ken17 warmatebiT dagvirgvinebul garRvevaSi monawi-

leobda. Semdeg maT rigebs grafi holki SeuerTda. 

es swored im tipis uniWieresi, TxemiT terfamde pi-

loti iyo, visTan erTadac manfreds surda frena. 

maT mravali sadazvervo gafrena ganaxorcieles 

mtris zurgSi. holki warmoudgenlad Rrmad iWrebo-

da rusebis poziciebze, riTic aRafrTovanebda mewy-

viles. 

ukanaskneli dazvervisas, rodesac rusuli ja-

ris danayofebiT savse, cecxlmokidebul teritoria-

ze mifrinavdnen, maT TviTmfrinavs Zravi gaeTiSa. 

inerciiT ilivlives da tyis maxloblad daeSvnen 

miwaze. Zlivs moaswres xeebs mofarebodnen, rom dai-

naxes rogor miirbina viRac jariskacma maT TviT-

mfrinavTan. Tavidan rusi egonaT, gansxvavebuli qu-

dis gamo, magram mere icnes prusiuli uniforma da 

safaridan gamovidnen. maTda bedad, warmatebiT gan-

xorcielebuli Setevis Sedegad, frontis xazi axla 

gacilebiT Sors gadioda rusebis teritoriaze. 

1915 wlis 21 agvistos manfredi moulodnelad 

gadaiyvanes did sabrZolo TviTmfrinavze belgiur 

zRvispira qalaq ostendeSi,18 sadac kvlav Sexvda da 

daumowafda germanel samxedro pilots georg zoi-

mers. omis qarcecxli naklebad aRwevda frontis am 

nawilSi, magram manfredma frenis Rirebuli gamoc-
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dileba miiRo da sabrZolo pilotis xeloba aiTvi-

sa. 

erT dResac zoimerma megobars uTxra, axla Se-

niT gafrindio. erTi piri ki gaifiqra manfredma, me-

Siniao, `magram es is sityvaa, romelic arasodes un-

da gamoiyenos kacma, romelic samSoblos icavs~.19 

amitom, usityvod Caxta kabinaSi da verc ki gaiazra 

bolomde, rogor aRmoCnda haerSi. Rrublebis kampa-

niaSi aRtacebam moicva. igrZno, rom veraferi SeaSi-

nebda. bunebrivia, pirveli damoukidebeli mcdeloba 

marcxiT damTavrda, radgan ramdenime Secdoma dauS-

va da dasmisas aeroplani amouyiravda. ori dRis 

Semdeg meored scada. amjerad gacilebiT kargad da-

imorCila manqana. 25 gafrena Seasrula or kviraSi 

da gamocdaze gavida. yvelaferi zustad, instruqci-

is Sesabamisad gaakeTa: ramdenjerme moxaza rviani 

da miwaze mSvidobianad daeSva, magram misda gasaoc-

rad, uTxres, rom CaiWra. 

frenis gamocdis gadasabareblad, 1915 wlis 15 

noembers berlinSi wavida. swored iq yofnisas daas-

kvna, rom didi TviTmfrinavi brZolaSi ar gamoadge-

boda. amitom, miznad daisaxa ufro moqnili, mcire 

zomis fokeris20 piloti gamxdariyo da dasavleTis 

frontze saomrad wasuliyo. 

sabolood, mesame cdaze, 1915 wlis Soba dRes 

manfred fon rixthofenma warmatebiT Caabara frenis 

gamocda. amasTan dakavSirebiT, SverinSi21 gafrinda, 

rom Tvali Seevlo fokerebis qarxnisTvis. ukana 

gzaze mraval adgilas dafrinda, megobrebi da naTe-

savebi moinaxula. navigatoris gamocdilebis wyalo-

biT, gzis gagneba ar gasWirvebia. bolos, berlinSi 

dabrunda. 
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1916 wlis martSi manfredi me-2 sabrZolo es-

kadrilias SeuerTda da sahaero brZolis praqtika 

gaiara. gamanadgureblis marTva ki iswavla, magram 

sahaero warmatebis Sansi ara da ar eZleoda. roca 

26 aprils frangul niupors22 gadaeyara, mterma man-

freds Tavi aarida. misi gaqceviT daintrigebuli 

germaneli daedevna da axlo manZilidan damiznebiT 

mokle jeriT gauxsna cecxli. niupori yalyze Sedga 

da dabzrialda. manfredma da misma navigatorma 

ifiqres, rom frangi mfrinavi triuks akeTebda, mag-

ram mere misma aeroplanma simaRle dakarga da var-

dna daiwyo. Zravis grialSi Sturmanma yviriliT mi-

uloca manfreds es gamarjveba. daugegmavad Camogde-

buli mowinaaRmdegis pirveli safreni manqanis wya-

lobiT, pilotis rangSi sabrZolo naTloba miiRo. 

Tumca patakSi rixthofenis saxeli ar axsenes, swo-

red im dRes daiwyo wiTeli baronis araCveulebrivi 

legendisken mimavali misi kariera. 

 

 

4. miTi da realoba wiTel baronze 
 

cxeli agvistos erT saRamos manfred fon rix-

thofeni TurqeTidan axladdabrunebul, saxelgan-

Tqmul germanel pilots, osvald belkes23 Sexvda, 

romelic Tavisi me-2 sabrZolo eskadriliisTvis pi-

lotebs arCevda. manfreds arc ki ufiqria sakuTari 

Tavis SeTavazeba cocxali legendisTvis, Tumca ase-

Ti perspeqtiva Zalian xiblavda. meore diliT sakma-

od adre rixthofenis karze kakuni gaisma. pur-le-me-

ris ordenosani belke iyo. rodesac mis danayofSi 

gadasvla SesTavaza, gaxarebuli manfredi kinaRam 
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kiserze Camoekida. rogorc iqna, didi xnis sanukvari 

ocneba auxdeboda. 

sam dReSi matarebliT gaemgzavra germaniis 

ukiduresi aRmosavleTidan dasavleTis frontze da 

xangrZlivi, nayofieri swavlis periodi daiwyo bel-

kes piradi magaliTiT. axalbeda germaneli pilote-

bis gundi TvalebSi uyurebda da saTayvano meTau-

ris yovel sityvas isrutavda. `bolo ramdenime dRe 

iyo, rac erT-or inglisels, rogorc Tavad ambobda, 

`sauzmeze moinadirebda~ xolme~,24 ixsenebs avtobi-

ografiaSi manfredi maswavleblis imdroindel gan-

wyobas. belkes meTvalyureobiT, igi sul male Camo-

yalibda gamanadgureblis gamocdil pilotad. 

1916 wlis 17 seqtembers manfredma daZabuli sa-

haero orTabrZola mougo masze aSkarad gamocdil 

inglisel mfrinavs da dazianebuli TviTmfrinavis 

germanelebis teritoriaze dasma aiZula. aRelve-

bulma TviTonac gadawyvita miwaze daSveba, magram 

siCqareSi kinaRam dailewa. safreni manqanebi erTma-

neTTan ise axlos idga, wamSi mtris aeroplanTan 

gaCnda. mZimed daWrili navigatori adgilze garda-

icvala. piloti mogvianebiT daiRupa. misi xsovnis 

pativsacemad, manfredma saflavis qva gaukeTa. rix-

thofenis oficialurad registrirebul am pirvel 

sahaero gamarjvebas maleve miayola kidev oTxi 

TviTmfrinavis Camogdeba da asis25 tituli moipova. 

1917 wlis dasawyisisTvis kavaleriis axalgaz-

rda kapitans ukve mtris 16 TviTmfrinavi hyavda ga-

nadgurebuli. igi germaniis yvelaze warmatebul pi-

lotad aRiares da 1917 wlis 16 ianvars me-11 sabrZo-

lo eskadriliis meTaurad daniSnes. avtobiografia-

Si manfredma aRiara, rom sixarulis nacvlad, gaRi-
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zianda am ambis gamo. jer erTi, belkes danayofis 

TanSezrdil wevrebs unda gamomSvidobeboda da 

axal pilotebTan sul Tavidan aewyo urTierToba. 

meorec, mas gacilebiT erCia `lurji maqsis~26 orde-

ni mieniWebinaT, romelic maqs imelmans27 da osvald 

belkes maSin misces, roca maT mtris rva-rva TviT-

mfrinavi Camoagdes. manfredis angariSze ukve orjer 

meti sahaero warmateba iricxeboda, magram sanukvari 

da orgzisdamsaxurebuli ordeni arsad Canda. 

ori dRis Semdeg genStabidan telegrama movi-

da, sadac ewera, rom misma udidebulesobam germani-

is umaRlesi samxedro jildo `lurji maqsi~ gadas-

ca baron fon rixthofens brZolaSi gamoCenili si-

zustisaTvis.28 24 wlis manfredis sixaruls sazRva-

ri ar hqonda. amis Semdeg bolomde gaugo gemo pi-

lotebis sakuTari gundis meTaurobas da srulad 

ganicada siamaye rixthofenis eskadriliis arsebo-

bis gamo. 

swored am periodSi gadaReba Tavisi sabrZolo 

TviTmfrinavi albatros D-III29 wiTlad. manfreds 

surda, TvalSisacemi Seferilobis daxmarebiT mter-

moyvares Soridanve iolad amoecno misi aeroplani. 

gamorCeulma ferma warmoSva araerTi metsaxeli: `wi-

Teli baroni~, `wiTeli raindi~, `wiTeli sabrZolo 

mfrinavi~, `wiTeli gamanadgurebeli~, `wiTeli demo-

ni~ da `peti-ruJi~.30 am ukanasknelTan dakavSirebiT 

manfredi saxaliso epizods ixsenebs avtobiografia-

Si. 

erT dRes frontis sruliad sxva monakveTze 

brZolis dros, vikersis31 oradgilian TviTmfrinavs 

gaartya, romelic germanuli artileriis adgilmde-
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bareobis fotografirebiT iyo dakavebuli. dazver-

viT saqmianobaSi garTul mters TavdacvisTvis dro 

aRar darCa. saswrafod miwaze unda daSvebuliyo, 

sanam cecxlis alSi gaexveoda. manfreds mowinaaR-

mdege Seecoda, radgan ifiqra, rom piloti daWrili 

unda yofiliyo, raxan erTxelac ar gausvria sapasu-

xod. amitom, Camogdebis nacvlad, gadawyvita iZule-

biT dafrena eclia misTvis. rodesac daaxloebiT 

500 metris simaRleze daeSva, `wiTeli baronis~ Zra-

vas problema gauCnda da moxvevis gareSe mouwia mi-

waze daSveba. `Sedegi Zalian sasacilo gamovida. Ce-

mi mowinaaRmdege Tavisi damwvari manqaniT daubrko-

leblad dajda, me ki, masze gamarjvebuli, mis gver-

diT Cvenive sangrebis mavTulxlarTebSi daveSvi da 

TviTmfrinavi amomitrialda~.28 radgan misTvis ar 

usvria, mteri gaocebuli darCa mowinaaRmdegis erTi 

SexedviT umizezo mouxerxeblobiT. `es pirveli ori 

ingliseli iyo, vinc cocxlad Camoviyvane Zirs. ami-

tom maTTan saubarma gansakuTrebuli siamovneba mo-

maniWa. vkiTxe, adrec xom ar enaxaT Cemi manqana haer-

Si. erT-erTma mipasuxa: rogor ara. kargad vici Tqve-

ni TviTmfrinavi. Cven mas peti-ruJs veZaxiTo~.28 

me-11 samxedro eskadriliis sxva wevrebmac Se-

Rebes TavianTi TviTmfrinavis korpusis detalebi 

wiTlad. amiT surdaT, maTi lideri naklebad gamor-

Ceuli yofiliyo sahaero brZolis dros da misi da-

martoxelebis SesaZlebloba ar gasCenoda mters. ase 

gaxda rixthofenis danayofis saidentifikacio ni-

Sani Jolosferi. maT magaliTs germaniis saimpera-

toro armiis samxedro-sahaero Zalebis danarCenma 

danayofebmac mibaZes da individualuri ferebi Se-
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arCies. es calsaxad arRvevda dazvervasTan dakavSi-

rebul usafrTxoebis normebs, magram germaniis 

umaRlesma sardlobam TviTmfrinavebis ferebiT gan-

sxvavebis neba mainc darTo pilotebs. germanulma 

propagandam saTavisod gamoiyena momxdari da baro-

ni fon rixthofeni `wiTel gamanadgureblad~32 mo-

naTla. 

4.1. arcTu mTlad mtruli mteri 
 

manfredis samxedro-sahaero danayofi belkes 

eskadrilias emetoqeboda, magram Camogdebuli mtris 

raodenobiT yofili Segirdi jerjerobiT agebda. 

Sedegi imaze iyo damokidebuli, romeli mowinaaR-

mdege Sexvdeboda: `frangi eSmakunebi Tu is gabedu-

li onavrebi, ingliselebi. am orSi, ingliselebi 

mirCevnia. xSirad maTi gabeduleba sisulelis do-

nemde adis. TviTon miaCniaT vaJkacobad da gabedu-

lebad... Cemi azriT, Tavdasxmis suli wyvets yvela-

fers da es germanelebs yvelaze Zlierad gvaxasia-

Tebs. amitomac yovelTvis SevZlebT haerSi upirate-

sobis SenarCunebas... franguli Tavdasxmis suli 

boTlis limonaTs Camohgavs. Seupovroba aklia. rac 

SeexebaT ingliselebs, maT germanuli sisxli emCne-

vaT; magram frenas mxolod da mxolod sportad 

Tvlian. siamovnebT maryuJis gakeTeba, zurgze frena 

da sxva triukebis keTeba sangrebSi Casafrebuli 

Cveni jariskacebis gasaxarad. aseT xrikebs STabeW-

dilebis moxdena SeuZlia sportuli Sejibris dros 

da ara – frontze~.28 

1917 wlis martis Sua ricxvebSi manfredma, mi-

sive TqmiT, sikvdils Caxeda TvalebSi. germanelebs 

xuTi TviTmfrinavisgan Semdgari gundi hyavdaT im 
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dRes, ingliselebi samjer metni iyvnen. orive mxare 

SetevisTvis iyo ganwyobili: germanelebi sulieri, 

xolo ingliselebi fizikuri upiratesobis gamo. 

jentlmenebma situacia Seafases Tu ara, maSinve 

Tavs daesxnen germanelebs. 

manfredi erT-erTs daedevna. oponents nervebma 

umtyuna, naadrevad gaxsna cecxli. `midi, mesrole. 

mainc ver momaxvedreb~, CaeRima barons. uecrad saSi-

neli baTqis xma Semoesma da sawvavis suni igrZno. 

ingliselmac SeniSna, rom moaxvedra samiznes da ga-

aTkecebuli enTuziazmiT ganagrZo Tavdasxma. rix-

thofens srolis Tavi aRar hqonda. saswrafod Zrava 

gamorTo, sanam misi TviTmfrinavi mowyvetiT eSvebo-

da Zirs. afeTqebis albaToba didi iyo. grZnobda, 

rogor esxmeboda fexebze 150-saaTiani frenisTvis 

gansazRvruli sawvavis maragi. erTi wveTic rom mox-

vedroda gavarvarebul Zravas, mTeli manqana cec-

xlSi myisierad gaexveoda. TeTri kvamlis viwro ku-

di – momavali afeTqebis pirveli niSani, ukan rCebo-

da `wiTel barons~. 3 aTasi metris simaRlidan var-

dna sakmaod xangrZlivi gamodga. amasobaSi, uyureb-

da rogori gaafTrebiT ebrZodnen misi amxanagebi 

mters. roca 300 metris simaRleze aRmoCnda, osta-

turad dasva `peti-ruJi~ momcro mdeloze. radgan 

ZravaCamqral, dacxrilul da kontroldakargul 

TviTmfrinavSi gamobugvas gadaurCa, manfredi Tavs 

`Camogdebulad~ ar Tvlida. 

 

4.2. rixthofenis mfrinavi cirki 
 

1917 wlis april-maisSi mimdinare arasis brZo-

laSi gansakuTrebiT gamoiCina Tavi rixthofenis wi-
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Telma eskadriliam. mxolod aprilis TveSi Tavad 

manfredma 22 britanuli mfrinavi xomaldi gaanadgu-

ra, aqedan oTxi, erT dReSi. saerTo jamSi, wiTeli 

baronis angariSze ukve 52 sahaero gamarjveba iri-

cxeboda. 

24 ivniss me-4, me-6, me-10 da me-11 sabrZolo es-

kadriliaTa gaerTianebiT manfred fon rixthofenma 

Seqmna 1-li eskadra, romlis meTauric Tavad gaxda. 

sruli kart-blanSis mqone baronma saTiTaod Sear-

Cia mfrinavebi Tavisi polkisTvis. Sedegad elitaru-

li SenaerTi miiRo, Tumca, danarCeni qvedanayofebis 

efeqturoba sagrZnoblad Seamcira. 1-li eskadris 

gamorCeulobac periodulad sustdeboda, radgan es-

kadriliaTa gaormagebuli raodenobis (40-dan 80-mde) 

gamo, rixthofenis polkis wevr meTaurebs sakuTari 

eskadriliebis saxelmZRvanelod uwevdaT xolme 

gafrena. 

meti mobilobisaTvis, 1-li eskadra xSirad ga-

daadgildeboda rkinigzis saSualebiT, rogorc cir-

ki-Sapito. pilotebs sakuTari TviTmfrinavebis ax-

los, improvizirebul aerodromebze saxeldaxelod 

gaSlil karvebSi eZinaT, rom brZanebis miRebisTana-

ve minimalurad mcire droSi mierbinaT SturvalTan. 

Tanac maTi samxedro SenaerTis TviTmfrinavebi 

TvalSisacemad iyo moxatuli wiTeli saRebaviT. am 

mizezTa gamo, germaniis 1-l eskadras `mfrinav 

cirks~ anda `rixthofenis cirks~ uwodebdnen iumo-

riT. 

rogorc polkis meTauri, manfredi ukve vice-

polkovnikis movaleobebs asrulebda, magram misi 

samxedro wodeba Zveleburad kapitani iyo. germanul 

armiaSi wodebrivi winsvla mkacrad gansazRvruli 
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wesiT mimdinareobda da ara – brZolis velze gamo-

Cenili damsaxurebis Sesabamisad. amas garda, tradi-

ciis Tanaxmad, Svils ar aniWebdnen mamamisze maRal 

Cins. ufrosi rixthofeni ki rezervis maiori33 iyo. 

 

4.3. wigni cenzuris dakveTiT 
 

1917 wlis 6 ivliss britaneTis samefo aviaciis 

me-20 eskadriliasTan brZolis dros manfredi mZi-

med daiWra TavSi, ramac xanmokle dezorientacia da 

nawilobrivi sibrmave gamoiwvia. sabednierod, pi-

lots cnobiereba droulad daubrunda. man TviT-

mfrinavis Tavisufali vardnidan gamoyvana da megob-

rul teritoriaze dasma SeZlo. Tavis qaladan 

Zvlis namsxvrevebis amosaRebad kapitans ramdenime 

operacia dasWirda. Wriloba mouSuSda, magram inci-

dents ukvalod ar Cauvlia: frenis Semdgom xSiri 

gulisreva da Tavis tkivili dasCemda. eqimis reko-

mendaciis sawinaaRmdegod, manfredi 25 ivliss droe-

biT dabrunda frontze. Tumca, reabilitaciis miz-

niT, maleve aiRo Svebuleba 5 seqtembridan 23 oq-

tombramde. am periodSi avtobiografiuli Txzuleba 

`wiTeli gamanadgurebeli~ daasrula. ukve 1918 wels 

gamoica germanuli memuarebis inglisuri Targmani, 

romelic j. elis barkerma Seasrula. 

es wigni manfredma luftStraitkreftes presi-

sa da dazvervis (anu propagandis) ganyofilebis da-

valebiT dawera. Semdeg dedans seriozuli cenzura 

da redaqtireba gaukeTes. zogierT Tanamedroves mi-

aCnia, rom manfredi ukmayofilo darCa teqstiT.34 am 

mosazrebis dasturad, isini imowmeben avtoris sity-

vebs: `wigni silaRiT savse gamovida... igi ki aseTi 
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aRar iyo~.34 aseve, mohyavT dedamisis mosazrebebi 

Svilze dawerili mogonebebis wignidan. 

erTaderTi mizezi, ris gamoc avtors SeeZlo 

guliswyroma gamoexata, cenzuris mier misi nafiqri-

sa da namoqmedaris `Selamazeba~ iqneboda. qedmaR-

lobis natamali ar gaaCnda da sakuTar Tavs aseTad 

ratom CaTvlida. megobrebis, kolegebisa Tu mtrebis 

mogonebebi ukiduresad Rirseul pirovnebas warmoa-

Cens. Tanamedroveni calsaxad aRniSnavdnen manfre-

disadmi arsebul sayovelTao, Rrma pativiscemas. 

Rirseuli mtrobis nimuSebiT savsea baronis samxed-

ro kariera. 

1925 wlis dekemberSi britanelma samxedro 

mfrinavma, Tomas martinma Jurnal `taimis~ korespon-

dentTan saubarSi gaixsena legendaruli germaneli 

mfrinavi da erTi mokle epizodiT aCvena rixthofe-

nis pirovnuli Tvisebebis mTeli palitra. ambavi ga-

xazavs, Tu ra didbunebovani da humanuri xasiaTis 

mqone axalgazrda kacTan hqondaT saqme misi samSob-

los mtrebs. `fon rixthofens britaneli aviatorebi 

Zalian afasebdnen, radgan patiosnad ibrZoda da 

arafris eSinoda... misi Cinebuli sportuli sulis 

nimuSad, maiorma patrikma miambo, rom erTxel mas-

Tan orTabrZolis dros vaznebi gamoelia. rixtho-

fens gacilebiT swrafi TviTmfrinavi hyavda da ami-

tom patrikis bedi mTlianad mis xelSi iyo; magram 

roca igi mixvda, patriks srola aRar SeeZlo, mas-

Tan axlos mifrinda, xeli dauqnia da germanelTa 

poziciebisken gabrunda~.35 
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4.4. realobaze Cafiqreba 
 

yovelives gaTvaliswinebiT, meti yuradRebaa sa-

Wiro rixthofenis wignis interpretaciisas, rom 

TargmanSi ar daikargo. avtorisTvis gansakuTrebiT 

gulsatkenia, Tu mis sworad naTqvams ukuRma igebs 

mkiTxveli. es TvalSisacemia avtobiografiis ingli-

suri34 da rusuli24 Targmanebis Sedarebisas germa-

nul dedanTan.36 

gansakuTrebuli yuradReba sWirdeba eseis `san-

gris anareklebi~37 aRqmas. miniaturuli prozis es 

nimuSi urTierTgamomricxavi militaristul-pacifis-

turi TvalTaxedvebis filosofiuri gansjaa, Tanac 

genialuri. manfredis Sedevris gageba Znelia, roca 

brZolebis qarcecxli ar gamogivlia da `aelvebu-

li~38 samSoblos tkivili ar gigrZvnia. mkiTxvelma 

jer is unda gaiazros, rodis da ragvar realobaSi 

wers aRniSnul striqonebs avtori – xangrZlivi 

omis dasasruls, rodesac qveynis bedi gadawurulia 

da mis ganwirulobas yovelwamierad uyurebs samxed-

ros Seuferadebeli, realisturi TvaliT. am fonze 

gansjis da gadaafasebs sakuTar ymawvilur aRtace-

bas, pirveli msoflio omis dasawyisSi rom energiiT 

avsebda, qmedebisken ubiZgebda: `es mSvenieri xana 

iyo. mas mere, rac kavaleristebs mterTan ukve 

gvqonda Sexeba da oms Tvali SevavleT, sxva jaris-

kacebs Cveni SurdaT. CemTvis es omis saukeTeso mo-

nakveTs warmoadgenda. mTeli guliT visurvebdi 

omis dasawyisis xelmeored gavlas~.7 marTalia, am 

striqonebisa da `sangris anareklebis~ daweras So-

ris sami weliwadic ar gasula, magram omis dros 

erTi dRe xom saukunes udris. esec gasaTvaliswine-

belia manfredis gulisTqmis amosacnobad. 
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mxiaruli, udardeli da optimizmiT aRsavse 

ymawvili SeumCnevlad Caanacvla gonebrivad dabere-

bul-dabrZenebulma axalgazrda kacma. sworad gamo-

icno dedamisma: `is seriozuli iyo, Zalian seriozu-

li da mdumare. manfredi Zalian Secvlili meCvena, 

raRacnairad. Tumca garegnulad gacilebiT jan-

mrTelad da norCad gamoiyureboda, vidre Semodgo-

maze SvebulebiT Sin yofnisas. axla mis xasiaTs 

aRarc simxneve, aRarc sixalise da aRarc silaRe ar 

etyoboda. gayuCebuli, distanciuri, TiTqmis, ukare-

ba gamxdariyo~.39 baronesas am cvlilebis mizezi 

ainteresebda. erTi fiqri sdevda Tan da monotonuri 

qronikulobiT awvalebda, magram uwindeburad aRar 

CaeZia Svils. 

mSoblis gonebam Tu bolomde da srulyofi-

lad ver Seicno, dedis guli utyuarad miuxvda sa-

fiqralis simZimes: `mgoni, man zedmetad bevrjer ixi-

la sikvdili~.39 baronesa jgufur fotos Cahyurebda. 

yvelas ambavi ikiTxa, pasuxad ki `sikvdilis~ sinoni-

mebis kaskadi miiRo: `gmirulad daeca~, `gaRma gavi-

da~, `daiRupa~, `gardaicvala~, `suli dalia~, `Camo-

varda~, `dagvtova~, `wavida~... 

bolo sami wlis ganmavlobaSi manfreds saTi-

Taod Semoecala eskadriliis TanSezrdili Tanameb-

rZolebi. TiTqos, bediswera gankargavda: 25 wels ar 

unda gadaebijebina arcerTs. Tumca, iyo gamonakli-

sic – ufrosma leitenantma georg zoimerma 27 wlam-

de icocxla. 

wiTeli baroniRa SemorCa zecas.13 aRarc misi 

maswavleblebi, aRarc saTayvano kolegebi ar dau-

tova gangebam. omis kvamlma STanTqa suyvela da ken-

tad darCenils Tvali auwva. mefe kirosis ukvdavTa 
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aseuliviT, erT daRupuls myisve meore anacvlebda 

eskadriliaSi, saTvalavSi rom ar dakleboda. 

ucxosTvis statistika, misTvis Zvirfas adamianebs 

warmoadgenda. rixthofeni Tbili da mosiyvareule 

gulis patroni iyo. sxvis sicocxles ufrTxildebo-

da. Tundac momxduri mtris Secodeba da dandoba 

SeeZlo. 

Zvel kavalerists sakuTari cxenebic ki zedmi-

wevniT detalurad axsovda: 

• mamis naCuqari, Camkvrivebuli faSati santuca 
metranaxevarze xalisiT xteboda da ufro 

did simaRleebsac Seswvdeboda, fexi rom ar 

gadabruneboda... 

• Wenebis moyvaruli feliqsi windauxedavma 

patronma gadaaxtuna mdinareSi da mere ori-

vem sxvadasxva napirze amoyo Tavi... 

• wminda sisxlis blume uSecdomod asruleb-
da yovel ileTs da mravali warmateba mou-

tana mxedars... 

• tanmcire bifi jiriTisTvis gaeCina doRis 
RmerTs da Tavis namdvil asakze orjer 

axalgazrdad iolad gaasaRa gadamyidvelma. 

namdvili liTonis ZmadnaficebiviT hyavda Ti-

Toeuli TviTmfrinavi. maT dazianebas Zalian ganic-

dida xolme. Tavis wiTladmoxatul ukanasknel `fo-

kerze~ bolomde izruna da miwaze uxifaTod dasva, 

magram avstralielma jariskacebma daSales da suve-

nirebad daitaces... 

legenda `wiTel baronze~ saxaliso sakiTxavia, 

realur kapitan fon rixthofenamde ki garTobis bi-

likebi ver migviyvans. 
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...erTxel lampa gaakeTa mis mier Camogdebuli 

TviTmfrinavis Zravisgan da sangris Werze dakida. 

cilindrebSi Camagrebuli patara naTurebidan gamo-

mavali sinaTlis sxivebi groteskulad irekleboda 

miwuris kedlebze. msgavsi mizniT edo zemo da qvemo 

egviptis faraons adamianis Tavis qala samefo lxi-

nis sufraze... 

uZilo RameebSi manfredze zebunebrivad moqme-

debda uCveulo sanaTis liclici. misi yurebisas gu-

gebi ufarTovdeboda da dabinduli mzera azriT ec-

vleboda. `roca ase vwevar, safiqrali blomad mig-

rovdeba. yovel azrs ki viwer, magram warmodgena ar 

maqvs, Cemi uaxloesi naTesavebis garda, sxvac Tu wa-

ikiTxavs amas odesme. `wiTeli gamanadgureblis~40 

gagrZelebaze vfiqrob da namdvilad maqvs saamiso 

mizezi. brZola, romelic axla frontis mTel xaz-

zea gaCaRebuli, ukiduresad seriozuli gaxda; aRa-

raferi darCa im `norCi, mxiaruli omidan~, rogorc 

Cvens moqmedebebs uwodebdnen dasawyisSi. axla yve-

laze sasowarkveTil situacias unda gavumklavdeT, 

rom mteri Cvens miwa-wyalze ar SemoiWras. amitomac 

ar msiamovnebs, rom sazogadoebas sul sxva rixtho-

feni warudgines da ara namdvili. roca ki Cems 

wigns vkiTxulob, mis zedmetad TviTdajerebul 

tonze meRimeba. ukve aRar maqvs msgavsi silaRe. gana 

meSinia, Tumca sikvdili SesaZloa fexdafex damdevs 

da amaze xSiradac mifiqria. ufrosobam mirCia, Sev-

wyvito frena, rom mavne gavlena ar iqonios Cemze; 

magram sakuTari Tavi SemzizRdeba Tu axla, roca 

cnobili gavxdi da uxvadac damajildoves, damsaxu-

rebuli pensioneriviT cxovrebas davTanxmdebi da 

Cems Zvirfas sicocxles  eris sakeTildReod Semo-
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vinaxav maSin, roca sangarSi myofi TiToeuli ymaw-

vili sakuTar movaleobas Cemze aranakleb Rirseu-

lad asrulebs da sicocxles riskavs. yoveli sahae-

ro brZolis Semdeg saSinlad var. es, albaT, Cemi 

TavSi daWris Tanmdevi gverdiTi movlenaa. rodesac 

kvlav miwaze vdgam fexs, sakuTar barakSi ganvmar-

tovdebi xolme da arc vinmes danaxva, arc raimes 

gagoneba ar msurs. omze realisturad vfiqrob da 

ara `vaSaTi da yiJiniT~, rogorc Sin darCenil ada-

mianebs warmoudgeniaT; omi xom gacilebiT seriozu-

li da sastikia~.37 

pirveli msoflios qarcecxliT gamowveul 

`sangris anareklebSi~, vaiTu, axali franc kafka da-

karga mdidari literaturiT ganebivrebulma germa-

niam. manfredi ambobda, omis damTavrebis Semdeg sam-

werlo karieras seriozulad unda movkido xelio. 

mis naazrevs saukunis Semdegac interesiT kiTxulo-

ben da guli wydebaT, CvenTvis metis Tqma rom ar 

dascalda. kidev imazec, eWvi rom epareboda misi 

striqonebisadmi farTo mkiTxvelis mxridan intere-

sis arsebobaSi. wiTeli baronis pirovnebisadmi yu-

radRebas araTu mis samSobloSi, yofili antantis 

qveynebsa da kidev ufro Soreul sazogadoebebSi 

iCenen mesame aTaswleulis damdegs. 

 

 

5. legendis maradiuloba 
 

1918 wlis 21 aprils, kvira dilis41 11-is naxe-

varze kapitani rixthofeni mdinare somis xeobaSi 

mifrinavda da britaneTis samefo sahaero Zalebis 

209-e eskadriliis damwyeb pilots, leitenant uil-
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frid meis misdevda srola-sroliT. es SeamCnia meis 

skolis megobarma da imJamad meTaurma, kanadelma ka-

pitanma artur roi braunma. misi xanmokle Seteva 

manfredma moigeria da pirvandel samiznes daubrun-

da. 

12 axaldawyebuli iqneboda, rodesac inglisu-

ri SaSxanidan gasrolili unitaruli vaznis – .303 

britanulis sabediswero erTi tyvia moxvda. mZimed 

daWrilma pilotma Tavisi wiTeli `fokeris~ naCqare-

vad, Tumca sruli kontroliT dasma SeZlo avstra-

liis samxedro Zalebis mier kontrolirebad teri-

toriaze. rodesac mtris jariskacebma masTan miirbi-

nes, mowmeTa CvenebiT, rixthofenma ramdenime wuTi 

kidev icocxla. mis mier warmoTqmuli bolo ramde-

nime sityvidan mxolod erTi – kaputt42 gaarCies, ro-
gorc serJanti ted smauti ixsenebda mogvianebiT. 

pirveli msoflio omi 1918 wlis 11 noembers, im tra-

gikuli dRidan, daaxloebiT, naxevar weliwadSi dam-

Tavrda. 

legendaruli pilotis gardacvalebasTan da-

kavSirebiT erTi mniSvnelovani detali ver zustde-

ba. miuxedavad imisa, rom Tavis droze kapitan bra-

uns ergo saxelganTqmuli germaneli mtris Camogde-

bis pativi, bolomde gaurkveveli darCa, sabediswero 

tyvia manfreds haeridan moxvda Tu xmeleTidan. bra-

uni mas esroda uknidan, zemodan da marcxnidan, rix-

thofens ki tyvia marjvnidan moxvda.43 amas garda, 

braunis bolo gasrolidan kidev ori wuTi ifrina 

baronma, rasac ver SeZlebda, ukve rom yofiliyo 

ise seriozulad daWrili. mkvlevrebis varaudiT, av-

straliuri saxmeleTo Zalebis mier gaxsnil saar-

tilerio cecxlSi daiWra rixthofeni, romelsac da-
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bal simaRleze mihyavda wiTeli triplani.44 yvelaze 

realisturi unda iyos serJant sedrik popkinis45 mi-

er marjvnidan gaxsnili cecxlis versia, radgan gas-

rolis manZilica da kuTxec adasturebs aseTi vara-

udis siswores. 

wiTeli baronis dasaflavebas organizeba gau-

wia maiorma bleikma. avstraliis me-3 eskadriliis 

jariskacebis monawileobiT moewyo dakrZalvis ce-

remonia qristianuli wesis agebiT da sruli samxed-

ro pativiT, rac tradiciuli salutiT dasrulda.46 

mokavSireTa axlomaxlo mdebare eskadriliebma sam-

gloviaro gvirgvinebi gamogzavnes. erT-erT maTganze 

ewera: `Cvens galantursa da Rirseul metoqes~.47 

manfred fon rixthofeni qalaq amienis maxlo-

blad daasaflaves 22 aprils, xolo 1925 wels bol-

ko fon rixthofenma ufrosi Zma germaniaSi gadaasve-

na. ojaxs sagvareulo sasaflaoze, mamisa da loTa-

ris gverdiT hqonda ganzraxuli misi dakrZalva. 

Tumca, germaniis mTavrobis TxovniT, erovnuli gmi-

ris samudamo gansasveneblad berlinSi mdebare inva-

lidenfridhofi48 SeirCa, mravali erovnuli samxed-

ro gmiris gverdiT. sabolood, 1975 wels qalaq vis-

badenis samxreT sasaflaoze (zudfridhofi) gadaas-

venes misi da-Zmis – bolkosa da ilzes gverdiT.49 

saukuneze meti gavida manfred fon rixthofe-

nis gardacvalebidan. samyarom pirvelze sisxlis-

mRvreli, gacilebiT masStaburi meore msoflio omi 

da mravali samxedro konfliqti gamoiara. mudmivad 

igrZnoba axal-axali intervenciis safrTxe dedami-

wis xan erT, xan meore kuTxeSi. Tanamedrove realo-

baSi dronebiT wertilovani damiznebis teqnikurma 

saSualebebma, distanciuri brZolisa Tu biologiu-
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ri omis variantebma radikaluri siaxleebi danerga 

da gaamravalferovna borotebis arCevani. am yvelaf-

ris fonze, sahaero brZolebis pioneris, legendaru-

li wiTeli baronis gaxseneba, romelmac Rirseuli 

mtrobac icoda, mowinaaRmdegis dandobac da rkinis 

nervebiT, uemociod samxedro misiis Sesruleba, um-

Tavres sakiTxze dagvafiqrebs: viRacebs rom omi ar 

daewyoT msoflios xelaxla gadasanawileblad, man-

fredis msgavsi niWieri axalgazrdebis SemarTeba da 

Rirseba ramdenad waswevda win samyaros. aseTebi xom 

frontis orive mxares idgnen – tyvesTan qeifi, nadi-

roba da CogburTis TamaSi erCiaT erTmaneTis da-

xocvas,35 magram sadRac miuwvdomlad maRla wydebo-

da maTi bedi maTda daukiTxavad. 
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Every era, or even each battle, boasts an outstanding individual who 
symbolises those times and events. Manfred Albrecht Freiherr von 
Richthofen (1892-1918) earned recognition as the highest-rated 
German fighter ace during World War I. He gained such fame that, at 
just 24 years old, he published an autobiography at the behest of the 
Press and Intelligence section of the German Air Force. In his book, 
Richthofen details his experiences but emphasises the heroism and 
skills of others more than his own. He clearly underestimates his 
personal qualities while openly acknowledging his mistakes. 
Modesty evidently marked this young Prussian aristocrat. He became 
a living legend by achieving over 80 victories in the sky during the 
19 months from 1916 to 1918. A crimson plane, piloted by Baron 
Richthofen with a ruthlessly effective flying style, captured the 
admiration of both German and enemy pilots. 

The future ace received private tuition until he turned nine, 
after which he spent a year at school in Schweidnitz. At the age of 
eleven, he entered the Cadet Corps in Wahlstatt at his father's 
insistence. In his autobiography, Manfred states that he was not 
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particularly keen to become a cadet, but his family’s wishes 
ultimately shaped his future. 

In the spring of 1911, Manfred passed his examinations and 
promptly enlisted in the army. He joined the 1st Regiment of Uhlans, 
which was garrisoned in his beloved Silesia. Young Richthofen felt 
pleased to be there, as acquaintances encouraged him to join the 1st 
Regiment. In the autumn of 1912, Manfred received his epaulettes; 
nothing made the 20-year-old officer happier than being called 
‘Lieutenant.’ 

On 28 July 1914, the Great War began between the countries 
of the Triple Alliance (Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Italy) and 
those of the Triple Entente (the UK, France, and Russia). This 
conflict erupted after Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia, 
exactly one month following the assassination of Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand of Austria and his wife, Sophie, Duchess of Hohenberg, 
by Bosnian Serb student Gavrilo Princip in Sarajevo. 

On 2 August 1914, just before midnight, Manfred von 
Richthofen conducted a final inspection of his troops and horses in 
the courtyard of the barracks. Using his saddlebag as a desk, he 
penned a note home: “My dear parents, these are to be my last lines, 
written in a hurry. My warmest greetings to you. If we should never 
see each other again, please accept these heartfelt thanks for 
everything you have done for me. I leave no debts behind; on the 
contrary, I have saved a few hundred marks, which I am taking with 
me. Embracing each one of you, I remain your grateful and obedient 
son and brother.” 

Six miles from the frontier he was about to cross for the 
greatest adventure of his life, Manfred kept orders he had memorised 
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for over a year in his pocket. Surprisingly, the Germans crossed the 
bridge without coming under fire, and to his astonishment, the 
mission concluded without any encounters with the enemy. 

Manfred von Richthofen spent several months away from the 
main front line. Initially, he was involved in what he called the 
“digging business,” where he faced nothing but excavation and 
endless trenches, which bored him. He then became a dispatch bearer 
but was only allowed to operate within 1,500 yards behind the front 
trenches. He found this position to be “very pointless” and felt 
oppressed, eager to experience real combat. Eventually, he was 
assigned the more tedious task of attending to the telephone. Even 
when his division planned a relatively small attack one day, he 
received a completely different assignment. Disappointed, the young 
officer wrote to his commanding general, requesting a transfer. By 
the end of May 1915, Manfred joined the Flying Service, fulfilling 
his deepest desire. 

On the night before his first flight, Baron von Richthofen went 
to bed earlier than usual so he could be fresh and alert on the runway 
at seven the next morning. The view of the world from the sky left an 
indelible impression on him, as he later described in his book. 

Richthofen was eager to reach the front line. Knowing it 
would take three months to become a pilot, he feared that a peace 
treaty might be signed in the meantime, potentially ending the war 
without him participating in the fight. As a result, he could not afford 
to spend extensive time training as a pilot and instead decided to 
become an observer. He was pleased to be sent to the Russian Front 
after just a fortnight of flying experience. 
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Baron von Richthofen was assigned to the renowned 69th 
squadron. Alongside his pilot, First Lieutenant Zeumer, Manfred 
considered this his most fulfilling time amid the chaos of war. Every 
morning and afternoon, he flew and conducted reconnaissance 
missions, bringing back valuable information. Georg Zeumer (1890-
1917) taught him the fundamentals of piloting, and on Christmas 
Day in 1915, Manfred successfully passed his third examination, 
finally earning his wings as a pilot. 

In March 1916, Richthofen joined the 2nd Battle Squadron 
and began studying aerial tactics. On April 26, he encountered a 
hostile Nieuport, whose pilot attempted to flee. Intrigued by the 
escape, the German pursued him and fired a short series of well-
aimed shots with his machine gun. The Nieuport pitched upward, 
flipped over repeatedly, and ultimately crashed into a forest on the 
other side of the front line. Amid the roar of the engines, the German 
observer patted Manfred on the head and shouted congratulations on 
his first victory. This unexpected success marked the beginning of 
many more to come. In the official communiqué that day, Richthofen 
was mentioned without revealing his name, signifying the start of his 
extraordinary career and his eventual rise to become the legendary 
Red Baron. 

One evening during the unbearably hot August of 1916, 
Manfred von Richthofen met Oswald Boelcke (1891-1916), a 
distinguished pilot who had been awarded the Ordre pour le Mérite 
and whom the Baron greatly admired. The famous ace had just 
returned from Turkey and was selecting pilots for his squadron. 
Although the prospect of fighting on the Western Front appealed to 
Manfred, he hesitated to put himself forward as a candidate. Early 
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the next morning, Boelcke knocked on Manfred’s door and offered 
him a place in the new unit. Overjoyed, Manfred nearly fell into 
Boelcke’s embrace; at last, his long-held dream was coming true. 

On 17 September 1916, the young Manfred von Richthofen 
won a dramatic air battle against an apparently experienced English 
pilot, forcing him to land his damaged aircraft on German territory. 
This was his first officially registered air victory, and it was soon 
followed by four more, earning him the title of ace. 

After bringing down his sixteenth victim, Richthofen rose to 
the top of the list of all flying aces and was appointed Commander of 
the 11th Fighter Squadron (Jasta 11). However, just two days later, at 
the age of 24, he was overjoyed to be awarded the Blue Max (Ordre 
pour le Mérite), Germany’s highest military decoration at the time. 

During this period, Richthofen painted his Albatross D.III a 
bright red to make his aircraft easily recognisable from a distance. 
Because of the distinctive colour of his "red bird," he became known 
as the “Red Knight” in English, “Der Rote Kampfflieger” (“Red 
Fighter Pilot” or “Red Battle Flyer”) in German, “Le Diable Rouge” 
(“Red Devil”), and “Le Petit Rouge” (“Little Red”) in French. 
Ultimately, he entered history as the “Red Baron” (“Der Rote 
Baron”). Other pilots of Jasta 11 followed his lead by painting their 
planes in vibrant colours. 

From April to May 1917, Richthofen’s colourful squadron 
played a prominent role in the Battle of Arras. In April alone, he 
personally destroyed 22 British aircraft, four of them in a single day. 
By the end of the battle, his total number of air victories had reached 
52. 
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On 24 June 1917, the renowned Manfred von Richthofen 
formed Jagdgeschwader 1 (JG 1) by combining Jastas 4, 6, 10, and 
11, serving as its commanding officer. He carefully selected each 
pilot for his squadron, creating an elite German unit. JG 1 became 
famously known as “The Flying Circus” or “Richthofen’s Circus” 
for three main reasons: the bright colours of its aircraft, the frequent 
transfers of the unit by train—much like a travelling circus—and the 
fact that they often set up in tents at improvised airfields. 

During the final three years of his life, Manfred lost his 
comrades one by one, each tragically killed in battle. Interestingly, 
few lived beyond the age of 25. By early 1918, only the Red Baron 
remained in the skies... 

On Sunday, 21 April 1918, at 11:30 a.m., Captain Richthofen 
flew at a very low altitude over the Somme River valley in Picardy, 
northern France, pursuing Lieutenant Wilfrid May of No. 209 
Squadron, Royal Air Force. This pursuit occurred shortly after the 
Canadian pilot had fired at the Red Baron's cousin, Lieutenant 
Wolfram von Richthofen. Captain Arthur Roy Brown attempted to 
assist May by briefly attacking Manfred; however, Richthofen 
successfully repelled this assault and continued his pursuit. 

Just after noon, a .303 British bullet struck the Red Baron, 
allegedly fired by Cedric Popkin of the 24th Australian machine gun 
company. Despite his mortal wounds, Manfred managed to land his 
crimson Fokker triplane in territory controlled by the Australian 
Imperial Force. Hostile soldiers rushed toward his aircraft. 
Richthofen survived for a few more minutes after landing. As 
Sergeant Edward Smout (1898-2004) recalled, the legendary German 
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ace uttered several words, but the Australians could only understand 
one—“Kaputt.” 

After the Great War, Manfred von Richthofen contemplated a 
career in writing. His autobiography, particularly the essay 
“Reflections in a Dugout,” continues to captivate readers even a 
century after its publication. It is deeply poignant to reflect on how 
much Richthofen longed to convey but ultimately could not. In the 
reflections of WWI gunfire, perhaps another Franz Kafka was lost to 
German literature, which is renowned for its depth and richness. 

More than a century has elapsed since the death of Manfred 
von Richthofen. Since then, the world has endured a much bloodier 
World War II, along with many other wars, battles, and military 
conflicts. The threat of new interventions remains constant in various 
parts of the world. Today, remote targeting through drones, 
biological warfare, and other radical combat innovations have 
emerged, broadening the options available to malevolent forces. 

In this context, recalling the legendary Red Baron, a pioneer of 
aerial combat, prompts us to contemplate a crucial question: Had 
certain individuals not instigated a great war to reshape the world, 
the energy and potential of gifted people like Manfred might have 
been directed towards advancing global society. These exceptionally 
talented young men fought on both sides of the Front, often 
preferring to socialise, hunt, or play tennis with captives rather than 
kill each other. Yet behind the scenes, their fates were determined 
without their consent. 

 


