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While a draft of the United States Constitution was still incomplete,
the Electoral College was already formed. From then onward, this
institution has been used to elect the President, the highest Executive
Branch of the United States, who also acts as head of state and
Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces.

The Electoral College is an important institution that
guarantees the proper functioning of American Federalism. Albeit,
the question has repeatedly been raised as to whether it is a fair
system. Such controversies occurred due to the unanticipated results
in the presidential elections in 2000 and 2016 when the winning
candidates received less popular votes than their opponents. As a
result of the oddity of the Electoral College, the candidates who
received more votes from the citizens have lost.

At first glance, the electoral college might leave a false
impression of an undemocratic system, which is a kind of challenge
to the principle of popular sovereignty. Nevertheless, this system
takes into account important elements such as the principle of
federalism and equal political participation of states in the election.

The current article is the first research of this institution in the
Georgian language, and mainly intends to give a basic idea about the
topic. Due to its unique nature, the Electoral College definitely
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deserves more attention from Georgian scholars. In fact, both
electoral law and public policy are equally involved in studying the
Electoral College in the United States.

The article also highlights the opinion of the founding fathers
about democracy as a political system and thoughts on the need to
restrain people from making emotional decisions. Such prominent
representatives of the intellectual elite of their time as the founding
fathers were sceptical at the idea of handing power to the
uncontrollable masses. Therefore, they tried to develop an effective
controlling mechanism at the very dawn of the Republic. In all
honesty, the Electoral College is a result of their lack of trust in the
ability of the American people to make the right decision.

Time has proved the system effective when the creation of the
founding fathers withstood political turmoil and gave the United
States an opportunity to participate in the decision-making process to
such an extent that the anti-union movement never reached
dangerous scales — except in 1961-1964. The political and legal logic
suggests that a landslide surprise can hardly be expected in the near
future.
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