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1. saukunovani iubile 
 
Tavisuflebadabrunebuli saqarTvelo Zvelebu-

rad ibrZoda Crdiloeli mezoblisgan saxelmwifo-
ebrivi damoukideblobis mosapoveblad, rodesac 1993 
wlis 31 dekembers amerikul gazeT `niu-iork taim-
sSi~ lakoniuri, magram mniSvnelovani nekrologi 
gamoqveynda: `mimdinare kviraSi 74 wlis asakSi sa-
qarTveloSi gardaicvala meliton qanTaria, romel-
mac 1945 wlis 30 aprils berlinSi raixstagis Tavze 
aRmarTa sabWoTa droSa. is iyo wiTelarmieli ori 
jariskacidan erT-erTi. mixeil egorovTan erTad ba-
toni qanTarias mier gamarjvebis simbolod qceuli 
qmedeba ukvdavyo dokumenturma filmma,41 mTelma 
msofliom rom ixila. batoni qanTarias gardacvale-
bis ambavi sainformacio saagento `itar-tasma~ gaav-
rcela samSabaTs. Setyobineba ar Seicavda raime in-
formacias memkvidreebisa Tu meore msoflio omis 
Semdeg misi karieris Sesaxeb. wiTelma armiam ber-
linze kontroli 2 maiss daamyara da faSistur ger-
maniaze Tavisi gamarjveba 9 maiss gamoacxada, mas 
Semdeg, rac aRmosavleT evropaSi winaaRmdegobis 
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moZraobebi CaaxSo. germanelebis oficialuri kapi-
tulacia ki wina dRes moxda~.12 

mravlismetyvelia, rom qarTveli meomris nek-
rologi aseTi donis amerikul gamocemaSi gamoqvey-
nda. Cabnelebuli da srolis kvamliT savse 1990-ia-
nebis saqarTvelos realobaSi es imdenad unikaluri 
movlena iyo, qarTvelebis mxolod is nawili Tu 
SeZlebs saTanadod daafasos, vinc gamoiara imdro-
indeli sirTuleebi. faqtobrivad, ar gvicnobda ara-
vin mTel msoflioSi. arc vinmes vainteresebdiT. am 
dros ki meore msoflio omis damTavrebis simbo-
lod qceuli Cveni Tanamemamulis imqveynad wasvla 
gaaSuqes aSS-Si. 

mTeli saukune gavida, rac 1920 wlis 5 oqtom-
bers walenjixis raionis sofel jvarSi varlam qan-
Tariasa da lidia Sonias vaJi, melitoni daibada. 
qarTveli gmiris asi wlisTavis masStaburad aRniS-
vna pandemiis gamo ver moxerxda. Tumca, meore msof-
lio omis gamorCeuli mebrZolis saiubileo xsovnas 
samSoblom da Tanamemamuleebma, SeZlebisdagvarad, 
mainc miages pativi. zogi 2016 wlis 9 maiss saqarTve-
los dedaqalaqSi, veteranTa kulturisa da 
dasvenebis parkSi (kikviZis baRi) gaxsnil meliton 
qanTarias biustTan1 mivida, zogic gmiris samudamo 
gansasvenebelTan Seikriba – qanTarias mSobliuri 
soflis me-3 sajaro skolis teritoriaze, sadac 
2015 wlis 9 maisidan samamulo omis gmiris biusti 
dgas. skolis ezoSi mowyobil patara skverSi, wvi-
mis miuxedavad, oficialuri pirebic da rigiTi mo-
qalaqeebic mividnen meliton qanTarias iubilesTan 
dakavSirebiT. 

vfiqrob, marTebuli iqneba, Tu SevecdebiT maq-
simalurad srulad avsaxoT faSizmze gamarjvebis 
simbolod qceuli Tanamemamulis umTavresi damsaxu-
reba samSoblosa da mTeli msoflios winaSe. 
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2. `Sav piarSi~ Cakarguli gmiroba 
 
yvelaferi `didi sicruiT~ (`main kampfis~ 

avtoris termins Tu gamoviyenebT) daiwyo 1945 wlis 
30 aprils 14:20 saaTze `himleris saxlSi~. rodesac 
polkis meTauri aleqsei plexodanovi germaneli sam-
xedro eqimebis dakiTxvas awarmoebda Tarjimnis sa-
SualebiT, Semoswrebul polkovnik zinCenkos gaexum-
ra: `dagaswariT, ukve viyaviT raixstagSi da ori ge-
neralic tyved aviyvaneT~.39 am scenis momswre mixe-
il baisurovi aRniSnavs, rom plexodanovma mTeli 
cxovreba ver apatia sakuTar Tavs erTi SexedviT 
uwyinari xumroba, romelsac seriozuli istoriuli 
Secdomebi mohyva: misi sityvebis gamo, zinCenkom di-
vizias acnoba, rom 756-e polkma 14:25 saaTze raix-
stagi aiRo da gamarjvebis droSa aRmarTa. Stabis 
ufrosma Sepasuxeba gaubeda polkovniks: `Cven xom 
jer moedanzec ver gavsulvarT~,39 magram situaciis 
garkveva dagvianebuli aRmoCnda. cru angariSi divi-
ziidan ukve korpusSi, iqidan armiaSi, Jukovisa da 
stalinis yuramde misuliyo. cxadia, raixstagis 
Sturmis uamravi monawile arsebobda, vinc saRamos 
6 saaTamde SenobaSi SeRwevas kategoriulad uar-
yofda. rogorc eduard xilis cnobil simReraSi 
gonebamaxviluradaa aRniSnuli, `generlobas arafe-
ri sjobs~.28 sabolood, sxvaTa uTavbolo tyuil-
marTals Soris ori udanaSaulo serJantis saxels 
miadga Crdili. 

brZolis qarcecxls gadarCenili meliton qan-
Tarias sicocxleSic ramdenjerme scades erTeuleb-
ma raixstagis medroSeTa gmiroba sakamaTo gaexadaT, 
xolo misi gardacvalebidan 15 wlis Tavze putinis 
mimbaZvelobiT, trolebis epoqaSic gagrZelda media-
Tavdasxma wina saukunis legendadqceuli adamiane-
bis xsovnaze. 
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kidev erTi saerTaSoriso aRiareba, rasac nam-
dvilad ar movelodiT: gaerTianebul samefoSi ru-
seTis saelCos feisbuqis oficialur gverdze lako-
niuri, magram orazrovnebas moklebuli inglisuri 
teqsti gamoqveynda 2020 wlis 5 oqtombers: `dRes 100 
wlisTavia sabWoTa jaris qarTveli serJantis meli-
ton qanTarias dabadebidan. man saxeli gaiTqva imiT, 
rom 1945 wels serJant mixeil egorovTan erTad 
erT-erTma pirvelma aRmarTa raixstagze sabWoTa ga-
marjvebis droSa~. dasafasebeli miukerZoeblobaa 
imis fonze, rom rusuli mediawyaroebi xSirad cdi-
loben meliton qanTarias qarTvelobis damalvas: 
xan afxazeTSi gadasaxlebul eTnikur qarTvelad, 
xanac erovnebaCamorTmeul `sabWoelad~, inglisure-
novan TargmanebSi ki, saerTod, rusad hyavT xolme 
gamoyvanili adamiani, romlis 21 wlis SviliSvili – 
Tamaz oCigava afxazeTis omSi saqarTvelos miwa-
wyals icavda inaliSvilis 241-e batalionis rigebSi 
da tyvarCeleli sulaqveliZeebis qarTuli ojaxi 
samSvidobos gaiyvana tyviebis cecxlidan, sakuTari 
sicocxlis fasad.4 

gansakuTrebiT aRsaniSnavia is detali, rom ru-
seTis saelCos posts axlavs samxedro formaSi ga-
mowyobili meliton qanTarias cnobili oficialuri 
foto da raixstagis saxuravze gamarjvebis droSiT 
xelSi egorov-qanTariasTvis fotokorespondent 
aleqsei morozovis mier 2 maiss gadaRebuli, xSirad 
ignorirebuli kadri. rogorc wesi, mediagamocemebis 
umetesoba am gmirebis fotos evgeni xaldeis Sedev-
riT Caanacvlebs xolme, romelzec droSaca da misi 
aRmmarTvelebic fotokorespondentis mieraa SerCeu-
li. 

mixeil mininisa da misi fskoveli mxardamWere-
bis usafuZvlo mtkicebiT, Turme, qanTaria-egorovis 
gmiroba sabWoTa gamonagoni yofila da sul sxva 
xalxma aitana droSa raixstagze, am ors ki stali-
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nuri miTiTebis gamo, propagandistuli miznebiT 2 
maiss gadauRes foto. am mtknari sicruis gamarTle-
bas im faqtiT cdiloben mavanni, rom meore msof-
lio omis sakultod aRiarebul erT-erT fotosu-
raTze sul sxva adamianebi arian gamosaxulni.9 jer-
jerobiT, amaze Sors ver wavida namdvili gmirebis, 
meliton qanTariasa da mixeil egorovis xsovnis ga-
fermkrTalebis msurvelTa fantazia. 

mediaarqivi, gmirobis organizatorTa da mowme-
Ta Cvenebebi, Cvens gverdiT mokrZalebulad mcxov-
reb STamomavalTa mogonebebi da sxvadasxva doku-
menti Tu movlena saSualebas gvaZlevs warsulis 
sruli suraTi warmovaCinoT aRniSnulTan dakavSi-
rebiT. sxva Tu araferi, erovnuli Rirsebis saqmea 
Cveni Tanamemamulis xsovnis pativiscemis miCqmalvas 
ar wavuyruoT. samwuxarod, mravaljer naTqvami sic-
rue bolos simarTles emsgavseba da masisTvis misa-
Rebi xdeba xolme. usamarTloba iqneba, Tu dros da-
vacdiT aseTi Sedegis motanas. maSin gamova, rom 
`soflis maSeneblebi~ marTla mamali da ZaRli yo-
filan, radgan Taxvebis Rvawli ignorirebulia. 

saqarTvelos damoukideblobisa da WeSmariti 
Tavisuflebis erT-erTi mtkicebuleba swored is iq-
neba, Tu Cveni gmirebis saxelis ukvdavyofaze 
mudmivad vizrunebT. ukve 30 weliwadia aRarc vinmes 
kolonia varT da arc imdenad xmisuflebawarTmeu-
lebi, rom sakuTar istorias warsulis mtveri ar 
movaciloT, ar gavixsenoT da axali siZlieriT ar 
warmovaCinoT winaprebis damsaxureba. evropa da ame-
rika arc ruseTia, arc CvenTvis kargad nacnobi sxva 
dampyrobeli, enisa da kulturis waSlas, istoriis 
gayalbeba-miTvisebasa da fizikur ganadgurebas rom 
gvipirebda saukuneebis ganmavlobaSi. piriqiT, germa-
nia, inglisi, kanada Tu amerika Cvenive xeliT ganad-
gurebul11 Tu ugulisyurobiT mouvlel Cvens wina-
parTa memkvidreobaze zrunvas cdilobs. axla is 
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uiSviaTesi istoriuli momentia, rodesac Tavi xe-
laxla SegviZlia gavacnoT samyaros, romelzec da-
debiT STabeWdilebas namdvilad ver datovebs er-
TmaneTs datakebuli, oradgaxleCili qarTveloba. 
ukve aSkaraa, rom maT mxolod Cveni Rirsebebi xib-
lavT, Crdiloeli mezoblisgan gansxvavebiT. 

 
 

3. gamarjvebis droSis istoria 
 
30 aprilis saRamos mTel berlinSi srolis xma 

ismoda. raixstagis Senobaze bolo Sturmi xorci-
eldeboda. situacia Zalian hgavda reJisor rezo 
CxeiZis filmis `jariskacis mama~ ukanasknel epi-
zods: orsarTulian SenobaSi SeWrili sabWoTa meom-
rebi sroliT miarRvevdnen gzas saxuravisken, sxva-
dasxva oTaxsa Tu kuTxeSi mimaluli faSistebis 
gamwarebuli winaaRmdegobis miuxedavad. kinoSic da 
realobaSic saxuravze aRweva hqondaT miznad dasa-
xuli moieriSeebs. 

1945 wlis aprilis bolo Rames, medroSeebma Ca-
safrebuli germanelebis winaaRmdegoba gaarRvies da 
TanamebrZolebis xelSewyobiT, raixstagis saxuravze 
avidnen. jvaredini cecxlis gamo, gumbaTTan miaxlo-
veba gamoricxuli iyo. amitom qanTarias SemoTavaze-
bul alternativas egorovi daTanxmda da maT ssrk 
saxelmwifo droSa vilhelm meoris qandakebaze daa-
magres. pirveli maisis kontrSetevis dros, germane-
lebma mTel Senobas cecxli waukides da wiTeli 
droSebis umetesobis ganadgureba an Camoxsna SeZ-
les, Tumca raixstagSi ganlagebulma samasamde sab-
WoTa meomarma aTasis winaaRmdeg ukan ar daixia da 
arc mteri miuSva gamarjvebis droSamde. 

raixstagis germanuli garnizonis danebebis 
Semdeg, 2 maisis naSuadRevs polkis meTaur f.m. zin-
Cenkos brZanebis Tanaxmad, egorovma da qanTariam ga-
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marjvebis droSa gumbaTze gadaitanes. srolebis Se-
degad, SuSis nageboba mTlianad Catexili daxvdaT. 
misi wverosken mimavali kibec nawilobriv dangreu-
liyo. mzveravebi minis namsxvrevebiT savse, Zalze 
arasaimedo rkinis konstruqciaze acocdnen. fexi 
odnav rom dascdenodaT, ueWvelad daiRupebodnen. 
orive sportuli da moqnili iyo, magram egorovi 
bewvze gadaurCa sikvdils. SesaZloa, bavSvobaSi mra-
valjer warmoTqmulma qanTarias jaS xvamam anu xe-
ze amsvlelis samariamo locvis madlma ixsna megob-
rebi berlinSi.2 medroSeebma warmatebiT gaarTves 
Tavi rTul davalebas. `gamarjvebis droSa germaniis 
parlamentis umaRles wertilze frialebda da kar-
gad moCanda yoveli mxridan~.34 

wignSi `meore msoflio omis istoria 1939-1945~ 
gamarjvebis droSasTan dakavSirebiT naTqvamia: `150-e 
msrolelTa diviziis 756-e polkis mzveravebma 
m.a.egorovma da m.v. qanTariam batalionis ufrosis, 
leintenant a.p. berestis meTaurobiTa da i.i. siano-
vis meavtomateTa aseulis mxardaWeriT aRmarTes igi. 
es droSa simbolurad ganasaxierebda yvela droSa-
sa da alams, romelic yvelaze sastiki brZolebis 
dros aRmarTes kapitan v.n. makovis, leintenant 
r.koSkarbaevis, maior m.m. bondarisa da sxvaTa meb-
rZolebma... es iyo miRweuli gamarjvebis triumfi~.27 

egorovi-qanTarias mier aRmarTuli gamarjvebis 
droSa sul ramdenime dRe frialebda amayad raix-
stagis gumbaTze. mokavSireebTan SeTanxmebis Tanax-
mad, berlinis is raioni, sadac yofili parlamentis 
Senoba idga, ingliselebis saokupacio zona unda 
gamxdariyo. Sesabamisad, me-3 damrtymel armias dis-
lokaciis adgilis Secvla uwevda. cxadia, gamarjve-
bis droSas ingliselebs ver dautovebdnen. general 
Satilovis cnobiT, 12 maiss egorovma da qanTariam 
gamarjvebis droSa Cveulebrivi wiTeli bairaRiT Ca-
anacvles, xolo originali 20 ivniss moskovSi wai-
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Res. 24 ivniss gamarTul gamarjvebis paradSi arc 
droSas da arc mis medroSeebs monawileoba ar miu-
RiaT. rogorc aRmoCnda, samxedro-sazeimo mwyobr 
siaruls ar iyvnen naCvevi gmiri meomrebi, xolo med-
roSed gamwesebuli s.a. neustroevi Wrilobebis gamo 
marjvena fexs odnav miiTrevda. marSal Jukovs dro-
Sis aRlumze Camotarebis pativis Rirsad mxolod 
es sameuli miaCnda, magram saTanado formaSi ar iy-
vnen. 

erTaderTxel SeZles TanamebrZolebma mxardam-
xar paradze gavla saamayo gamarjvebis simbolosTan 
erTad, 1965 wlis 9 maiss, rodesac meore msoflio 
omis gamarjvebis oci wlisTavi aRiniSna. 

1975 wlis 20 ivniss 52 wlis mixeil egorovi av-
tokatastrofas emsxverpla. udrood wasuli mTelma 
qveyanam daitira. meliton qanTariasgan gansxvavebiT, 
misi TanamebrZoli ver moeswro sabWoTa kavSiris 
daSlas, rasac mohyva istoriis gadaweris mcdeloba 
da didebuli gamarjvebis simbolod qceuli warsu-
lis gmirebis usamarTlod ganqiqeba, maTi damsaxure-
bis damcrobis mizniT. 

rodesac gorbaCovis `gardaqmnebis~ epoqaSi pir-
velad gamoCndnen cru-gmirebi, vinc, viTomda, gamar-
jvebis mTavari droSa aitana raixstagze, meliton 
qanTaria jer kidev cocxali iyo. ase uTqvams: `movi-
des is viRac, vinc es tyuili ikadra. movides, gmi-
ris varskvlavs mivcem da damSviddeso~.5 Tundac am 
ubralo, marTal sityvebSi naTlad Cans vaJkacis da-
mokidebuleba usamarTlobasTan. WeSmarit gmirs ar 
sWirdeba medali an sxva raime sabuTi, radgan Tavad 
simarTlea misi saqcielis mowmeca da mtkicebule-
bac. 

pirvelobaze pretenzia, zogadad, nebismier sab-
WoTa mebrZols hqonda raixstagis Sturmis drosac 
da mis Semdegac. erTis pretenzias meoris daemata, 
erT Secdomas meore mohyva, yurmokruli naxevarsi-
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marTlis safuZvelze xalxma mravalnairi Wori Seq-
mna da es yvelaferi TandaTan gadaizarda miTSi sab-
Wour SeTqmulebaze. gmirobas wapotinebulebi da ma-
Ti mxardamWerebi periodulad umatebdnen axal de-
talebsa da pretenziebs ukve SeTiTxnil sicrues, 
rac namdvili gmirebisadmi undoblobas uzrdida 
saqmeSi Cauxedavebs. skandalis xarjze statiebisa 
da wignebis iolad gasaRebis msurveli vai-mkvlevre-
bi40 cecxlze navTs asxamdnen, riTic periodulad 
aRvivebdnen xalxis usafuZvlo eWvs. moTave sul 
ramdenimea da, albaT, sasurvelia maTi dakonkrete-
ba, rom im usaxo da usaxelo masaSi ar Caikargon, 
romelsac Tavs axveven sakuTar gamonagons. 

egorovsa da qanTarias gmirobadac ar miaCndaT 
Cadenili mamacoba. amas gaxazavs maTi mravali Tana-
medrove. wlebi dasWirda, rom aTasobiT adamianis 
pativiscemisa da siyvarulis Sedegad erwmunaT saku-
Tari poziciis gansakuTrebuloba. Tumca, merec ara-
sodes usargebliaT saTavisod. arc amaze saubari 
uyvardaT, rom trabaxSi aravis CamoerTmia. Rirseu-
li adamiani sakuTar Tavze arasdros laparakobs, 
mas sxva aqebs. uRirsi amas ver gaigebs, radgan Ta-
vad uwevs kvexniT, daumsaxureblad gzis gakafva da 
Tavis damkvidreba. 

 
 

3.1. fiodor zinCenko 
30 aprilis dilis aTi saaTi xdeboda, rodesac 

zinCenkom polkis dazvervis oficers, kapitan kon-
draSovs ori mzveravis SerCeva daavala. meTaurma 
egorovisa da qanTarias gvarebi daasaxela. `yvela 
mzveravma Tavis or megobars miapyro mzera. maT ga-
moxedvaSi eWvis nasaxic ver SevamCnie... kapitnis arCe-
vans usityvod eTanxmebodnen~, ixsenebs zinCenko.17 
polkovnikma orive fanjarasTan miixmo, raixstagi 
daanaxa da davalebis arsi gaacno. Semdeg saxelmwi-
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fo droSa £#5 gadasca da meTauris toni megobru-
liT Secvala: `xom gesmiT, am wuTidan ukve ubra-
lod mzveravebi ki ara, medroSeebi xarT. Cveni ga-
marjvebis medroSeni! polkis, diviziis, armiis Rir-
seba gabariaT!~17 

17:50 saaTze gadamwyveti Seteva daiwyo 10-wuTia-
ni saartilerio cecxliT, romelsac elviseburi 
Sturmi da raixstagSi SeWra mohyva. umcrosi lein-
tenanti lebedevis oceuls sul ramdenime wuTSi 
pirveli SenaerTi sruli SemadgenlobiT Sehyva Se-
nobaSi. am dros polkovnikma binokliT dainaxa kon-
draSovis mzveravTa jgufi rogor gaiqca raixsta-
gisken, maT Soris – egorovi da qanTaria gaSlili 
droSiT.18 rodesac saparado SesasvleliT SenobaSi 
medroSe mzveravebi Secvivdnen, grgvinvasaviT gaisma 
gunduri `vaSa~. zinCenkom daicada, sanam Sturmis 
warmatebas gaamyarebdnen meomrebi. mxolod maSin, 
rodesac SenobaSi ukve ori batalioni Sevida, gene-
ral Satilovs daureka: `Cvenebi raixstagSi arian! 
samxedro sabWos droSac iqaa~.19 rodesac zinCenko 
Tavis StabTan erTad mesame raixis parlamentis Se-
nobaSi Sevida, igi generalma Satilovma komendan-
tad daniSna da daavala: `gawmindeT raixstagi mowi-
naaRmdegisgan, saswrafod daamagreT armiis samxed-
ro sabWos droSa gumbaTze~.20 

saRamos 9 saaTze Satilovma maiori bondari 
gagzavna raixstagSi imis dasazusteblad, droSas 
rodis ixilavdnen aRmarTuls. rogorc ki mivaRwevT 
gumbaTamde, iyo pasuxi. pirveli oceuli kvlavac 
brZoliT miikvlevda gzas saxuravisken.22 dRe iwure-
boda da kvamls Ramis sibnelec emateboda. sul uf-
ro Wirda ucnob SenobaSi orientireba. am drois-
Tvis wiTelma armiam raixstagis 500-mde oTaxidan 17-
is brZoliT dakaveba SeZlo. 

sanam danarCenebi qveda sarTulze akavebdnen 
mters, pirveli oceuli meore sarTulze avarda 
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brZoliT. yvela karsa da gasasvlels esrodnen, rom 
droSisTvis gza gaexsnaT. maT kvalSi mihyvebodnen 
egorovi da qanTaria. amasobaSi 30 germaneli mok-
les, xolo 50 tyved aiyvanes. kus nabijiT miiwevdnen 
win damarcxebis SegrZnebiT gamwarebuli mtris tyvi-
ebis wvimaSi. leintenantma aleqsei berestma gadawy-
vita, mowinaaRmdegisgan meore sarTulis gawmendis-
Tvis Tavi daenebebia da mTeli Zalisxmeva sxvenSi 
asvlaze gadaetana. 

oTaxebisa da karebis dausrulebel labirin-
TSi, sxvenis asasvlels ver poulobdnen. mixeil 
redkom zomiT sxvebze momcro, Caketili kari Seam-
Cnia. gamoqanebiT Seangria da oTaxSi Sekotrialda. 
aman ueWvel sikvdils gadaarCina, radgan avtomatis 
jeri miayoles zemodan. danaxva moaswro, sxvenSi 
asasvlelidan rom esroles. gaxarebuli isev dere-
fanSi gamovarda da iyvira: `vipove, aqeT!~. sanam me-3 
oceuli TanamebrZolebs azRvevda, danarCenebi sxve-
nis dasalaSqrad gaemarTnen. maTTan iyvnen beresti, 
kondraSovi, egorovi da qanTaria.23 

butilovis oceulma uwyveti cecxli gauxsna 
sxvenis Cabnelebul xvrels, saidanac germanelebi 
esrodnen. amgvarad medroSeebis jgufs miaxlovebis 
saSualeba mieca. jariskacebma cocxali kibe gaake-
Tes, saxanZro kibis pirvel zols miswvdnen, sxvenSi 
xelyumbarebi Seagdes da Tan mihyvnen. saxuravze as-
vla Seferxda, radgan samalavebidan cecxls karga 
xans ar wyvetdnen germanelebi, magram, bolos, tyved 
Cabardnen. medroSeebs gumbaTisken gza gaexsnaT. 
TerTmeti dawyebuliyo. 

`gaSlili droSiT mimavlebi germanelebma Seam-
Cnies brandenburgis karibWidan da raixstagis aRmo-
savleT frTidan. iseTi cecxli gauxsnes, win nabi-
jis gadadgma SeuZlebeli gaxda. uZvirfasesi wuTebi 
ikargeboda~.24 qanTariam gumbaTis win qandakeba Se-
niSna, saidanac droSa mSvenivrad gamoCndeboda 
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mTel perimetrze. iqamde misvla saxifaTo, magram Se-
saZlebeli iyo. mtris tyviebi maT garSemo SeuCereb-
lad wuoda: erT-erTma droSis tari daaziana, meo-
rem egorovs Sarvali gauxvrita, mesamem ki qanTari-
as pilotka-qudSi gaiara. Tavganwiruli gmirobiT 
gaiares ukanaskneli metrebi da droSa daamagres. 
warmatebis ambavi leintenantma berestma polkovnik 
zinCenkos acnoba, man ki general Satilovs axara.25 
raixstagze aRmarTul bairaRs mteric mSvenivrad 
xedavda da moyvarec. RamiT brZola minelda. germa-
nelebis mosalodneli Tavdasxmisgan gamarjvebis 
droSas polkis mzveravebi icavdnen kapitan kondra-
Sovis meTaurobiT.26 

 
 

3.2. vasili ustiugovi 
sainteresoa raixstagis Sturmis kidev erTi mo-

nawilis, 1945 wlis gazafxulze umcrosi leintenan-
tis, mogvianebiT ki general-leintenant v.s. ustiu-
govis cnoba: `Ramis ganmavlobaSi germanelebma Zale-
bi moagroves tiergartenTan6 da 1 maiss Cveni izo-
lireba scades ZiriTadi Zalebisgan gzis moWriT. 
isini gumbaTze avidnen, Cveni droSebi Camoyares, 
cecxli waukides raixstagis marcxena nawils da 
kvamlis safarvelqveS surdaT Cveni ukan daxeva, mag-
ram gavuZeliT~.38 safuZveli ar arsebobs am cnobis 
sandoobaSi eWvis Setanis. is sityvebi xom iseT iSvi-
aT meomars ekuTvnis, romelmac pirvelidan ukanas-
knel wuTamde miiRo monawileoba berlinis brZola-
sa da raixstagis SturmSi, magram sakuTari `avtog-
rafi~ gadamwvari Senobis kedelze ar dautovebia. 
vasili ustiugovis TavSekavebas aRfrTovanebuli 
hyveba evgeni dolmatovski Tavis wignSi `gamarjvebis 
avtografebi~.15 

ustiugovi gvawvdis kidev erT, damatebiT mtki-
cebulebas, ratom iTvleba egorovi-qanTarias mier 
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aRmarTuli saxelmwifo droSa gamarjvebis simbo-
lod: igi aRmarTvis Semdeg didi brZolebiT daicves 
da mters xelSi ar Caugdes. mininis droSa TvaliT 
aravis unaxavs. mas aravin icavda da cecxlma dawva 
an mtris xelma mospo. amitom, igi gamarjvebis sim-
bolod ver gamodgeboda im SemTxvevaSic ki, makovis 
xalxs sityvaze Tu vendobodiT da mis arsebobas 
brmad virwmunebdiT. 

 
 

3.3. saxelmwifo droSis statusi 
calkeul saxelmwifoSi damkvidrebuli tradi-

cia (mag., gaerTianebuli samefo) an droSis kodeqsi 
(mag., aSS) gansazRvravs konkretuli droSis sta-
tuss, ris safuZvelzec mas miniWebuli aqvs legalu-
ri mniSvneloba. gamarjvebis droSasTan dakavSire-
bul SromebSi (v.n. saprikovis monorafiis gamokle-
biT) es aspeqti ignorirebulia da yvela ganxilul 
droSas ubralod feriT – `wiTeli~ moixsenieben av-
torebi. amgvari mcdari midgomiT, ise gamohyavT, 
TiTqos, yvela droSas erTnairi statusi hqonda, 
rac simarTle araa. egorovma da qanTariam raixsta-
gis saxuravze ssrk saxelmwifo droSa aRmarTes, 
romlis uzenaesi mniSvneloba da prioritetuli 
statusi jer kidev 1924 wels dakanonda. 

umaRlesi sabWos prezidiumis brZanebulebis 
Tanaxmad, `ssrk saxelmwifo droSa sabWoTa saxel-
mwifos, ssrk-is saxelmwifoebrivi suverenitetis 
simboloa~.13 aseTi yovlismomcveli mniSvneloba sa-
xelmwifos droSas gansakuTrebul datvirTvas ani-
Webs da misi Canacvleba dauSvebelia. 

saxelmwifo droSa qveynis mTel teritoriasa 
da mis mTlian mosaxleobas warmoadgens simbolu-
rad maSin, roca qveynis armiis romelime danayofis 
samxedro droSa konkretulad am nawilis simbolu-
ri gamoxatulebaa (mag., korpusis droSa). gamarjve-
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bis droSis SemTxvevaSi, saxelmwifo droSa ara mxo-
lod wiTel armias gulisxmobda, aramed zurgSi 
darCenil moqalaqeebsac, frontis mxardasaWerad 
rom Tavs ar zogavdnen. 

meore msoflio omis msvlelobisas, 1942 wlis 
21 dekembers ssrk uzenaesi sabWos prezidiumma daa-
kanona droSis axali nimuSi wiTeli armiis TiToeu-
li nawilisaTvis. Sesabamis batalionebs, polkebs, 
diviziebsa da samxedro dawesebulebebs maTi Seqmnis 
momentSi urigdebodaT sakuTari sabrZolo droSa, 
romelzec miTiTebuli iyo nomeri da samxedro nawi-
lis saxelwodeba. es samxedro droSebi ar warmoad-
genda mTel qveyanas, mTel ersa Tu saxelmwifos Se-
iaraRebul Zalebs mTlianobaSi. 79-e korpusis xel-
mZRvanelobis mier makovis jgufisTvis gadacemuli 
droSa, Tavisi SezRuduli statusis gamo, veranai-
rad ver gaxdeboda gamarjvebis droSa: faSistur 
germanias calke neustroevis batalioni ki ar eb-
rZoda, an zinCenkos polki Tu Satilovisa da nego-
das diviziebi. gamarjvebis droSad mxolod saxel-
mwifo droSa SeiZleboda gamxdariyo. swored amitom 
kiTxulobda mis beds marSali Jukovi gamudmebiT da 
amitom amowmebda generali Satilovi maior zinCen-
kosTan mTavari droSis ambavs. 

sakiTxis sabolood gasarkvevad unda kidev er-
Ti detalic dazustdes. egorovma da qanTariam #5 
droSa daamagres raixstagis saxuravze. Zalian cota 
adamiani aqcevs yuradRebas, ratom iyo igi danomri-
li. me-3 damrtymeli armiis samxedro sabWom specia-
lurad daamzadebina saxelmwifo droSis cxra asli 
TiToeuli diviziisTvis. maTgan nebismieri, romelic 
berlinis aRebis Semdeg afrialdeboda damarcxebu-
li raixstagis Tavze, gadaiqceoda meore msoflio 
omSi gamarjvebis simbolod. mxolod samxedro sab-
Wos hqonda kanonieri ufleba saxelmwifo droSis 
aslebi daemzadebina da armiis nawilebisTvis gadae-
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ca. arcerTi diviziis xelmZRvanelobas ar hqonda 
amisi gakeTebis ufleba, zogierTi jariskacis pirad 
ambiciaze rom aRaraferi vTqvaT. 

ufro metic, mininis mier aRmarTuli alami 79-e 
korpusis samxedro droSac ver iqneboda, radgan igi 
gadaeca or, erTnairi mniSvnelobis jgufs: makovisa 
da bondaris moxaliseebs. gamoricxuli iyo samxed-
ro nawils droSis asli hqonoda, radgan maT mxo-
lod da mxolod erTi, originali droSa aqvT xol-
me. saprikovis varaudiT, mininis droSa ubralod wi-
Teli naWeri unda yofiliyo, oficialuri emblemis 
gareSe. `visac igi miaCnia gamarjvebis droSad, wi-
Tel droSad moixseniebs~.32 

istorikosi saWirod miiCnevs ganmartos Tana-
medrove TaobisTvis, SesaZloa, naklebad cnobili 
erTi faqti: `rac Seexeba wiTel droSas raime em-
blemis gareSe, igi sxvadasxva kontinentis sxvadas-
xva qveyanaSi gamoiyeneba rogorc mSromelTa sakuTa-
ri ekonomikuri, socialuri da politikuri uflebe-
bisaTvis brZolis simbolo. igi aravis daukanonebia 
oficialurad da tradiciis gamo gadaiqca mSomel-
Ta, socialisturi moZraobis simbolod. igi arcerT 
saxelmwifos, arcerT xalxs ar warmoadgens. Sinaar-
siT, wiTeli droSa internacionaluria maSin, roca 
saxelmwifo droSa individualuria~.33 magaliTad, 
wiTel droSaze TeTri naxevarmTvarisa da varskvla-
vis gamosaxviT TurqeTis saxelmwifo droSa miiReba, 
namgali da uros SemTxvevaSi – ssrk-is; SuaSi msxvi-
li TeTri jvari wiTel droSas Sveicariis saxel-
mwifo droSad gadaaqcevs maSin, roca ufro wvrili 
da gverduli TeTri jvriT daniis saxelmwifo dro-
Sa miiReba. 

zinCenkos mogonebebSi sayuradReboa erTi epi-
zodi: 21:00 saaTi gadasuliyo, rodesac 79-e korpu-
sis meTauris adiutanti, maiori m.m. bondari mivida 
masTan da armiis samxedro sabWos droSa moikiTxa.21 
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am epizodidan aSkarad Cans, rom Sturmis meore jgu-
fis meTaurma, romelmac kidev erTi wiTeli droSa 
makovis mebrZolebis Semdeg aitana raixstagze, sa-
xelmwifo droSis mniSvneloba icoda (mininisgan 
gansxvavebiT). 

meTaurTa umetesobas gaazrebuli hqonda, rome-
li droSa unda gamxdariyo gamarjvebis da arc 
arasdros gauxdia sadavo egorovisa da qanTarias 
mier atanili #5. neustroevi mogonebebSi ixsenebs: 
polkovniki zinCenko raixstagSi movida da droSa 
moikiTxa. neustroevma upasuxa, rom bevri droSaa 
ukve aRmarTulio, magram ukmayofilo zinCenkom ga-
awyvetina: `imas ar ambob, rac saWiroa... gekiTxebi, 
sadaa armiis samxedro sabWos mexuTe droSa?~.29 

dabolos, makovis xalxis garda, erTi mowme 
ver gamoiZebna, visac mininis droSa TvaliT hqonda 
nanaxi. saprikovi, romelsac mTeli guliTa da su-
liT surs mininis droSis versiis mxardaWera, sa-
fuZvliani kvleva-Ziebis Sedegad askvnis, rom es 
droSa `ar arsebobs, daiRupa. misi arc naxvaa SesaZ-
lebeli, arc zeimebsa Tu sxva RonisZiebebze gamoye-
neba, arc gamarjvebis dResTan dakavSirebiT paradze 
gamotana. Tundac mxolod amitom, igi ar SeiZleba 
gamarjvebis bairaRad CaiTvalos, Tumca pirveli is 
aRmarTes. Tu droSis aRmarTvis pirvelobas miviC-
nevT gadamwyvet faqtorad gamarjvebis bairaRis 
dadgenisas, aseTad unda vaRiaroT pirveli, gamar-
jvebis aRmniSvneli da gadarCenili, ganadgurebuli 
ki ara...30 gamarjvebis ranairi droSaa is, romelic 
aRar arsebobs, ganadgurda da veranairad ver gamo-
xatavs gamarjvebas. is, rac ar arsebobs, verafris 
simboloc ver iqneba~.31 

vasili saprikovi aRniSnavs, rom misda gasaoc-
rad, arcerTi gamokvleva Tu oficialuri dokumenti 
ar exeba mininis droSis saboloo beds da swored 
am mizeziT rCeba gaurkveveli, ratom iqca egorovi-
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qanTarias droSa gamarjvebis simbolod. ra Tqma un-
da, naxevarsimarTle da uTavbolo gancxadebebi da-
eWvebis safuZvels iZleoda: Tu makovis xalxma daa-
magra pirveli droSa, gamarjvebis simbolod sxva 
ratom gadaiqca. masis dabneulobas aZlierebs is 
faqtori, rom samxedro saxelmZRvaneloebsa da is-
toriul monografiebSi xSirad bundovani an ara-
zustia or droSasTan dakavSirebuli realoba.14 

mcire Secdomasac ki SeuZlia uzarmazari gau-
gebroba gamoiwvios. radgan memuarebisa Tu gamok-
vlevaTa avtorebis umetesoba droSis statuss ar 
iTvaliswinebs, verc is gamoikveTa, romel droSas 
SeeZlo gamarjvebis droSad qceuliyo raixtagis sa-
xuravze moxvedris SemTxvevaSi. es lafsusi erTnai-
rad axasiaTebs rogorc egorovi-qanTarias mxardam-
Werebs, ise maT mowinaaRmdegeebs. droSis statusis 
garCevas an ver axerxebdnen, an mniSvnelobas ar ani-
Webdnen rigiTi jariskacebi, samxedro fotokores-
pondentebi da xalxis umravlesoba. aseTi usamar-
Tlo midgoma istoriis gayalbebas iwvevs, rasac 
mravali miukerZoebeli avtori gaxazavs sakuTar 
naSromSi. 

 
 

4. `arodes gvizams ziansa~ 
 
uTuod mravlismetyvelia dajildovebis deta-

lebi. makovis `SesaniSnavi xuTeuli~, rogorc maT 
gazeT `argumenti i faqtis~ Jurnalisti uwodebs,  
1945 wlis 18 maiss dajildovda wiTeli varskvlavis 
ordeniT.16 radgan gamarjvebis droSis aRmarTvaze 
pretenzias asamde meomari acxadebda (gamonaklisebi 
egorovi da qanTaria iyvnen, romlebic arc fotos 
iRebdnen, arc gmirobad miaCndaT wina RamiT Sesru-
lebuli samxedro davaleba da uZilobiT gadaqancu-
lebi raixstagis miwisqveSeTSi isvenebdnen),37 xolo 
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momdevno dReebSi aseTTa ricxvi kidev ufro gaizar-
da, faqtobrivad, saqmis erTwliani gamoZiebis Sede-
gad gadawyda vin da ra damsaxurebisTvis miiRebda 
romel jildos. erT-erTi ukanasknelebi swored ami-
tom aRmoCndnen mixeil egorovi da meliton qanTa-
ria. 1946 wlis 8 maiss xuT mebrZols mieniWa sabWo-
Ta kavSiris gmiris wodeba raixstagis aRebis dros 
gamoCenili mamacobisaTvis: mixeil egorovs (1923-
1975), meliton qanTarias (1920-1993), stefane neustro-
evs (1922-1998), ilia sianovs (1905-1988) da fiodor 
zinCenkos (1902-1991).36 

raixstagze aRmarTuli saxelmwifo droSa meo-
re msoflio omSi gamarjvebis sayovelTao simbo-
lod iqca ori mzveravisgan damoukideblad. araso-
des utrabaxiaT amiT da arc arasodes dauwuwuniaT 
omis Semdeg rTuli yoveldRiurobis gamo, mixeil 
mininisa Tu grigol bulatovisgan gansxvavebiT. 
Tundac TavianTi ubraloebiTa da sikeTiT, sxvebis 
damsaxurebis win wamowevis mcdelobiT daamtkices 
sakuTari gmiroba. egorovisa da qanTarias Rvawlis 
gansakuTrebuli gaafTrebiT uarmyofelebic ki er-
Txmad aRniSnaven am ori jariskacis Tavmdablobasa 
da samarTlianobas gamarjvebis droSis istorias-
Tan dakavSirebiT.35 Tumca, RirseulTaTvis damaxasi-
aTebel dumils maT winaaRmdeg mainc iyenebs zogi. 

yvela epoqas Tavisi yvaryvareebi hyavs. poli-
karpe kakabaZis Sedevri-piesa samyarosaviT Zvel 
problemas asaxavs. sxvadasxva juris `TuTaberebis~ 
saqciels mravaljer ucdia qarTuli gmirobis da-
malva, miTviseba an misi mniSvnelobis damcroba. cxa-
dia, medroveTa mizani gacilebiT ioli misaRwevia 
da energiac meti rCebaT samavneod, damaSvrali qar-
Tvelebisgan gansxvavebiT. Turme, arc Rvino yofila 
qarTuli da arc kolxi mefis asuli medea – 
qarTveli; Cveneburi xinkalic kinaRam Cinurad mogvi-
naTles; CurCxelis gamogonebas ki Tanamedrove 
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Turqebi da somxebi `ver iyofen~. aseTebis arseboba 
arc aravis ukvirs saqarTveloSi. sabednierod, yvar-
yvarizmi droebiTi movlenaa. medroveni rogorc mov-
len, ise wavlen, qarTul sakeTebelze ki Cveni mci-
rericxovani eri Zveleburad izrunebs. albaT, am ma-
radiulma `Tergiseulma rbolam~ gamoatara 30 sau-
kunis ganmavlobaSi, gadaarCina ganadgurebas da la-
zaresaviT mkvdreTiT aRadgina araerTxel mtrisgan, 
TiTqmis, momspari Cveni qveyana. sabednierod, aRar 
varT bedis anabara, marto darCenilebi. sanTel-sak-
meveli Tavis gzas ar dakargavso, Cveni brZeni winap-
rebi ambobdnen da, iqneb, amitom ibrZvian msoflio 
memkvidreobisTvis mniSvnelovani qarTuli wvlilis 
aRmosaCenad da dasacavad germaneli, kanadeli, ame-
rikeli Tu britaneli mecnierebi XXI saukuneSi. 
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When Georgia regained her freedom in the 1990s, she was still 
forced to fight for keeping her independence from the northern 
neighbour. At that time, on 31 December 1993, The New York 
Times published a brief but significant obituary: “Meliton Kantaria, 
one of the two Red Army soldiers who raised the Soviet flag over the 
battered Reichstag in Berlin on April 30, 1945, died this week in 
Georgia. He was 74. The gesture of victory by Mr Kantaria and 
another soldier, Mikhail Yegorov, was immortalized in a 
documentary film seen worldwide. Mr Kantaria’s death was reported 
on Tuesday by the Itar-Tass news agency. The report gave no 
information on survivors or his career after World War II”. 

Back then it was a completely unique occasion for a Georgian 
to be mentioned in an American daily newspaper with a worldwide 
readership. This could be properly appreciated only by the Georgians 
who lived through those years, dark and full of gunpowder smoke. 
Thirty years ago hardly anyone in the whole world knew Georgia the 
country. Moreover, no one cared about this small republic torn by 
battles around her borderline, and that she desperately aimed to gain 
a foothold in international politics. For the vast majority of the world 
population, this was just a tiny piece of land accidentally cut off from 
a former Soviet empire, lost between Russia and Turkey. The people 
have been frequently ripped off their national identity and called 
either ‘Russians’ or even worse, ‘Soviets’ – as if this adjective has 
ever had anything to do with ethnicity. In such reality for Georgia, 
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the passing of our fellow citizen who has become the symbol of 
WWII was reported quite objectively in the United States. 

A century has passed since Meliton, the son of Varlam 
Kantaria and Lydia Shonia, was born on 5 October 1920 in the 
village of Jvari (Tsalenjikha Municipality, Western Georgia). The 
100th anniversary of the war hero could not be celebrated on a large 
scale as intended in Georgia, due to the coronavirus pandemic. 
However, the birthday of the outstanding warrior was still honoured 
by his country and countrymen as much as possible in the lockdown. 
Some people came to the statue of Meliton Kantaria in Kikvadze 
Park in the capital city of Georgia, while others gathered near the 
tomb of the hero on the territory of Public School No3 in Kantaria’s 
native village. Despite a rainy day, both local officials and ordinary 
citizens arrived in a small garden at the campus to pay their respect 
to the memory of Meliton Kantaria. Although his story is quite well-
known it seems appropriate to recall it once again because of his 
anniversary. 

On the evening of 30 April 1945, the sound of gunfire and 
exposure could be heard all over Berlin while the final attempt to 
seize the Reichstag was at large. The situation resembled the last 
episode of the film “Father of a Soldier” (1964) by Georgian movie 
director Rezo Chkheidze: Storming through a two-story building, the 
Red Army soldiers fought their way to the roof, despite fierce 
resistance from Nazi Germans hiding in the corridors and chambers 
of the badly damaged building. Both in the film and in reality, the 
warriors aimed to reach the top. 

Near midnight the banner-carriers broke the resistance of the 
ambushing enemy and, with the support of their comrades lead by 
lieutenant Alexei Berest, climbed to the roof of the Reichstag. Due to 
cross-fire, it was impossible to get close to the cupola. Thus, 
Yegorov agreed to the alternative offered by Kantaria and they 
attached the Soviet Flag to the statue of Kaiser Wilhelm II. During 
the counter-attack on 1 May, the Germans set the entire building to 
fire and either destroyed or removed most of the red flags raised 
earlier in different places of the building. However, about three 
hundred Soviet warriors stationed in the Reichstag did not retreat 
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against the thousand and the enemy could not reach the Victory 
Banner, which survived. 

After the capitulation of the German garrison on 2 May, the 
regiment commander Fedor Zinchenko gave an order to Yegorov and 
Kantaria to re-hoist the Soviet Flag from the statue to the cupola. The 
construction of steel and glass was partially damaged as a result of 
the heavy shooting and artillery attack in previous days. The stairs 
leading to its top became useless. Two sergeants of the 3rd Shock 
Army Intelligence Corps bravely climbed the unreliable steel 
structure with shattered glass. If any of them slipped slightly, it 
would be a fall to death. Both were fit and agile, but Yegorov barely 
escaped death at one point. Perhaps the friends survived the Berlin 
climb due to Kantaria have had recited ‘Jash Khvama’, the Grace of 
a tree-climber, as a child. “The Victory Flag was flying at the highest 
point of the old German parliament, well-visible from all around”, 
Colonel Zinchenko recalled years later. 

The Victory Banner in WWII hoisted by Kantaria and 
Yegorov waved proudly over the Reichstag cupola for several days. 
The area of Berlin where the former building of the German 
Parliament stood was to become a British occupation zone according 
to the division agreement between the four Allied powers – Great 
Britain, France, the Soviet Union, and the United States. Therefore, 
the 3rd Shock Army had to change its dislocation. Obviously, the 
Victory Banner could not be left to the English. According to 
General Vasily Shatilov, on 12 May, Kantaria and Yegorov replaced 
the Victory Banner with a regular red flag, and the original was 
transported to Moscow on 20 June. 

Neither the flag nor the Victory Banner-bearers took part in 
the victory parade at the Red Square on 24 June 1945. During the 
parade rehearsal, Marshal Zhukov noticed that two heroic soldiers 
were not properly trained in a military march while Captain Sergei 
Neustroev, who was appointed to carry the banner, could barely step 
on his wounded right leg. Georgy Zhukov considered only these 
three worthy to fly the flag at the victory parade, so a replacement 
was no option. To save the situation, the three heros watched the 
ceremony from the gallery. 
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The entire life of Meliton Kantaria was full of tragic events 
and difficulties. After completing four years of elementary school, 
the 11-year-old worked at a collective farm until 1940 when he was 
recruited for conscription in the Red Army. Then there were the four 
long years of war for him with numerous battles that resulted in three 
injures for Meliton. After been wounded while taking part in the 
liberation of Yegorov’s native village, Kantaria started to call his 
brother-in-arms simply ‘brother’ – since his blood was spelt on his 
friend’s ancestral land. After the war, Yegorov and Kantaria have 
been made the heroes of the Soviet Union and the authority offered 
them military careers. But the young men craved to go back to a 
civilian lifestyle despite no far-going prospects for them due to the 
lack of proper education. 

Nevertheless, Meliton Kantaria’s dream of peaceful life did 
not quite come true when the Georgian anti-Soviet movement in 
Abkhazia eventually grew into war in 1992-1993. A grenade hit his 
house during the battle and almost the entire photo archive as well as 
his military uniform and documentation were burned. Kantaria’s 
orders and medals had been allegedly looted. Only a few old photos 
with the yellow tint survived. 

As if the severe battles of WWII were not enough, Meliton 
Kantaria was upset by some scandal-mongers who questioned the 
heroism of the Victory Banner-bearers, their comrades, and even 
their superiors in the late 1980s when most of the main participants 
of the event were not even alive to speak for themselves. Fifteen 
years after Kantaria’s death, following the example set by Russian 
President, soon-to-be Prime Minister Putin in 2008, the attack on the 
memory of the deceased legendary sergeants of the previous century 
spread once more. However, there has been another international 
recognition of Yegorov and Kantaria as the Victory Banner-bearers 
on 5 October 2020 when a concise English-language post was 
published on the official Facebook page of the Russian Embassy in 
the UK: “Today marks 100 years since Meliton Kantaria, a Georgian 
sergeant of the Soviet Army, was born. He is famous for being 
among the first to hoist the Soviet Victory Banner over Reichstag in 
1945 together with sergeant Mikhail Yegorov”. 
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Such objectivity is much appreciated, especially, while the 
foreign media frequently tries to hide the fact that Meliton Kantaria 
was a Georgian: Sometimes he is introduced as an ethnic Georgian 
living in Abkhazia, sometimes he is totally deprived of his national 
identity when called a ‘Soviet’, while in English translations, he is 
generally referred as a Russian. Meliton Kantaria, the Georgian hero 
of WWII, is the grandfather of 21-year-old Tamaz Ochigava, who 
defended the unity of Georgia within the 241st Battalion under 
commander Inalishvili during the War in Abkhazia, and at the cost of 
his own life, the young warrior helped the Georgian family of 
Sulakvelidzes to leave the battle line safely. 

The exceptional fact is that an official photo of Meliton 
Kantaria in uniform has been accompanied with a relatively 
unknown photo of Yegorov and Kantaria posing with the Victory 
Banner for photo correspondent Alexei Morozov on 2 May 1945 and 
attached to the post by the Russian Embassy in the UK. Often, when 
the heroism of Yegorov and Kantaria is remembered, the text is 
linked to the Yevgeny Khaldei’s iconic WWII photograph, which 
was set up for the camera and did not depict the Victory Banner-
bearers but some volunteers who participated in photo shooting after 
the Battle of Berlin in April-May 1945. The same iconic picture has 
been used even for Meliton Kantaria’s anniversary greeting card in 
2020. Despite numerous inaccuracies or injustices, the truth is widely 
known. 

There is an essential symbol in the biography of Meliton 
Kantaria: He was born in the independent and free Republic of 
Georgia at the very end of its existence and after 70 years, the 
Georgian hero lived to see – though not for long – the regaining of 
the independence of his homeland. This might explain the freedom-
loving character of a Georgian who was very proud of his origins and 
national identity, described as a patriot by many contemporaries who 
knew him in person. He had a good sense of humour and carried love 
to mankind. A down-to-earth person he was, Meliton Kantaria only 
dreamt of peace on Earth, including his own country – a wish never 
granted. 
 


