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John Dewey’s legacy extends not only to philosophy but also to
psychology, pedagogy, and the science of education. According to
him, pragmatism is focused on raising a socially active person. This
is the reason Dewey is also called his philosophy a general theory of
upbringing. He has dedicated many works to the study of the
problems of upbringing and education: School and Society, School
and Child, The School of Future, Democracy and Education,
Experience and Education, and many others.

John Dewey considered the advantage of his educational
conception over the traditional education system in increasing
student activity. In traditional education, the main role belonged to
the teacher while the student was considered as a passive receiver of
information and passive adopter of educational materials. In
Dewey’s education system the student is as active as the teacher. It
would be more accurate to say that both teacher and student are
equally active in the new education system. Cooperation and mutual
understanding emerge between them. Such cooperation implies
learning by experience, learning by practising theory and learning
helps to enrich one’s own skills, learning by considering practical
results, by doing practical things. Since Dewey’s conception of
education aims towards upbringing a child as a full member of
society, student’s freedom of choice becomes a milestone.
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The current system of Georgian education in the context of
John Dewey’s conception of education looks rather dull and
deplorable. It must be said that Georgian philosophers,
psychologists, and experts of education embraced the importance of
Dewey’s idea. They highly evaluated his conception of education
and based a number of researches on Dewey’s works. However, the
turbulent political situation in the country that recently regained her
independence made it impossible to bring all those progressive ideas
to life through the training of school teachers.

The collapse of the Soviet Union affected many institutions,
severely damaging all executive branches. Unfortunately, the same
fate touched the education system. In 2006, the Institute of Pedagogy
of Georgia has been abolished as well as the Pedagogical Teaching
University and the departments of pedagogy in all universities of
Georgia. The Ministry of Education of Georgia has expelled
pedagogy as a discipline from the national curriculum. The current
situation of the education system in Georgia is hopeless since most
local teachers cannot say the difference between “psyche” and
“mind”, “culture” and “civilisation”, “human” and “person”,
“explanation” and “understanding” etc., etc.

Today it is clear that Georgian education reform caused more
damaged than brought aimed benefits. Invited foreign experts and
reformers — apparently, practitioners rather than scientists — applied
the educational model of developing countries to Georgia, leading to
a complete failure of the reform in the national education system. In
addition, the Georgian government pursued a basically wrong
educational policy in life, which has meant the complete neglect of
science and knowledge, based on theory. Currently, educational
reform is at standstill due to the pandemic. It is bad that there is no
progress but it is good that the disastrous reform of recent years is
also on a halt.
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