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THE PRESIDENT OF LATE-NIGHT TWEETS
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In the 2020 US presidential election, the influence of social media
significantly increased, providing a platform for the dissemination of
diverse political content, from humorous memes to more serious
material.

During the campaign, the incumbent US president faced two
major challenges. On one side was the world’s foremost adversary:
the coronavirus pandemic. On the other side stood his primary
political rival, the Democratic candidate, Joe Biden.

Navigating compromises with opponents and engaging in
information warfare is not new in politics, particularly in a
presidential race for a global superpower like the United States. The
2020 presidential campaign was no exception; thus, the 45th
president took decisive action.

Donald Trump posted a viral video on the official Facebook
page of the US President that featured satirical content targeting his
opponent. This internet meme gained immense popularity. In the
video, Trump broke from traditional presidential norms by mocking
Biden on social media. It begins with an excerpt from an 18-minute
radio interview featuring Charlamagne tha God on “The Breakfast
Club,” during which Joe Biden remarks, “If you have a problem
figuring out whether you’re for me or Trump, then you ain’t black.”
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In response, the video amusingly depicts a group of African
Americans dancing around Joe Biden’s coffin. This content quickly
went viral, accumulating over 9 million views. By sharing this online
meme, Trump signalled to Biden that dismissing political correctness
towards African Americans could be politically harmful, suggesting
such behaviour could lead to Biden’s downfall—bury him in a
political grave, as noted by Shalva Natelashvili, a long-time member
of the Georgian political opposition.

Nevertheless, Donald Trump’s assumption was not justified
this time. During the 2020 campaign, the Republicans faced
numerous impediments. As the election results showed, Trump’s
team could not overcome these challenges. On the contrary, every
failure and misstep of the Republicans was used by the Democrats to
convince American voters that Trump could neither defeat the
coronavirus nor alleviate the ongoing social and political crises in the
country.

Donald Trump’s expectations were not met during the 2020
campaign. The Republicans faced numerous challenges, and as the
election results revealed, Trump’s team struggled to overcome them.
Each failure and misstep by the Republicans was exploited by the
Democrats, who sought to convince American voters that Trump was
incapable of handling the coronavirus pandemic or addressing the
ongoing social and political crises in the country.

Interestingly, some voters who supported Joe Biden noted that
it was not Biden who won the 2020 presidential election; rather, it
was Trump who lost it.

As the saying goes, the third time’s a charm. It was Biden’s
third attempt that ultimately proved successful, leading to his
election as the 46th president of one of the world’s leading nations.
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