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AMERICA FAST-FORWARDING
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Whoever writes about the United States—be it through film,
painting, or music—expresses their own unique vision of America.

My America is ‘anxious’...

A perfect example of this American anxiousness was the
elaborate celebration for 1 January 2000, which CNN began
broadcasting on the afternoon of 31 December 1999. This left me
feeling confused. By any mathematical or logical standard, 2000 is
the final year of a century and a millennium, not 1999. However,
America seemed eager to celebrate and could not wait.

In terms of time, I recall my experience with the American
practice of dating newspapers and magazines. Imagine it’s your first
visit to the United States. You arrived the night before, and the next
day, you decide to check the local print media for the latest news.
Out of habit, you pick up a weekly American publication and are
taken aback. You know you had a restful night, but why is the front
page dated for a future day? Logic offers no explanation to help you
make sense of this.

You realise that someone is playing with the concept of time.
At the dawn of the 2Ist century, the world has witnessed an
American “game with time.”
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