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1. saqarTvelo guSinwin, dRes da zeg 

 

Tu xidze pirispir SeeCexebi gurjs, girCevnia 

xididan gadaxteo, gvarigebs puStunuri30 andaza. 

swored legendaruli meomari gurjebiviT unda da-

vicvaT saqarTvelo da qarTvelebi saqmiTa Tu sity-

viT, rom eWvqveS veRar daayenon saqarTvelos Tavi-

sufleba, damoukidebloba da msoflios winaSe am 

patara qveynis didi damsaxureba. gansakuTrebiT, 

swored sityviT anu istoriuli dokumentebisa da 

ucxouri wyaroebis damowmebiT Cveni qveynis ambis 

msofliosTvis xelaxla gacnoba gvWirdeba, radgan 

ukanaskneli saukuneebis ganmavlobaSi mudmivad va-

gebdiT sainformacio omebs. 

jerac arasakmarisad gvicnobs samyaro. pirvel 

yovlisa, Cvens saxelmwifos saerTaSoriso doneze 

aRiareba sWirdeba, radgan ucxoelebis umetesobas 
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“in the middle of nowhere”-Si50 hgonia RvTismSoblis wil-

xvedri qveyana maSinac ki, roca rukaze misi povna 

eioleba. maTi indiferentuli damokidebulebis Se-

degad, risTvisac italieli mogzauri da misioneri, 

pietro dela vale (1586-1652) jer kidev XVII saukune-

Si kicxavda dasavleTevropel xelisufalT pap ur-

ban VIII-isTvis (1568-1644) gagzavnil baraTSi,21 winap-

rebis sisxliT Semonaxuli qarTuli miwa mtkavelo-

biT gvekargeba, araerTi moqalaqe gveRupeba. mosax-

leobis mniSvnelovani nawili sxvadasxva qveyanaSia 

mimofantuli: zogi droebiT, zogic – samudamod. 

aseTi mware realobisTvis Tvalis gasworebis Sem-

deg logikuri gaxdeba meore etapze gadasvlac – 

msofliosTvis saqarTvelos gacnoba, cxadia, qveyni-

sa da erisTvis sasargeblo kuTxiT. Cveni probleme-

bi saSinao politikis arealSi unda ganixilebodes, 

maT gadaWraze orientirebiT; saerTaSoriso urTier-

TobebisTvis ki `sagareo versia~ gvWirdeba, samose-

liviT. 

im natos davalebiT, romlis wevroba jerac ar 

gveRirsa, 11 aTasze metma qarTvelma samxedrom mii-

Ro monawileoba avRaneTis samSvidobo misiebSi bo-

lo 17 wlis ganmavlobaSi.57 isini gacilebiT didi 

enTuziazmiTa da siamayiT daicavdnen sakuTari sam-

Soblos sazRvrebs, magram amisaTvis arc imdens ga-

dauxdian, rogorc aziur-afrikul misiebSi da, sava-

raudod, arc qarTveli mesazRvris vakansiebia sakma-

risi raodenobiT. 2021 wlis 11 seqtembrisTvis sam-

Svidoboebis gamoyvanis amerikuli gegmis62 Sesabami-

sad, mais-ivlisSi 860 qarTvelma samxedrom datova 

avRaneTis miwa.46 aSS-is, gaerTianebuli samefos, ger-
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maniisa da italiis Semdeg, saqarTvelos hyavda yve-

laze mravalricxovani samSvidobo Semadgenloba 

2001-2021 wlebis avRaneTis omSi. evrokavSiris qvey-

nebma Cvenze gacilebiT mcire raodenobis jariskaci 

gagzavnes dedamiwis am yvelaze cxel wertilSi.60 

Zneli saTqmelia, sabolood rogor dasrulde-

ba avRanuri epopea. bolo oci wlis ganmavlobaSi 

samSvidobo molaparakebebi mravaljer CaiSala an 

sasurveli Sedegi ar mohyva. amitomac, SedarebiT 

skeptikuradaa ganwyobili Turquli sainformacio 

saagento `anadolus~ Jurnalisti merve sereni.59 we-

liwadze metia, rac Talibebs samSvidobo molapara-

kebebis srulyofisken mouwodeben TurqeTi, pakista-

ni, avRaneTi61 da TeTri saxlis Zveli Tu axali ad-

ministracia. 

TalibebisTvis uCveulod usisxlo xelisufle-

baSi mosvlas44 qabulis aeroportSi `sxvebis~ mier 

mowyobili teraqti51 mohyva. danarCen ukanonobebsac 

adgilobrivi bandformirebebi Cadian, axali xeli-

suflebis mtkicebiT.58 aseTi situacia xangrZlivad 

Tu gagrZelda, `droze adre gamoyvanili~45 samSvi-

doboebi mTeli msofliodan, SesaZloa, isev ukan ga-

sagzavni gauxdeT.42 es, albaT, ar iqneba ukanaskneli 

avRanuri misia. 

arc sparseTis davalebiT qarTlis mefe giorgi 

XI-is brZola iyo pirveli mcdeloba ajanyebuli av-

Ranelebis dasamorCileblad. saxelganTqmuli mefe-

sardali iranis Sahis winaSe ixdida saomar valde-

bulebas avRanelebis winaaRmdeg 12-wlian brZolaSi. 

rogorc avRanur misiaSi monawile Tanamedrove qar-

Tveli samxedroebi samSoblosTvis swiravdnen Tavs 
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ucxo qveynis miwaze mSvidobis damyarebis saxeliT 

warmoebul saerTaSoriso operaciebs, mefe giorgi 

XI-c saqarTvelos sparseTisgan dacvis mizniT eome-

boda sakuTari mtris mters. TadeuS kruSinskis16 

cnobiT, simamaciTa da sabrZolo xelovnebiT gan-

Tqmul gurjebs mteri udides pativs scemda. 

 

 

2. giorgi bagrationi 

 

vaxtang V-isa15 da rodam yaflaniSvil-orbelia-

nis Ze, momavali giorgi XI 1651 wels daibada. `iyo 

mxne, axovani, Zlieri ZaliTa da taniTa mSvenier-hae-

rovani, pir-mxiaruli, ena-tkbili, uxvi da mrisxane, 

moisar-moaspareze uebro~.2 bedma Tu ubedobam wi-

lad arguna marTlmadidebel qristian xelmwifes 

mahmadianobac moergo da kaTolikobac. 26 wlis 

asakSi winaparTa taxtze iranis Sahis nebarTviT asu-

li, mTeli cxovreba saqarTvelos Tavisuflebisa da 

damoukideblobisaTvis ibrZoda xmliTa da sityviT. 

sparseTis mbrZanebels ar moswonda mefe giorgi XI-

is Tavneboba: `gurji xani, megona, gamahmadianda, mag-

ram isev qaRari (urjulo qristiani) darCenilao~.2 

romis pap inokent XI-sTan (1611-1689) am bagrato-

vanis epistolarulma diplomatiam saTave daudo 

qarTlis samefo karis proevropul politikur ten-

dencias. giorgi XI-s aqtiuri mimowera da urTier-

Toba hqonda rogorc papebTan da kaTolike misione-

rebTan, aseve, evropel monarqebTan. mefis prodasav-

lur kurss aqtiurad emxrobodnen misi Zma – levan 

batoniSvili11 (g. 1709) da misi biZaSvili – sulxan-
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saba orbeliani34 (1658-1725). gvirgvinosani biZis pro-

evropul suliskveTebas mxars uWerdnen levanis Svi-

lebi – qarTlis mefe qaixosro29 (1674-1711) da vax-

tang VI19 (1675-1737). winaprebis politikuri gzis gam-

grZelebeli iyo levanis SviliSvili, vaxtang VI-is 

ZmisSvili, mefe ieses Ze – aRmosavleT saqarTvelos 

kaTolikos-patriarqi anton I27 (1720-1788). 

giorgi XI cdilobda, samefo xelisufleba ga-

nemtkicebina da qarTlSi iranelTa batonoba moespo. 

miznis misaRwevad, man Tanadgoma sTxova osmaleTis 

imperias, magram 1688 wels iranis winaaRmdeg ajanye-

bulma qarTlis mefem osmaleTisgan dapirebuli 

daxmareba ver miiRo. amave dros, mas qarTvelma feo-

dalebma (maT Soris, dedis Zmam – Tamaz yaflaniS-

vilma da siZem _ daTuna qsnis erisTavma)24 uRala-

tes da giorgis mcdeloba warumateblad damTavrda. 

arc romis pap inokent XI-esTan gamarTul diploma-

tiur molaparakebebs mohyolia qmediTi Tanadgoma, 

radgan safrangeTma swored 1688 wlis Semodgomaze 

daiwyo cxrawliani omi43 germaniis winaaRmdeg, ro-

melSic evropis wamyvani qveynebi aRmoCndnen Car-

Tulni. bunebrivia, dasavleT evropis saxelmwifoebs 

ar ecalaT saqarTvelos dasaxmareblad. 

1688 wels Sah-suleimanma (1648-1694) urCi giorgi 

XI qarTlis taxtidan gadaayena da mis nacvlad 

erekle I12 gaamefa. nazar-ali-xans mamis samkvidro 

ar dauTmo Sah-navaz I-is Zem da 1691 wels oTxwliani 

ZmaTaSorisi omi gaCaRda,18 romelic bolos giorgim 

daTmo, rodesac iranis mbrZanebelma ganjis jari 

gaugzavna erekle I-s dasaxmareblad. 
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1694 wlis 6 agvistos sefianTa dinastiis mecx-

re warmomadgeneli, husein-mirza avida iranis tax-

tze. ganmartovebisa da locvebis moyvaruli 26 

wlis Sah-sulTan huseini (1668-1726) `mSvidobas ufro 

etrfoda, vidre omsa da sisxlisRvras~.24 rbil 

mmarTvelTan politikuri urTierTobis moregulire-

bis mizniT, 1696 wels giorgi XI ispaans gaemgzavra. 

sefianTa samefo karze bagratovani 1697 wlis 5 

marts Cavida. mas sazeimo daxvedra mouwyves da 

Zvirfasi ZRvenic uboZes. ase aRwers sexnia CxeiZe 

qarTlisa da sparseTis pirvel pirTa Soris diplo-

matiuri Tanxmobis aRdgenis ambavs: `dResa meoTxesa 

naxa yaenman. daxvda tkbilad da sayvarlad, viTarca 

mamasa, da dasdo pativi misad Sesaferad, moewona si-

keTe mefis giorgisa~.39 Tumca, Sahma qarTlis taxti 

ar daubruna mefe giorgis arc 1697 wels (rogorc 

qarTveli xelmwifis mkurnali, iezuiti misioneri 

rikari aRniSnavs 7 agvistoTi daTariRebul Tavis 

werilSi) da arc 1698 wels (rasac italieli misio-

neri amadeo breSeli atyobinebs roms).24 

Sah-huseinma giorgi XI qirmanis beglarbegad5 

daniSna, radgan Zalian sWirdeboda masaviT gamocdi-

li da mamaci sardali iranis aRmosavleT provinci-

ebSi belujTa6 tomis TareSis aRsakveTad. warmate-

bis SemTxvevaSi, Sahi qarTlis taxtis dabrunebas 

dahpirda. Tavidan `arad ineba mefem giorgim qirmani, 

rom saqarTvelos patroni iyo da qirmani iukadrisa. 

moaxsena uari, magram ar moeSva xelmwife~.39 qar-

Tvelma didebulebma bolos mainc daiTanxmes gior-

gi XI, qirmanis gavliT ecada qarTlis taxtamde mis-

vla. 
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600 yizilbaSma da 40 qarTvelma mzis mcxunva-

rebiT gadamwvari udabno gaiara, 2 aTasamde belujs 

rom Serkineboda. sparselebTan wina gamarjvebebiT 

gaTamamebuli mteri damcinav da muqariT savse rep-

likebs esroda maTTan axlos dabanakebul damsjel 

razms, romelsac levan batoniSvili meTaurobda. pa-

suxad gaisma: `movida risxva RvTisa Tqvenzeda, mob-

rZanda saqarTvelos vali14 levan, axlavs qarTvelni 

jarni kacis mWamelni~.24 udabnos xvatiT gatanjuli 

da uwyloobiT dasustebuli erTimuWa qarTvelebi 

iseT dReSi iyvnen, sexnia CxeiZe xumrobda, xmlis 

moqneva ki ara, `TiTos qaTmis SeWmac ar SegveZlo~.39 

Tumca, im brZolis Sedegi mainc STambeWdavi gamod-

ga: ori aTasidan mxolod 500 beluji gadarCa co-

cxali. 

1703 wels giorgi XI-s qarTlis mefoba, iranis 

spasalaroba da yandaaris beglarbegoba uboZes da 

amjerad yandaaris provinciis daSoSmineba daavales. 

gmirma xelmwifem veRarasdros ixila samSoblo. iq 

mis janiSinad (moadgiled) alali Zmiswuli, momava-

li vaxtang VI daniSna Sahma, xolo erekle I-s kaxe-

Ti dautova. qarTlis samefo taxtze nominalurad 

dabruneba giorgi XI-s qristianobis formalurad 

daTmobis fasad daujda. mtris dasanaxad islams 

aRiarebda, magram gulze jvari Zveleburad ekeTa. 

`ra gaewyoboda: Segveqna sixaruli qarTlis Sovni-

saTvis, magram yandaars wasvlisTvis mowyena~,39 wer-

da sexnia CxeiZe. 

giorgi XI-m 12 weliwadi gaatara ucxo qveyanaSi 

ZmasTan, levan batoniSvilTan da qarTul razmTan 

erTad avRaneTis momTabare tomebis winaaRmdeg 
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brZolaSi. arcerTi mcire Tu didi brZola ar wau-

gia saxelovan qarTvels avRanTa mxareSi, miuxedavad 

mZime klimaturi pirobebisa. istorikosi da qarTlis 

mefis TanamebrZoli sexnia CxeiZe mefis Sesaxeb aR-

niSnavs: `iyo wesi misi, roca samwuxaro saqme iyvis, 

maSin ufro ganmxiaruldis~.39 

avRanelebTan Setakebebis dros, sparselebi 

xSirad garbodnen brZolis velidan da marto dar-

Cenil qarTvelebs uwevdaT sastik, uTanasworo omSi 

vaJkacobisa da sabrZolo xelovnebis maRali klasis 

Cveneba mtrisTvis.1 im periodSi iranis centraluri 

xelisufleba mTlianad qarTul samxedro Zalas ey-

rdnoboda. amas adasturebs italieli pietro dela 

vale: `sparsuli armiis siZliere qarTvelebia, rom-

lebic am armiis udides da uZlieres nawils warmo-

adgenen~.2 igives aRniSnavs ingliseli mogzauri da 

istorikosi, ser tomas herberti49 (1606-1682), rome-

lic 1627 wels SirazSi imyofeboda. misi cnobiT, 

sxvadasxva dros qarTvelTa raodenoba iranis armia-

Si 8-dan 40-mde aTass utoldeboda. frangi mogzau-

rebis mogonebebis Tanaxmad,23 qarTveli meomrebi 

iranSi yofnisas erovnul samoss atarebdnen, rac 

maTdami SiSsa da moridebas iwvevda sparseTis mTel 

imperiaSi. 

ivane javaxiSvilma (1876-1940) kidev ufro deta-

lurad aRwera XVIII saukunis dasawyisSi iranSi ar-

sebuli situacia: `sparseTis Sahebi xSirad TavianT 

sardlebs ar endobodnen xolme, qarTvelTa piria-

noba da ficgautexeloba ki gamocdilebiT icodnen. 

amis gamo, isini TavianTi daxlarTuli samxedro 

saqmeebis mowesrigebas qarTvel mefeebs andobdnen 
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xolme. amis wyalobiT, iseTs niWier samxedro pirov-

nebebs, rogorc magaliTad, mefe giorgi XI iyo, uneb-

lieT sparseTis ajanyebuli qveSevrdomebis damorCi-

leba unda ekisra da xan avRanistanSi yofiliyo, xan 

belujistanSi, xan sxvagan, sadac ki amboxeba ifeT-

qebda~.24 

qarTlis mefis lakoniuri, magram amomwuravi 

daxasiaTeba aqvs mocemuli Tavis wignSi `avRaneTis 

istoria~ (1879) inglisel mweralsa da polkovniks, 

jorj brius malesons (1825-1898): `ise moxda, rom im 

dros sparseTis yvelaze unariani generali erTi 

qarTveli, saxelad gurgin-xani8 iyo. es dabadebiT 

qristiani adamiani, sakuTari qveynisaTvis damouki-

deblobis mopovebas cdilobda, magram misi didebu-

li samxedro niWi dajabna mis winaaRmdeg gagzav-

nilTa ricxobrivma upiratesobam. amitom damarcxda. 

Tumca, damarcxebaSic ki imdenad Zlevamosili iyo, 

rom gamahmadianebis, am erTaderTi pirobis Sesrule-

bis sanacvlod, Sahma igi Tavis samsaxurSi aiyvana. 

ori Tviseba axasiaTebda: samxedro ostatoba da sim-

kacre~.55 aSkarad igrZnoba TvaliT unaxavi, mis daba-

debamde karga xniT adre gardacvlili qarTveli 

mTavarsardliT moxibluli, Tavadac gamocdili me-

omris aRtaceba. 

iranis Sahis karze myofi ingliseli vaWari da 

mogzauri, jonas hanvei (1712-1786) britaneTis ostin-

duri kompaniis warmomadgenlebs bombeiSi swerda: 

`mxolod qarTvelTa mxedrobaa is Zala, romlis wi-

naSec avRanelebi verxvebiviT TrTian... rogorc spar-

selebma gviTxres, sakmarisia qaravans mcvelebad 
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aTiode qarTveli gaayoloT da avRaneTis gzebze 

aRaravin SegawuxebT~.48 

 

 

3. gurgin-xani 

 

1704 wlis maisSi qarTvelTa da sparsTa 24-aTa-

siani laSqari avRaneTisken daiZra giorgi XI-is sar-

dlobiT.40 jojoxeTuri udabnos gavlas lamis ori 

Tve moandomes. yandaari qirmanze aranakleb avklima-

tiani gamodga. `qalaqi cxeli. saRamo Jams aseTi qa-

ri movidis cxeli, rom pirs ver Seaqcevden. es mina-

xavs aqauris sicxisagan kvercxi spilenZis TefSze 

gaTqvefili da dasxmuli mzisagan Semwvariyos da 

cixis sals kldezed puri miekras da gamamcxvari-

yos~,39 ase aRwerda iqaur realobas sexnia CxeiZe. ga-

usaZlisi pirobebis miuxedavad, giorgi XI-is mxed-

robam yandaaris provinciaSi mRelvareba CaaxSo, Ta-

nac, mravaljer da mTel teritoriaze umkacresi 

kontroli daawesa. 

avRanel winamZRolTa nawili iranis spasalar-

ma ZaliT daimorCila, nawili ki Tavad eymo. maT So-

ris erT-erTi – `niWieri da mamaci avRani~33 mir-veisi 

(1673-1715) namdvil enigmas warmoadgenda. qarTlis me-

fisadmi ise uxvad afrqvevda `usazRvro erTgule-

bas~,33 rom gamWriax qarTvel mTavarsardals undob-

lobis eWvi ar asvenebda. gamosacdelad morigi ajan-

yebis daSoSmineba daavala gadamTiels. mir-veisma 

RalatiT mokla azaris gandgomili sulTani, saxe-

lad daqez23 da misi Tavi ZRvnad miarTva yandaaris 

beglarbegs. TiTqos sando unda yofiliyo avRanTa 
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winamZRoli, magram mefe giorgis mstovrebi atyobi-

nebdnen: `mir-veisi TeTri kbiliT icinis da Savi gu-

liT moqmedebs. idumal SeTqmulebebs awyobs, avRa-

nel tomebs saajanyod amzadebs~.33 

xelCasaWidi jer araferi hqonda, magram qar-

Tlis mefe avRanTa tomis winamZRolis gamoaSkarave-

basa da masTan Riad dapirispirebas ar daeloda. 

mir-veisi ispaans gagzavna daqezis Tavianad, Tan yi-

zilbaSTa 20-aTasiani jari gaayola. qarTvelTa mci-

rericxovani amaliT avRaneTSi darCenilma giorgi 

XI-m brZnuli rCeva miswera Sah-huseins: `ese sulTani 

uarSiobs,35 unda areva ama qveynisa. nuRar gamouS-

vebT Tvaram erTs rasme moaxdens~.24 

korufciis WaobSi CaZirul sparseTis samefo 

karze, sadac `Sahis umaRles moxeleTa Soris gior-

gi mefisadmi ufro Suri, SiSi da mtroba sufevda, 

vidre Tanadgoma, pativiscema da siyvaruli~,33 mir-ve-

isma iolad ipova momxreebi. man Zvirfasi saCuqrebi-

Ta da Tan waRebuli 30 aTasi TumaniT iolad mois-

yida ispaanis didebulebi. ufro metic, mefe giorgis 

mTavar mters, samefo karis umaRles gamrigesa da 

bazierTuxucess, iranis momaval pirvel vezirs, war-

moSobiT lek faTh-ali-xans Seekra. gurgin-xanis mo-

winaaRmdege moxeleebma politikaSi gamoucdeli Sa-

hi oTxjer Seaxvedres mir-veiss pirispir. manamde ar 

moeSvnen, sanam mis erTgulebaSi ar daarwmunes. 

cbierma avRanma meqaSi mosalocad wasvlis neba 

gamosTxova Sahs. wminda qalaqs misuli mir-veisi 

jer qaabis RvTaebriv Sav qvas emTxvia, Semdeg reli-

giur liderebs Sexvda meqasa da medinaSi.55 sparsu-

li ZRveni miarTva da saRvTo omis nebarTva gamos-
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Txova `urwmuno qarTvelebis~ winaaRmdeg, romlebic 

`namdvil morwmuneebs, yandaarelebs Cagravdnen~.52 

ispaanSi dabrunebulma avRanTa tomis beladma fat-

vis36 gamocxadebis sababi Camoitana sparseTSi da 

`orguli, moRalate~33 gurgin-xanis winaaRmdeg da-

wyebuli sainformacio omi ganagrZo. 

Sah-huseins meTodurad daaxvia Tavbru `Savi pi-

arisTvis~ gamiznuli detalebiT da mefe giorgis 

erTgulebaSi daaeWva. amas israel oris ucnauri 

elCobis ambavic Tan daerTo, ramac didi aJiotaJi 

gamoiwvia ispaanSi.52 avRanTa meTaurma esec saTavi-

sod gamoiyena, giorgi XI-s orguloba da moRalate-

oba daswama. faTh-ali-xanisa da gurji sardlis da-

narCeni mtrebis saSualebiT mir-veisi xmebs avrce-

lebda: `qarTvelTa mefe Tanaqristian rusebTan da 

somxebTan raRac sparseTis samtro kavSirs Carxav-

so~.33 giorgis ufrosi Zmis, arCilis ruseTSi yofnis 

faqti am Woris mtkicebulebad daudo gulubryvilo 

Sahs da `didi sicrue~22 iolad daajera. male mir-

veisma ara mxolod samSobloSi dabrunebis ufleba 

miiRo, aramed yandaaris qarTveli beglarbegis meT-

valyureobac daavala iranis SeSfoTebulma mbrZane-

belma.25 

giorgi XI-m Sah-huseinisgan Zvirfasi xalaTi da 

rayami31 miiRo: `Cven mir-veisi ubralod vscaniT da 

SevirigeT. vinZlo Cveni gadawyvetileba marTebulad 

miiCnioT, mir-veisi Tqvenc marTlad CaTvaloT, Sei-

rigoT da Tqvens samsaxurad daibrunoT~.33 Sahis 

sityvas win ras aRudgeboda avRaneTSi gagzavnili 

qarTlis nominaluri mefe? misi umcrosi Zma, iranis 

divanbegi10 levanic mir-veiss uWerda mxars werilSi: 
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`neta, vicode, am kacma iseTi ra dagiSava, uRvTod 

rom gaswire. Seni erTgulia. ispaanSi Seni qebis me-

ti araferi dascdeniao~.26 cbier politikosebs fa-

rul zraxvaTa gasajaroeba rom wesad arasdros 

hqoniaT, etyoba, levan batoniSvils ar gaxsenebia 

pirferi da qveSqveSa mir-veisis Sefasebisas. 

istoriam weliwadnaxevarSi daadastura gurji 

giorgis pirvandeli eWvis siswore. muxanaTma mir-ve-

isma ar moisvena da mizans miaRwia.53 ingliseli jo-

nas hanveis cnobiT,48 1709 wlis 21 aprils missave pa-

tivsacemad gamarTul nadimze miwveuli giorgi XI 

da misi mcirericxovani amala avRanelebma amoJli-

tes, sanam qarTvelTa aTaskaciani razmi erT-erTi 

amboxebuli tomis dasaSoSmineblad iyo wasuli gi-

orgis Zmiswulis, aleqsandres meTaurobiT. 

naqeifari giorgi XI karavSi ganmartovda mosas-

veneblad. mamalma rom mesamed iyivla,33 mZinares mie-

parnen mosaklavad avRanelebi: `uRalata mefes gior-

gis yandaaris sulTanma mirveisma. mouxda ganTiadsa, 

daesxa Tavsa. ra scna mefeman, edva qarqaSi sarCisa 

gverdisa missa, gaikra xeli, Tavman misman, sanamdis 

isari hqonda arcerTi ar daacdina. ra isari daelia, 

gaikra xmalsa xeli, rogorc devi ise ibrZoda. 

hkres Tofi ama morWma didebis patronsa da mokles, 

vinca qarTvelni darComil iyo amoswyvites~.39 or-

mocdaaTi momxduridan rvas isrebiT mouswrafa si-

cocxle gmirma sardalma. danarCenebs xmaldaxmal 

ekveTa da or-sams uwvdina ostaturad, sanam tyvie-

biT daucxrilavdnen gulad mkerds qarTvelTa me-

fes. ase daasrula brZolebiT aRsavse cxovreba 1709 

wlis didxuTSabaTs 58 wlis giorgi XI-m dix-SeixSi. 
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iranSi moRvawe kaTolike misionerebisa da va-

xuSti bagrationis cnobiT: `ahyarna xatni da jvarni 

mefesa mirveiz da fsalmuni, romelsa ikiTxvida Jam-

sa mas, da warmouvlina yeensa metyvelman: esreT gac-

dunebda mefe~.4 am samxiliT cdilobda cbieri mir-

veisi Tavis marTlebas mefe giorgis mokvlisaTvis. 

eSmakobam gaWra da gurgin-xanis faruli qristiano-

bis gamJRavnebam misi muxanaTurad mokvlis faqti ga-

daswona iranis Sahis TvalSi. Tumca, Zalian male 

sparselebs Zvirad daujdaT, giorgi mefis rCeva rom 

ar iRes yurad: mir-veisma ispaani aiRo da sparseTis 

imperiis sataxto qalaqis mosaxleoba gaJlita. 

yandaarSi daxocili qarTvelebi qalaqis cen-

tralur moedanze daagroves mir-veisis meomrebma 

xalxis `Tvalsaseirod~.33 cxenze amxedrebulma av-

RanTa winamZRolma xeli gaiSvira goliaTuri aRna-

gobis qarTveli sardlis cxedrisken da TanamebrZo-

lebs ganucxada: `ai, gurgin-xan... qarTveli kaci, er-

TaderTi sparselTa Soris, romelmac Rirseulad 

daimsaxura saxeli WeSmariti mxedrisa, xelmwifisa 

da vaJkacisa~.33 ase Seafasa ucxotomelma Tavisi er-

TaderTi, ukve mokluli mowinaaRmdege, romelsac 

XX saukuneSi levan sanikiZem `ukanaskneli didi gi-

orgi~33 uwoda. 

 

 

4. lomi kravTa Soris 

 

qalaq yandaarTan ramdenime kilometrSi marma-

rilos sveti dgas warweriT: `mgzavro, wamiT SeCer-

di da icode – avRaneTis dapyrobas bevri ecada, 
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magram, sabolood, veravin daipyro dRemde, alahis 

nebiT! mxolod samma sardalma SeZlo avRaneTis ma-

maci mxedrobis damarcxeba. eseni iyvnen aleqsandre 

makedoneli, Cingiz-yaeni da gurji giorgi~.37 iqve am 

sami meomris simboluri saflavebia. 

es sveti sakuTari TvaliT naxa sabWoTa kavSi-

ris saxelmwifo uSiSroebis komitetis general-mai-

orma, samxedro mecnierma da akademikosma Tengiz 

epitaSvilma,13 romelic 1979-1983 wlebSi avRaneTSi 

ixdida samxedro vals. mogvianebiT man mogonebebis 

wignSi `me – generali epitaSvili~ aRwera, lamis, 

daujerebeli ambavi: rogor verafriT aiRes sabWoTa 

jarebma yandaari, rogor ver daZlia legendaruli 

svetisa da sakuTari gmiri mefis saflavis naxvis 

survili sabWoTa respublikis moqalaqe qarTvelma 

meomarma da rogor SeuTvala avRanelebs tyvedyofi-

lis piriT, didi winapris saflavze Tayvaniscemis 

ufleba miecaT. 

lamis, aTi weli (1979-1989) eomebodnen sabWoTa 

jars mojahedebi mola omaris (1960-2013) meTaurobiT. 

ucxo miwaze yofnisas Seityo qarTvelma samxedrom, 

rom avRanelma xalxma maradiuli xsovnis Zegli da-

udga mis gmir winapars da mosveneba dakarga. yandaa-

ri Tengiz epitaSvilisTvis piradul samizned gadaq-

ceuliyo, magram vera da ver aiRes qalaqi, rom mux-

li moeyara meomari mefis saflavze. 

qarTvelma meTaurma Tavis jariskacebs wyaroze 

Camosuli avRaneli glexi daaWerina da misi saSua-

lebiT mojahedebis meTaurs SeuTvala: `me, gurj 

polkovniks, gurji giorgis Tanamemamules, survili 

maqvs, Cemi didi winapris saflavs vce Tayvani da, Tu 
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nebas damrTavT, xval 3 saaTze uiaraRod marto ga-

moval-meTqi. araviTar garantias ar gTxovT, meomris 

sityvis garda~.38 

Suamavali SuaRamisas dabrunda da ambavi moi-

tana: ritualis Semsrulebeli kaci CvenTvis wmida-

Tawmidaa da mosisxlec rom iyos, arafers davuSa-

vebTo. Tanac, aRmoCnda, rom gurji polkovnikis Se-

saxeb garkveuli informacia gaaCndaT da mis `sa-

xels raRacnairi pativiscemiTac ki moixsenieb-

dnen~.38 epitaSvilis varaudiT, avRanelebs SemCneuli 

hqondaT, rom qarTveli meTauris brZanebis gamo, na-

mazis (locvis) dawyebisTanave srolas wyvetda misi 

danayofi. rogorc Cans, `amas did adamianurobad da 

Cemgan udides pativiscemad miiCnevdnen~.38 mteri ara 

marto daTanxmda, aramed uxifaTo derefnis gakeTe-

basac dahpirda, rom SemTxveviT ar moekla romelime 

mojaheds es mamaci da gabeduli qarTveli. 

uiaraRod, Silifad Cacmuli, kvarTis msgavs 

TeTr mosasxamSi gaxveuli qarTveli polkovniki 

daTqmul dros daadga sanukvar, magram saxifaTo 

gzas. sabWoTa uniformidan mxolod oficris qudi 

exura. xelebi welze hqonda Semowyobili da perio-

dulad nabijsac anelebda, rom misi wesierad SeTva-

lierebis saSualeba mieca mtrisTvis. 

martom, guliskankaliT, magram Tavaweulma gai-

ara SeuiaraRebelma epitaSvilma patrulis mier da-

culi gza. yovel oc metrSi TeTrad Tavybaaxveuli 

mojahedebi idgnen da gafarToebuli TvalebiT uRi-

modnen mis simamaces. giorgi XI-is gardacvalebidan, 

TiTqmis, samasi wlis Semdeg, XX saukunis avRaneTSi 

aseve sakuTari survilis winaaRmdeg mebrZolma qar-
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Tvelma mSvidobiT miaRwia marmarilos grandiozul 

stelamde. 

TeTr svets, romelzec avRanur enaze Sesrule-

buli istoriuli sityvebi amoikiTxa, mowiwebiT em-

Txvia polkovniki. ramdenime wuTiT xeli im adgils 

daado, sadac `gurji giorgi~ iyo amokveTili. mere 

qarTlis mefis saflavze muxli moiyara karga xniT. 

rodesac wamodga, iseTi ucnauri simsubuqe igrZno, 

rom gaifiqra, axla romc mesrolon, aRar vinaneb, 

radgan Cemi misia Sevasruleo. sanam ukan dabrunde-

boda, irgvliv mimoixeda. oriode mojahedi `mcve-

lis~ garda, aRaravin Canda. madlobis niSnad, pol-

kovnikma orive xeli aswia maT dasanaxad. 

ambis dasasruli kidev ufro ucnauri da dau-

jerebelia: sabWoTa mebrZols, romlis gurjobis am-

bavi ukve yvela axlo-maxlo myofma mojahedma ico-

da, `Savi SaSxanis~ (amerikuli M-16) srolis xma Se-

moesma iqve, daaxloebiT, 50 metrSi. gulgaxeTqil 

qarTvels imis Zala ki eyo, ar SeemCnia emocia da 

welSi kidev ufro amayad gamarTuliyo: `Tavs Sevu-

Zaxe, SiSi ar SegamCnion, giorgi XI-is STamomavals 

ar gekadreba-meTqi~.38 arada, Turme, Tengiz epitaSvi-

lis simamacis dafasebis niSnad isrodnen haerSi. 

cocxal derefanSi Camwkrivebul mojahedebs Soris 

mimaval qarTvel mebrZols ase acilebdnen avRaneli 

meomrebi: `samxedro wesis Tanaxmad, mxridan SaSxa-

nas ixsnidnen, haerSi isrodnen, Semdeg kvlav mxarze 

ikidebdnen, TeTr kbilebs mielvebdnen da gzas xe-

liT miCvenebdnen – mibrZandiTo~.38 cxadia, es misi 

vaJkacobis dafasebac iyo da gamocdac. uzomod ga-

xarebuli, sicxisa Tu gamovlili gansacdelisgan 
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gaoflili Tengiz epitaSvili Tavis blindaJSi7 dab-

runda. meore dRes saomari moqmedebebi Zveleburad 

gagrZelda. 

erTi Tvis Tavze sabWoTa jarma yandaari aiRo 

qarTveli polkovnikis meTaurobiT. umkacresad akon-

trolebda sakuTar jariskacebs, rom adgilobrivi 

mosaxleoba ar gaeZarcvaT, ar eZaladaT anda raime 

sxva saxiT ar SeeviwrovebinaT. 

Tanamedrove legendas hgavs es ambavi, romelic 

arcerT istoriis saxelmZRvaneloSi ar weria, jer-

jerobiT. albaT, qarTlis meomari mefis Tanamemamu-

lezec igives fiqrobdnen XX saukunis mojahedebi, 

rac giorgi XI-isa da misi jaris Sesaxeb uTqvamT av-

RanTa qveyanaSi maTi laSqrobis Semdeg: `avRanelebi, 

sparselebTan SedarebiT, lomebi varT, sparselebi 

ki CvenTan SedarebiT – cxvrebi, xolo qarTvelebTan 

cxvrebi varT, qarTvelebi ki lomebi arian CvenTan 

SedarebiT~.3 

 

 

5. qarTuli `graali~ 

 

msoflio istoriaSi uprecedento Tu ara, uiS-

viaTesi SemTxveva namdvilad aris mtrisTvis simbo-

luri saflavis mowyoba. ra Tqma unda, es qarTveli 

sworupovari mefe-sardlisadmi udidesi pativiscemis 

niSnad gaakeTes avRanelebma. Rirseuli mtrebi aR-

moCndnen. yandaaris maxloblad aRmarTul stelaze 

amokveTili warwera gamvlels amcnobs, rom ucxo-

tomelis aseTi dafaseba gamoiwvia misma Rirsebebma 
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– avRani mtris TvalSi, giorgi XI iyo `saukeTeso 

meomari da sardali iranelTa Soris~.2 

aRmosavleTmcodne sergo lutiZe sabWoTa jar-

Si samxedro Tarjimnad msaxurobda 1980-1984 wlebSi. 

oTxwliani gamocdilebis safuZvelze, `qarTul-dari 

samxedro terminebisa da frazeologizmebis mcire 

leqsikoni~ Seadgina, romelic avRaneTis saerTaSo-

riso misiaSi myof qarTvel meomrebs gaugzavna im 

imediT, rom maT es wigni adgilobriv mosaxleobas-

Tan urTierTobaSi gamoadgeboda. sergo lutiZe med-

liT `sabrZolo damsaxurebisaTvis~ daajildoves 

SeiaraRebul ZalebSi RvawlisTvis, xolo unikalu-

ri leqsikonis SeqmnisTvis saqarTvelos prezidentma 

`Rirsebis ordeni~ gadasca 2013 wlis 15 oqtombers. 

sergo lutiZis avRanuri biografiis gamorCeu-

li epizodia mis mier giorgi XI-is simboluri saf-

lavis monaxuleba 1981 wels yandaarSi saqmiani vizi-

tis dros. hilmendis provinciaSi yofnisas, man adgi-

lobrivebs sTxova, qarTveli mefis simboluri saf-

lavi eCvenebinaT, romelic gmir meomars gaukeTes 

mtrebma, visac 12 wlis ganmavlobaSi warmatebiT eb-

rZoda samSoblodan iZulebiT wasuli qarTveli 

gvirgvinosani. 

usafrTxoebis mizniT, maT sergo lutiZes avRa-

neli mamakacis erovnuli tansacmeli Caacves da daa-

riges, adgilobrivi siarulis manerisTvis miebaZa, 

meti damajereblobisaTvis. safrTxisa da sirTulee-

bis miuxedavad, qarTvelma Tarjimanma SeZlo gur-

gin-xanis (rogorc mas iransa da avRaneTSi uwode-

ben)47 memorialis xilva. es marmarilos stela yove-

li qarTvelisTvis, albaT, iseTive mniSvnelovani un-
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da iyos, rogorc raSmoris mTaze amokveTili aSS-is 

oTxi prezidenti32 amerikelebisTvis, anda Taj-maha-

li17 indoeTis mosaxleobisTvis. 

axali aTaswleulis dasawyisSi, 11 seqtembris 

tragediamde lamis naxevari wliT adre, Talibebma 

bamianis velze kldeSi gamokveTili budas ori uni-

kaluri, giganturi qandakeba aafeTqes im sababiT, 

rom am kerpebis arseboba maT religiur mrwamss ewi-

naaRmdegeboda. VI saukunis Zeglebi, romelTac iu-

neskos mier miniWebuli kulturuli memkvidreobis 

statusi da, aseve, 1999 wels mola omaris dapireba 

icavda (rogorc Semosavlis wyaros, turistebis in-

teresidan gamomdinare), 2001 wlis 2 martidan 6 mar-

tamde Talibanis mTavrobam gaanadgura. jer qvemexe-

bi dauSines, magram giganturi zomis gamo, bevri ve-

raferi daakles. mere tanksawinaaRmdego Wurvebi mo-

iSvelies. 

indoeTis xelisuflebas qandakebebis, rogorc 

xelovnebis nimuSebis, avRaneTidan indoeTSi gadata-

na surda, magram maT winadadebas meore mxare ar da-

Tanxmda. amerikul gazeT `niu-iork taimsSi~ Talibe-

bis maSindeli lideris lakoniuri sababi dafiqsir-

da: `es kerpebi urwmunoTa RmerTebi iyvnen~.41 brita-

nulma gazeTma `taimsma~ mola omaris komentari ga-

moaqveyna: `musulmanebma kerpebis mospobiT unda ia-

mayon. RmerTs madli SevwireT maTi ganadgurebisaT-

vis~.54 TiTqos, amiT unda damTavrebuliyo 1500-wlia-

ni qandakebebis gareSe darCenili, carieli niSebis 

istoria. Tumca, avRanurma gazeTma `eTilaaTrozma~ 

2021 wlis 1 noembers gaavrcela kadrebi, Tu rogor 

esvrian viRacebi im mTas, sadac oci wlis winaT ba-
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mianis budas qandakebebi idga.56 aseT momentSi, nam-

dvilad dafiqrdebi yandaaris gzaze aRmarTuli sa-

kuTari winaprisadmi mtris mier miZRvnil stelas 

bedze da dagenaneba, rom misi wesieri fotoc ki ar 

dagrCeba, rame rom moxdes. 

wminda graalis saZebnelad wasuli raindebis 

msgavsad, TiTo-orola qarTvelma sakuTari sicocx-

lis riskis fasad ixila igi. urwmuno TomasaviT ar 

gasvenebs eWvi. ginda gwamdes, rom jerac arsebobs, 

magram Tengiz epitaSviliviT, xeliT Tu ar Seexe, 

sizmars waagavs. saqarTvelodan avRaneTamde fiqrSi 

zRaprulad realisturi20 moCans yandaaruli stela. 
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If you encounter a Gurji1 on the bridge, it’s better to jump off, as the 
Pashto proverb suggests. Like the legendary warriors of the past, 
modern Georgians should defend their country with the same bravery 
and wisdom, ensuring that Georgia’s right to freedom and 
independence, as well as its significant contributions to the world, 
are never questioned. 

Many foreigners still perceive this ancient country as being “in 
the middle of nowhere.” This indifferent attitude, which Italian 
traveller and missionary Pietro della Valle (1586-1652) criticised in 
his letter to Pope Urban VIII (1568-1644) in the 17th century, has 
contributed to the gradual loss of Georgian territory, which has been 
preserved by the blood of brave ancestors, due to the ‘creeping 
occupation’ by the Russian Federation in the 21st century. 

At NATO’s request, and while Georgia is not yet a member, 
over 11,000 Georgian troops have participated in peacekeeping 
missions in Afghanistan over the past 17 years. These soldiers would 
defend their homeland’s borders with even greater enthusiasm and 

	
1 Gurji is the Persian designation of the Georgians. 
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pride if given the opportunity. However, they would receive lower 
pay compared to their income while serving on missions in Asian 
and African countries, and there would supposedly not be enough 
vacancies for Georgian border guards. According to the US plan to 
withdraw peacekeepers by September 2021, 860 Georgian troops left 
Afghanistan between May and July of that year. After the United 
States, the United Kingdom, Germany, and Italy, Georgia had the 
largest peacekeeping contingent in Afghanistan from 2001 to 2021. 

History sometimes tragically repeats itself in the fate of a 
nation. 

Born in 1651, George XI was the son of King Vakhtang V and 
Princess Rodam Kaplanishvili-Orbeliani. Misfortune guided the life 
of this Georgian Orthodox Christian ruler, who converted to both 
Islam and Catholicism at different times during his reign, in his quest 
for a political solution to protect his kingdom and people. At the age 
of 26, he ascended to the throne with the permission of the Shah of 
Persia. From that moment onward, he devoted his life to the struggle 
for Georgia’s freedom and independence, deftly wielding both his 
sword and his words. 

He was the first Georgian king to engage in diplomatic 
correspondence with Pope Innocent XI (1611-1689), set the pro-
European political course for the Kingdom of Kartli. George XI 
maintained intensive contact with various popes, Catholic 
missionaries, and several European monarchs. 

The King of Kartli aimed to strengthen royal power and 
abolish Iranian domination in his kingdom. To achieve these goals, 
he also sought the support of the Ottoman Empire. However, when 
he revolted against Persia in 1688, King George XI did not receive 
the promised assistance from the Ottomans. Additionally, his 
diplomatic negotiations with Pope Innocent XI yielded little more 
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than prayers and blessings. In the autumn of that year, France 
initiated the Nine Years’ War (1688-1697) against Germany, 
drawing in most of the leading European countries. As a result, 
aiding the Georgian kingdom was not a priority for European 
nations. They would rather consider tighter trade agreements with 
Persia. In 1688, Shah Suleiman (1648-1694) deposed the retaliatory 
George XI and replaced him with a more compliant ruler, Heraclius I 
(1642-1709), as the king of Kartli. 

Following Shah Suleiman’s death, his son and successor, Shah 
Sultan Husayn (1668-1726), appointed George XI as the beglerbeg2 
of Kerman province. The Iranians urgently needed an experienced 
and brave leader to combat the plundering Baluchi tribe in the 
eastern provinces of Persia. The young Shah promised to restore 
Gorgin Khan3 to the throne of Kartli if George XI succeeded in this 
mission. 

In a remarkable display of bravery, 600 Qizilbash4 soldiers and 
40 Georgian warriors crossed a scorching desert to face 2,000 
Baluchis. The outcome of the battle was impressive; only 500 
Baluchis survived. This victory marked the first time the fierce 
Baluchi tribe, which had previously defeated the Qizilbash multiple 
times, was overcome. 

In 1703, the Shah finally fulfilled his promise to George XI, 
though in an unusual Persian manner. He officially recognised 
George XI as the king of Kartli, but also appointed him the 
commander-in-chief of Iran and governor of Kandahar. His next task 
was to intimidate the Kandahar province. 

	
2 Beglerbeg was the governor of a province in the Safavid Empire, ranking immediately below 
the grand vizier. 
3 Gorgin (or, Gurgin) Khan, which means “George the Ruler,” was the alias of George XI. 
4 Qizilbash (or, Kizilbash) was a member of the Turkmen tribes who supported the Safavid 
dynasty. In Turkish “Kızılbaş” means “red head,” in reference to their crimson headwear. 
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George XI never returned to his homeland. His nephew, the 
future Vakhtang VI of Kartli, was appointed as his deputy, while 
Heraclius I continued to govern the Kingdom of Kakheti. The 
nominal restoration of the throne of Kartli to George XI came at a 
price—his formal rejection of Christianity. After much hesitation, the 
Georgian king eventually agreed to acknowledge Islam, though only 
in the eyes of the Persians, while secretly wearing a cross around his 
neck. 

George XI spent twelve years in a foreign land, where he 
battled the nomadic tribes of Afghanistan alongside his brother, 
Royal Prince Levan, and the Georgian regiment that accompanied 
them on this mission. Despite the intense heat, the Georgian forces 
maintained an impressive record, never losing a single battle—
whether large or small—while serving Iran in Afghanistan. The 
Persians often fled the battlefield during encounters with local 
fighters, leaving the Georgians to face the enemy alone. In this harsh 
and unequal war, the Georgian warriors displayed remarkable 
bravery and skill. 

During that period, the Iranian central government relied 
entirely on the Georgian military forces. Pietro della Valle noted this, 
stating, “The strength of the Persian army is the Georgians, who are 
the greatest and strongest part of this army”. Sir Thomas Herbert 
(1606-1682), 1st Baronet of Tintern and York, an English traveller 
and historian, visited Shiraz in 1627. He noted that the number of 
Georgians in the Iranian army fluctuated significantly, ranging from 
8,000 to 40,000 at various times. 

In his book “History of Afghanistan” (1879), English author 
and Colonel George Bruce Malleson (1825-1898) provided a brief 
yet vivid description of the King of Kartli: “It happened that at this 
time the ablest general in the Persian service was a Georgian, named 
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Gúrghín Khán. Born a Christian, this man had endeavoured to 
establish independence in his native country, but his great military 
talents had been overborne by the numerical strength sent against 
him, and he had failed. So powerful was he, however, even in his 
defeat, that, on the sole condition of his embracing the Mahomedan 
religion, the Shah had taken him into his service. He had 
distinguished himself by two qualities – military skill and severity.” 

While at the Persian court, Jonas Hanway, an English 
merchant and traveller (1712-1786), wrote to representatives of the 
British East India Company in Bombay, saying, “The Georgian army 
is the only force that makes the Afghans tremble like poplars.” 

In May 1704, a 24,000-strong army, featuring Georgians and 
Persians, marched into Afghanistan under the command of King 
George XI. Facing extreme heat, the troops took nearly two months 
to traverse the desert and reach their destination. The climate in 
Kandahar proved as unbearable as that in Kerman. Despite these 
harsh conditions, the Georgian army successfully suppressed unrest 
in the province on multiple occasions, with the Commander-in-Chief 
maintaining strict control over the entire region. 

To prevent future uprisings, King George XI dispatched 
Mirwais Hotak (1673-1715), a rebellious leader from an Afghan 
tribe, to Isfahan. He urged Shah Sultan Husayn to keep Mirwais in 
the Iranian capital, emphasising that he should never be allowed to 
return to Afghanistan. 

Once in Isfahan, Mirwais quickly noticed that the Persian 
officials envied the Georgian king and therefore opposed him. Being 
one of the wealthiest subjects in the Safavid Empire, he used his 
wealth to bribe these officials and easily won their favour. As a 
result, the pleased Persian officials actively assisted Mirwais in 
securing four private audiences with Shah Sultan Husayn. 
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Skilled in politics and persuasion, Mirwais engaged in 
information warfare against the Georgian commander. He seized 
every opportunity to tarnish Gorgin Khan’s reputation, gradually 
sowing seeds of doubt in the mind of the politically inexperienced 
Shah. Mirwais manipulated the Shah’s fears, suggesting that King 
George XI remained loyal to his homeland and could potentially 
rebel, posing a threat to Persia. Based on these concerns, the Shah 
decided to send Mirwais back to Kandahar, instructing him to keep a 
close watch on the Georgian king. 

On 21 April 1709, as recorded by Jonas Hanway, Mirwais 
hosted a party in honour of King George XI. After the guests had 
retired for the night, Afghan forces launched a surprise attack on the 
sleeping Georgian king and his men, killing them all on Maundy 
Thursday. To justify the massacre to the Shah, Mirwais presented 
evidence of George’s perceived betrayal: a cross found around his 
neck and a gospel discovered beneath his pillow. This event marked 
the end of a battle-filled life for the 58-year-old George XI. 

Just a few miles from the city of Kandahar, a monumental 
marble column stands adorned with an inscription in Pashto that 
reads: “Traveller, pause for a moment and learn this – many have 
attempted to conquer Afghanistan, yet to this day, none have 
succeeded. Praise and thanks to Allah! Only three commanders have 
ever defeated the valiant Afghan army: Alexander the Great, Genghis 
Khan, and Gurji George.” Near the column lie symbolic graves 
dedicated to these three warriors. 

 


